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PROJECT TO HELP YOUNGSTERS STAY ON RIGHT TRACK HAILED RY MPS 



Sgt Dave Rogers, Pc John Tranter and Lydia Dunne 


A POLICE project aimed at steering young 
people away from crime and anti-social be¬ 
haviour has been hailed by top politicians. 

The programme was launched by the 
Tipton neighbourhood police team last year 
and has so far helped 80 youngsters. 

And its success in keeping children out 
of trouble has now been recognised in Par¬ 
liament, where West Midlands Police was 
handed an award. 

The scheme sees officers tackle low-level 
anti-social behaviour - such as throwing 
eggs at windows, abusive language and 
drinking alcohol - by speaking to young¬ 
sters and their parents. 


The aim is getting through to them before 
they stray into more serious offending. 

The children, aged between 10 and 16, 
have been carrying out voluntary work in¬ 
cluding gardening at an old people’s home, 
painting at community centres and meeting 
people who have been affected by their ac¬ 
tions. 

The project is led by Sergeant Dave 
Rogers and PC Tranter, who have worked 
alongside Lydia Dunne from Tipton Com¬ 
munity Alcohol Partnership (CAP), and its 
impact has been recognised with a Commu¬ 
nity Champions Award. 

Sgt Rogers said: “We have had some fan¬ 


tastic feedback and this programme has re¬ 
ally helped us to steer young people away 
from anti-social behaviour and prevent fu¬ 
ture criminal behaviour. 

“We have managed to divert them away 
from causing a nuisance in the community 
while also establishing a rapport. One of the 
lads we helped stay on the right path ex¬ 
pressed an interest in becoming a mechanic 
- so we assisted in getting him a part-time 
job in a garage. 

“It was fantastic to receive the award and 
to be recognised as good practice; with a 
number of forces having since been in touch 
for information on the programme.” 


Council rejection opens the way for housing scheme 

CHIEFS DISMISS 
PARK PETITION 


A PETITION signed by more than 1,000 residents 
in Tipton to save parkland being sold off to de¬ 
velopers has been rejected by council bosses. 

A section of Greenway-Laybourne Park in Princes End 
which was originally allocated for the children of Princes 
End in the 1930s could now be built on as a result. The park 


came under the spotlight last 

The park was made the subject of 
council scrutiny as chiefs launched 
a public consultation into its future. 

But now the petition has been re¬ 
fused more than a year after it was 
first submitted. 

The decision now means that the 
go-ahead could be given for houses 
to be built on the site. 

Councillor Philip Garrett, who 
represents Princes End, said it had 
left residents who live in the ward 
feeling ‘frustrated and upset’ over 
the threat of parkland being lost. 

It is believed that planning per¬ 
mission could go forward for up to 
12 houses on the land. 

Ridiculous 

Councillor Garrett explained: 
“It went to Cabinet Petitions and 
it took them the best part of the 
year checking legal requirements, 
but then came back and said there 
was no legal basis and that they still 
want to see it and build on it. 

“They had a look at it over a ridic¬ 
ulous amount of time so is it really 
worth all the upset to just build a 
handful of houses on there. 

“Residents are not feeling great 
at the minute, we knew right from 
the start it would be a battle but 
our campaigners did a sterling job 
and it’s really frustrating that it has 


summer. 

By Clare Butler 


come to this. We went down every 
avenue we could but now it seems 
that plans will go ahead for hous¬ 
ing.” 

The land was donated to the peo¬ 
ple of Princes End by a Mrs Louisa 
Livingtone Layborn around 1937. 

The park opened its gates back on 
January 21, 1939. 

The land in question is part of 
Laybourne Park between High 
Street and Richards Road. 

It was stated in a council docu¬ 
ment in early 2015 that it was ear¬ 
marked as a possible site for social 
housing. 

The council document from the 
Cabinet Petitions Committee, 
stated: “The head petitioner had 
been notified and had also been ad¬ 
vised that at present no planning 
application had been submitted. 

“At the point an application was 
submitted, local residents would be 
notified and afforded the opportu¬ 
nity to raise any concerns relating 
to size, layout and proximity of such 
development by writing to the local 
planning authority and by making 
representations to the planning 
committee.” 


Sam’s dream to walk steps closer 



Sam, dad Simon and Stuart Arnold, who has been on Britain’s Got Talent 


A FUNDRAISING push to help a 
youngster walk has received a mas¬ 
sive boost courtesy of a special party. 

Sam Fellows, aged five and from 
Wednesbury, suffers from diplegic 
cerebral palsy, which causes con¬ 
stant tightness in muscles. 

He has been told by top surgeons 
that he is ready to have a life-chang¬ 
ing operation so he can walk. 

The youngster’s mother Jen, 37, 
and father Simon, 42, are running 
the Sam’s Dreams campaign with 
the aim of raising £35,000 to cover 
the cost. 

A party at The Saddler’s Club 
in Walsall, on December 21, raised 
£1,050 to boost the appeal over the 
£26,000 mark. About 200 people at¬ 
tended. 

Lights 

Britain’s Got Talent star Stu Ar¬ 
nold, who impersonates The Termi¬ 
nator, helped sprinkle stardust on 
the night. Mrs Fellows said: “It was 
fantastic. Everyone enjoyed them¬ 
selves.” 

Sam became a star after he turned 
on his town’s Christmas lights in 
Wednesbury on November 25. 

The campaign was also boosted 
after the auction of a Suzuki GSX 
600 motorbike raised £975 for the 
pot and further fundraisers will also 
be held during the next few months. 

Mrs Fellows added: “We have had 
a jump in funding. Companies do¬ 
nating has helped us out and the 
Wednesbury lights raised £1,000.” 


His mother said her family - along 
with Sam’s sister, Lisa, seven - hopes 
Sam will be able to visit the 2017 
switch-on after his treatment has 
been completed and he is walking on 
his own. 

In October generous footballers 
turned out for a charity tournament 
in Wolverhampton. 

That raised about £800 and a spon¬ 


sored swim by friend Julie Green 
raked in £1,725. 

His family hopes Sam, of Park Lane, 
will have his operation in the spring. 

The Albert Pritchard Infant School 
pupil has a fundraiser at Springfield 
Social Club, Rowley Regis, on Febru¬ 
ary 17. 

To donate visit www.gofundme.com/ 
22p7ax7s. 


PLANNING 

Homes plan for 
old high school 

A FORMER school that has been derelict 
for years could be demolished to make 
way for housing. The old Manor High 
School on the Friar Park estate, in Wednes¬ 
bury, closed in July 2012. 

Since then it has sat in a sorry state, with 
smashed windows and an asbestos warn¬ 
ing painted across the front of the building. 

The proposal would come as part of The 
Sandwell Housing Zone scheme, which 
will allow for more than 700 homes to be 
built in the Friar Park area over the next 
10 years. At the moment it is not known 
how many homes would be built on the old 
Manor High School land. 

Councillor Joy Edis, who represents 
the Friar Park ward, said the development 
would be welcome. She said: “We are hop¬ 
ing that plans are going through to build 
houses on there and it will be demolished 
and the new properties built on the site. 

“All of the side of that road down to the 
Walsall Road will hopefully have houses on 
there. It will be a huge new estate. 

“It has stood like it is since being closed 
three years ago so now this would defi¬ 
nitely be welcome. It will be good when the 
school comes down. At the moment its at 
the very early stages but the development 
is being talked about a lot.” 

EMERGENCY 

Crews battle blaze 
at derelict town pub 

MORE than 20 firefighters fought a blaze at 
a derelict pub in Smethwick. Crews tackled 
the blaze which spread throughout the first 
floor of The New Navigation pub, in Lew¬ 
isham Road, near the junction with Bridge 
Street North. 

The fire started at around 7.40pm on 
Monday. In total, 23 firefighters from Old¬ 
bury, West Bromwich, Handsworth and 
Smethwick stations attended the scene. A 
hydraulic platform was brought in. 

Lewisham Road had to be closed off 
by emergency services while firefighters 
worked to extinguish the blaze. 

A spokesman for West Midlands Fire 
Service said: “The first floor of the three-sto¬ 
rey derelict property was on fire with 40 per 
cent of the first floor damaged by fire and 
60 per cent damaged by smoke. Ten per 
cent of the roof was also affected by fire.” 

Six firefighters had to wear breathing ap¬ 
paratus to allow them to get close enough 
to extinguish the flame. They used two 
hoses to help douse the flames. The cause 
of the fire is unknown at this stage. 
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McClean offers to help homeless woman 



James McClean of Albion 


ALBION star James McClean has 
stepped in to rescue a pregnant home¬ 
less woman from the streets - by offer¬ 
ing to buy her a caravan. The midfielder 
went out of his way to help the woman 
after learning of her plight. 

He suggested a £1,750 mobile home 
when he found out the woman, known 
only as Lisa, was living rough and ex¬ 
pecting twins and said he would be will¬ 
ing to buy it for her. McClean insisted 
‘no babies should be living homeless’ 
and that the vehicle would ‘keep them 
out of the cold’. The heart-warming 
Christmas offer was made via his wife 


Erin’s Facebook page. The woman is be¬ 
lieved to have been living by the River 
Medway in Kent with her partner. 

McClean posted: “Look I know it ain’t 
much and even if it’s temporary until a 
house is found but being a father my¬ 
self no babies should live homeless so I 
would be willing to purchase this cara¬ 
van for them and keep them out of the 
cold.” 

The 27-year-old Irishman, who made 
his 50th Baggies league appearance 
during the 1-0 defeat to Arsenal on 
Boxing Day, attached an advert for a 
Swift Corvette caravan for sale in Maid¬ 


stone, Kent. McClean joined Albion from 
Wigan for £1.5 million in 2015. The Re¬ 
public of Ireland international has de¬ 
veloped a bad-boy reputation during his 
career and become embroiled in several 
controversies. He famously turned his 
back on the British national anthem be¬ 
fore an Albion friendly in America last 
year. 

But his acts of generosity have gar¬ 
nered less attention.He previously 
donated £1,000 to the family of a four- 
year-old girl suffering from a rare form 
of cancer to help pay for specialist treat¬ 
ment. 


Someone must know 
how our Surjit died 



“SOMEONE knows something. He 
didn’t just go missing. Please some¬ 
one, for my children’s sake, come for¬ 
ward.” 

The emotional words of Lavina Sohl, who 
is no closer to knowing how her ex-husband 
and father of her children Surjit Takhar 
met his death. 

For seven years Mr Takhar remained a missing 
person. But that all changed in August last year 
when his remains were found next to the M54 in 
Shropshire. 

While it solved one part of the mystery and 
answered one question, confirmation that he had 
died, it led to many others for his devastated fam¬ 
ily- 

Detectives have now confirmed they are treat¬ 
ing the death of Mr Takhar, from Oldbury, as 
murder. His remains were found next to the slip 
road of junction four of the M54 for Shifnal. 

Ms Sohl, from Willenhall, and their twin 
22-year-old daughters, Sohnia and Sohnay, re¬ 
turned to the site where the remains were found 
to make a heartfelt plea for anyone who can pro¬ 
vide answers to what happened to him to come 
forward so they can begin move on. 

Waiting 

Ms Sohl had been married to Mr Takhar for 
14 years but the pair split up two years before he 
went missing. The 43-year-old said she saw him 
five days before he was reported missing, when 
he visited her. 

She said: “He knew everyone, everyone knew 
him. 

“He just came across as wanting to do anything 
for anyone. Once you met him, you would never 
forget him. He’s not the type of person who would 
go missing. There has to be someone who knows 
something. 

“We are still waiting for answers. Back then, I 
was told he had moved to a different country. But 
I had my suspicions that something had happened 
to him. Then I found out he’s dead. It doesn’t feel 
right at all. How can he just be dead? For years 
and years I’ve battled with it, day and night, even 
in my sleep.” 

The devastated mother said the family were 
desperate to lay Mr Takhar to rest, which they 
have not yet been able to do because of the crimi¬ 
nal investigation. She said: “We just want to have 
a funeral and say goodbye to him properly. 

“It’s been really hard, it still is. Someone knows 
something. He didn’t just go missing. He’s been 
put there. Please someone, for my children’s sake, 
come forward.” 


Mr Takhar, who also has a 21-year-old son called 
Harry, worked as a delivery driver in the year be¬ 
fore he went missing and was previously a lamina- 
tor for Gurso Lining in Great Wyrley. 

He was known as Skin amongst family and 
friends. 

His brother-in-law Jasvir Sohl said he was ‘a 
genuine, one-in-a-million individual who loved 
with all his heart and was loved by us all’. 

He said: “We are heartbroken we will never see 
him again and know he would feel the same that he 


will not be able to see and embrace loving moments 
in this life with his friends and family.” Detectives 
said they are keen to delve further into the victim’s 
life before he went missing, where he went and 
who he associated with in the hoping of unlocking 
the mystery of who killed him and why. 

He had a wide circle of friends in the Asian com¬ 
munity and would regularly visit pubs in the Hand- 
sworth area. 

Anyone with information should call detectives 
on 101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 


Fireworks 
petition is 
signed by 
thousands 

MORE than 3,300 people in the Black 
Country and Staffordshire have backed 
a petition calling on the Government to 
ban the sale of fireworks to the public. 

The petition, which has been signed 
by about 150,000 people across the coun¬ 
try, wants only organised displays to be 
approved to help prevent injuries and 
protect animals. 

But in a response, the Government 
said it had no plans to limit the sale 
and use of fireworks any further. In the 
run-up to the new year celebrations, 
which saw the sky set alight, there was 
a rush to sign the petition. 

Across the region, nearly 1,200 peo¬ 
ple signed the petition in Staffordshire, 
with 201 in Stafford, 288 in Cannock 
Chase, 281 in South Staffordshire and 
248 in Lichfield. There were 401 sup¬ 
porters in Wolverhampton, while nearly 
500 backed the campaign in Walsall and 
more than 560 in Dudley and Wyre For¬ 
est. Numbers for areas include 270 in 
West Bromwich, 198 in Halesowen and 
Rowley Regis, 180 in Stourbridge and 99 
in Warley. 

Despite tens of thousands of re¬ 
sponses, the matter will not be debated 
in Parliament, as it was previously dis¬ 
cussed in early June. 

Mike Old, who created the petition, 
wrote: “Every year people are hurt, 
burnt, maimed and even lose their lives 
through accidents involving fireworks. 

“Every year people are terrorised by 
the misuse of fireworks. Every year an¬ 
imals are hurt and traumatised by fire¬ 
works.” 

Heating failure 
pupils stay off 

HUNDREDS of pupils returned back to 
their school a day late after it closed due 
to heating problems. 

RSA Academy pupils were due to go 
back on Tuesday but heating problems 
postponed their return. 

The Bilston-Road academy was able 
to fix the heating problems during the 
day and the school reopened yesterday, 
Wednesday. 

The school announced the closure on 
its website and offered its apologies but 
said the problem had been fixed. 

A statement on the website published 
on Tuesday said: “The Academy will 
be open as normal from tomorrow the 
problem with the heating system has 
been resolved. 

“Please accept our apologies for any 
inconvenience.” 

Members wanted 
for reading group 

A FREE adult reading group is seeking 
members. It meets at Langley Library 
on the third Wednesday of the month 
from 2.30pm to 3.30pm to discuss re¬ 
cent reads. Details via 0121 552 1680 or 
email langley_library@sandwell.gov.uk 
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City's busy 
year hope 
as hotels 
hit record 

BIRMINGHAM’S hotels posted an 
average occupancy rate of 81 per cent 
in October 2016 - with the Conserv¬ 
ative Party Conference, the Great 
Birmingham Run, Grand Designs 
Live and three Justin Bieber concerts 
helping the sector to achieve its high¬ 
est October figures on record. 

The figures, released by Marketing 
Birmingham’s Regional Observatory 
in collaboration with travel research 
company STR Global, are 0.6 per cent 
higher than the previous best Octo¬ 
ber. 

Birmingham’s busiest night during 
the month was on October 18, when 
more than 97 per cent of the city’s 
hotel rooms were filled thanks in part 
to the second of three concerts by Ca¬ 
nadian pop star Justin Bieber and the 
start of the Grand Designs Live exhi¬ 
bition at the NEC. 

Councillor John Clancy, Leader of 
Birmingham City Council, said: “Bir¬ 
mingham’s hotels are thriving, with 
the city benefitting from increasing 
numbers of visitors and welcoming 
more high-profile events across the 
political, sporting and cultural spec¬ 
trum. The city’s hoteliers saw a 10 per 
cent rise in occupancy at the start of 
October as Birmingham successfully 
hosted its 13th major political confer¬ 
ence since 2008. 

“Perceptions of Birmingham as a 
leading tourism and business destina¬ 
tion continue to grow - and with the 
city proving a firm favourite over the 
festive period, 2016 is on course to be 
our accommodation sector’s busiest 
year.” 

Car and taxi 
in collision 

TWO drivers escaped without serious 
injury after a two-car late night crash 
on Boxing Day. The Toyota taxi and 
blue Vauxhall Corsa collided at the 
junction of Wolverhampton Road and 
Causeway Green Road in Oldbury 
shortly before midnight. 

The male cab driver, who was alone 
in the vehicle, was taken to Russells 
Hall Hospital for a check-up while the 
woman travelling on her own in the 
other vehicle was treated at the scene 

Crew Commander Michael 
Hawksby from Oldbury fire station, 
who made the scene safe, said: “The 
two vehicles had been in collision at 
the traffic lights. The man received 
a blow to the head and was taken to 
hospital as a precaution while the lady 
was just shaken up.” 

Two homes near 
landmark pub 

TWO homes will be built next to a 
landmark pub in the Black Country 
after planning officers’ backing. Dud¬ 
ley Council has approved the propos¬ 
als for the site near the Swan Inn, in 
Long Lane, Halesowen. 


Homes scheme gets off the ground 



Kier staff and councillors at the site 


WORK is under way to build 29 new 
homes on the site of a former primary 
school in Tipton. 

Sandwell Council is working with 
Kier Living to develop the former 
Princes End primary school site in 
Tibbington Terrace. 

The development - which features a 
mix of two and three-bedroom homes 
- will see 22 properties for private sale 
and seven new council homes for rent. 

The council homes will be made up 
of six three-bedroom homes and one 
two-bedroom home. 

Councillor Kerrie Carmichael, 


Sandwell Council’s cabinet member 
for housing, visiting the site, said: 
“It’s great to see work getting under 
way on another housing development 
in Sandwell. 

“This is another example of the 
council working with a partner like 
Kier Living to increase the quantity 
and choice of housing in the borough. 

Delighted 

“Schemes like this are part of the 
council’s strategic housing plan to in¬ 
crease the number of council-owned 
affordable homes.” 


Ian Brettle, contracts manager for 
Kier Living, said: “Together with the 
council, we are delighted to be lead¬ 
ing the way on this site creating a 
high-quality residential development 
that will deliver a positive, long-term 
impact for the area.” 

Completion of the overall site and 
the 22 homes for sale is scheduled for 
the autumn. 

This is the second of four schemes 
which Kier is working on in Sandwell 
and a number of apprenticeship op¬ 
portunities will be created as part of 
the project. 


£1.5111 raised in 2016 

by hospital charities 


MORE than £1.5 million was raised 
by hospital charities in the Black 
Country during 2016 - providing vi¬ 
tal support to patients. 

The money was generated through 
fundraising, donations and legacies, with 
charity bosses declaring they have been 
‘overwhelmed’ by the support. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS Trust, 
Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust and Dud¬ 
ley Group NHS Foundations Trust generated 
£1,532,977 through charitable income during 
the last 12 months. 

SWBH NHS Trust - which runs Sandwell 
General Hospital in West Bromwich, Rowley 
Regis Hospital and Birmingham City Hospital, 
received £569,000 in charitable funds for 2016. 

Charity bosses said the money came from 
‘kind hearted individuals, companies, com¬ 
munity groups and charitable trusts amongst 
others’. 

Johnny Shah, Head of Your Trust Charity 
said: “Over the last financial year we have re¬ 
ceived £569,000 into our charity which all goes 
directly to benefit patients. 

“The money has been raised by kind-hearted 
individuals, companies, community groups and 
charitable trusts among others. 

Paediatric 

“Examples of fundraising include New 
Square Centre Management West Bromwich 
organised a Christmas Grotto which raised 
£1,500, whilst children’s sports and activity 
provider Sport Plus raised £6,000 for paediatric 
and child health care through a school football 
competition and gala dinner. 

“Your Trust Charity continues to grow sup¬ 
ported by our local community and businesses 
and only recently we were joined by popular 
childrens’ book characters ‘Zog and The Flying 
Drs’ in a launch event at New Square. 

“We are always on the look out for charity 
champions and would invite anyone interested 
in helping us fundraise to contact me on 0121 
507 5064.” 

The Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, 
which runs Russells Hall Hospital in Dud¬ 
ley, received £359,977.25 through charitable 
incomes in 2016. A breakdown of the figures 
showed £212,026.08 was donated from the pub¬ 
lic, while fundraising totalled £126,155.36 and 
legacy funding generated £21,795.81. 

Trust bosses said they are ‘always over¬ 
whelmed’ by the generosity of supporters. 


Valley’s 
festive 
success 
of event 

FOLLOWING its phenome¬ 
nal success at Sandwell Valley 
Country Park, the attraction’s 
winter wonderland event is set 
to return ‘bigger and better’ for 
Christmas 2017, according to 
organisers. 

For the first time Christmas 
at the Valley took place from 
December 2 to Christmas Eve. 
Alongside the usual attrac¬ 
tions of Santa’s grotto, rein¬ 
deer, puppet shows, a festive 
train, there are plans to add 
a festive-themed circus. The 
exact numbers of attendees 
have not yet been confirmed, 
with a last-minute rush seen in 
the final few days before Christ¬ 
mas still to be counted. 

Yet according to Councillor 
Richard Marshall, Sandwell 
Council’s cabinet member for 
leisure, at its peak the event 
welcomed as many as 50 chil¬ 
dren through Santa’s grotto 
every half an hour. 

Delighted with the response, 
Councillor Marshall said: “It 
has gone really, really well. I 
haven’t heard a single bad com¬ 
ment about it. We did exit polls 
with people as they were leav¬ 
ing, and we recorded a 99.5 per 
cent satisfaction rating.” 

He confirmed that the council 
will hold a full briefing on how 
it went, this month, including 
A scene from the final day of Christmas fun at Sandwell Park Farm, details on visitor numbers and 
with Cheri Roberts and Dolly Roberts, aged three, from Lower Gornal the economic benefits. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

Stolen burnt-out 
car taken away 

A STOLEN, burnt-out car which had 
been dumped in a Black Country town 
has been removed by emergency ser¬ 
vices. 

The gutted hatchback was cleared 
from an alleyway in Oldbury last 
week. Police said the vehicle had been 
stolen then torched at the spot near 
Causeway Green Road. 

A West Midlands Fire Service 
spokesman said an Oldbury crew had 
attended just after 5pm after the car 
blaze had affected a nearby shed. The 
spokesman said: “The car was parked 
in an alleyway and was on fire.” 

Hunting for fossils 
around city centre 

A FOSSIL hunt will take place 
through the streets of Birmingham. 

Birmingham & Black Country Wild¬ 
life Trust is running the guided walk 
around the city centre on January 8. 

Walkers can delve into the city’s 
geological past and discover ancient 
coral reefs in the walls of buildings. 

The walk, from 11am to 1pm, will 
be led by a geologist on a circular 
route around central Birmingham. 

The event is free but organisers are 
asking for donation to go towards the 
trust’s work. Places are limited to 15 
and book at www.bbcwildlife.org.uk 

Probe on fire 
at empty pub 

AN arson investigation is underway 
after a fire gutted a derelict former 
pub. Fire crews battled the blaze 
which took hold at the building, based 
on Park Lane East, at around 10pm 
last Tuesday night. 

A total of two fires were discovered 
at the property, one on the ground 
floor and one on the first floor. 

Crews from Smethwick, Dudley, 
Brierley Hill, Tipton and West Brom¬ 
wich attended, using jet hoses, and six 
breathing apparatus. 

Dates for NEC show 
are put in the frame 

THE Photography Show 2017 is com¬ 
ing to Birmingham’s National Exhibi¬ 
tion Centre in March. 

A host of imaging experts will step 
out from behind the lens to reveal how 
they captured some of their most stun¬ 
ning and specialist shots in the show’s 
Behind the Lens Theatre 

Sessions are included in the show 
entry ticket fee and will take place 
each day from March 18 to 21. 

Tickets are on sale from www.pho- 
tographyshow.com 

Kara lights up stage 

FORMER EastEnders star Kara 
Tointon is in Brum next week as the 
main star of the stage version of the 
classic film Gaslight. 

It runs at the New Alexandra Thea¬ 
tre from tomorrow, Friday to January 
14. Tointon is best known for playing 
Dawn Swann in the BBC soap. 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



A lo obligation quotation. 
Visit our showroom now. 
We offer a complete 
expert fitting service 

FREE PARKING 


rairae¥i:rco) l dl:;4a official valor centre 

, These offers cannot be 

(SK0H5SD found on the internet 


JUBILEE FIREPLACES LTD., 

HIGH ST, PRINCES END, TIPTON DY4 9JF 

www.jubileefires.co.uk 


THE COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS’ 


KITCHENS I BATHROOM S I BEDRO OMS # 

www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


flGHEBSQ, [II»T?reyY?re 




2. Vast majority of work comes from recommendation^ 
J. FREE home design service, we listen to you and 
design to your requirements 
Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 



including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating. 

7. All rubbish removed at the end of the project 

8. Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 


Opening Times: Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Saturday 10am - 2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun, Other Times By Appointment 

Tel: 0121 388 3737 S 


The Home Improvement Specialist 

lOEaLHomEcarE 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3JS 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER ^ jk 
RHODES 

FLICKING idly through The Boys’ Book 
of Airfix. Watching the DVD of Swallows 
and Amazons. Sipping a chilled cocktail 
of sloe gin and bubbly. Whatever they tell 
you, the real joy of presents is in the re¬ 
ceiving. 

AN old friend and I usually exchange 
drinkable Xmas gifts so I was surprised 
to get two parcels from him this year, one 
containing a belt with a particularly fiddly 
and irritating buckle. A note explained: “I 
bought two of these and they are rubbish, 
so you can have one.” It is, as they say, the 
thought that counts. 

THE year ends, as it began, with a furi¬ 
ous row about how much foreign aid Brit¬ 
ain sends to relatively wealthy countries or 
states run by despots. Here’s a simple way 
forward. Let’s agree that not a penny of UK 
aid goes to any country with either a nu¬ 
clear industry or a space programme. As 
for the world’s dictators who seem to use 
our money to buy themselves huge limou¬ 
sines, let’s at least cut out the middle men 
and send the money directly to Mercedes- 
Benz. 

AT last, an optimist in the ranks of the 
elite breaks cover. Did you not punch 
the air with joy to hear the former Bank 
of England Governor, Lord Mervyn King, 
speaking of the good things that leaving 
the EU will bring? While not dismissing the 
difficulties, he declared: “There are many 
opportunities and I think we should look at 
it in a much more self-confident way than 
either side is 
approaching it 
at present. Be¬ 
ing out of what 
is a pretty un¬ 
successful Eu¬ 
ropean Union 
- particularly in 
the economic 
sense - gives 
us opportu¬ 
nities as well as obviously great 
political difficulties.” Too many pundits 
assume that Britain is a spent force which 
needs the EU for support. The reverse is 
true. Look around you. Britain has a work¬ 
force of 32 million and the fifth biggest 
economy in the world. We are a huge, busy 
and potent nation whose power and influ¬ 
ence have been limited by a failed 40-year 
experiment in being governed from Brus¬ 
sels. As that nice Mr Blair put it, things can 
only get better. And this time it’s true. 

PS: Just between you and me, I still fear 
that when we are finally declared to be Out 
of the EU, it will look suspiciously like In. 

‘TIS the season to flog furniture. Here’s a 
party game designed to make the most of 
those infuriating, interminable end-of-year 
adverts for sideboards, carpets and what¬ 
ever. Taking turns, each player has 30 sec¬ 
onds with the TV remote-control. The aim, 
switching between the commercial-TV ad 
breaks, is to see how many times you can 
catch the word “sofa.” 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 



Knuckleduster attacker's jail term cut 


A MAN who attacked a takeaway 
worker with a knuckleduster has 
had his prison term cut after an ap¬ 
peal. Mohammed Khan was living 
above a fast-food restaurant in Bro- 
mford when he and his accomplices 
ambushed the victim, Raj Murad. 

Khan, aged 40, of Edgbaston Road 
East, Birmingham was jailed for 12 
years at Coventry Crown Court in 
March, after being found guilty of 


wounding with intent. But his sen¬ 
tence has now been slashed to nine 
years by top judges. 

Mr Justice Supperstone told the 
Court of Appeal, in London, that 
the attack happened at about lam 
on June 20 last year. Mr Murad was 
leaving work and got into a car with 
friends, when Khan and his associ¬ 
ates set upon them. 

Khan got into the car and sat next 


to the victim, while his accomplices 
intimidated the others in the car 
from outside. He then pulled Mr 
Murad out of the car and hit him re¬ 
peatedly with the knuckleduster. 

Khan denied being involved in the 
planned attack, but was found guilty 
by a jury. His lawyers argued his jail 
term was over the top for his crime. 

They also said the injuries caused 
to the victim were not the most se¬ 


rious. Sitting with Lord Justice Bur¬ 
nett and Mr Justice Wyn Williams in 
judgement of the appeal, Mr Justice 
Supperstone said that the original 
sentence was ‘excessive’. 

He added: “This was a joint attack, 
in which two weapons were used and 
the victim was targeted. However, we 
accept that, despite the number of in¬ 
juries sustained by the victim, there 
was not greater harm.” 


£l2k bill for catering 
firm over rats activity 


Report by David Banner _ 

SCORES of rats and poor food 
hygiene at a Sandwell food ca¬ 
tering company landed it and 
its owner penalties of more than 
£12,000 following environmental 
health inspections. 

Sandwell Council environmental 
health officers visited event cater¬ 
ers Muslim Catering Ltd, in Park 
House, Park Lane, on the West Brom- 
wich-Handsworth border, in 2015. 

The company prepared food in its kitchen 
at the premises and transported it to events 
to be served. 

At the time of the visit on October 8, 

2015, officers found widespread rat activity 
as well as poor structural and cleanliness 
standards. There was also a lack of a waste 
contract, food handlers were not wearing 
protective clothing and there was not a 
suitable disinfectant on site to clean food 
contact surfaces and equipment. 

The conditions found at the time of the 
visit posed an imminent risk of injury to 
health and the premises was closed volun¬ 
tarily. Sandwell Council officers revisited 
the premises the next day, when food was 
voluntarily surrendered for destruction due 
to the rat infestation. 

The cleaned-up premises were eventually 
allowed to reopen on October 14, 2015.The 
business now trades under the name of 
Midlands Catering and Services Limited 
from a new address in King Street, Smeth¬ 
wick. The business has been, and is now, 
working with Sandwell Council to improve 
its standards of food hygiene management. 

It achieved a score of 4 (Good) under the 
Food Hygiene Rating Scheme in September 

2016. The council brought eight charges 
under Regulation 19 of the Food Safety 
and Hygiene (England) Regulations 2013 
against the director of Muslim Catering 
Limited Shabir Ahmed. He accepted that 
he had acted negligently in October 2015 
and entered guilty pleas to all charges on 
15 December 2016. The same charges were 
brought against the limited company, and 
admitted, at the hearing at Wolverhampton 
Magistrates’ Court on 15 December 2016. 

Ahmed was fined £780 in total and 
£536.36 costs together with a £48 victim’s 
surcharge, making £1,364.36. Midlands 
Catering and Services Limited, then called 
Muslim Catering Limited, was fined £6,000 
in total with the remaining overall costs of 
£4,500 and a victim’s surcharge of £170. 



Sparkling panto fun and Rep-artee 


Natalie Forbes as Dick Whittington with Sarah, the cook, played by Paul Steventon-Marks 


THIS year Oldbury Rep is getting ready to whisk au¬ 
diences away on the adventure of a lifetime with it’s 
magical, seasonal pantomime ‘Dick Whittington’. 

Specially written by Oldbury Rep member, Ian 
Thompson, this classic and ever-popular panto takes 
to the stage at the Barlow Theatre, Langley from to¬ 
morrow, Friday to January 14 and tickets are selling 
fast - some matinees and evenings are already sold 
out. 

Hearing that the streets are paved with gold, our 
down-on-his-luck hero, Dick, sets off to London in 
search of fame, fortune, adventure... and true love! 
But the dastardly King and Queen Rat will let nothing 
stand in the way of world domination and soon the 
streets of the capital are overrun with rats causing 
chaos and mayhem across the City. Featuring panto 


favourite characters, with a sackful of songs, laugh¬ 
ter, and magic, people are being invited to see how 
the story unfolds, with a few new twists on the way. 
There are matinees on January 7, 8 and 14. Please 
note there will not be a performance on Wednesday 
11. Evening performances start at 7.30pm and mat¬ 
inees at 2.30pm. 

Tickets can be obtained by phone or in person from 
the box office on Monday evenings from 7.30pm, and 
every night of the production from 7pm. 

Tickets are £11.00 with the usual concessions at 
£10.00. The box office can be contacted on 0121 552 
2761 at every performance from 7pm evenings, also 
from 2pm on matinees, or book online at www.old- 
buryrep.org 


Teenagers 
get chance 
to look at 
career path 

TEENAGERS aged between 14 and 
19 are invited to a careers event in 
West Bromwich. 

The Connexions New Year, New 
Start event is at Sandwell College’s 
Central Sixth campus in New Street 
between 10am and 2pm on January 
21. It’s a chance for young people to 
discuss what they want to do after 
school or college. 

Around 45 colleges, universities, ap¬ 
prenticeship and training providers, 
employers and professions including 
law and accountancy will be there. 

Sandwell Connexions careers advis¬ 
ers will also be on hand to give impar¬ 
tial careers information, advice and 
guidance so young people can discuss 
their options in detail. 

Important 

Visitors will also have the chance 
to win one of two fantastic Microsoft 
Surface 3 64GB tablets donated by the 
college. 

Councillor Simon Hackett, 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet member 
for children’s services, said: “It’s in¬ 
credibly important young people get 
the best advice to get their careers off 
to a good start. This will be a really 
helpful event for anyone who needs 
a little advice working out what they 
want to do with their future. 

“Last year’s event attracted more 
than 1,000 people - so please come 
along and get some advice that could 
give you a new start.” Parents are 
welcome. Call Sandwell Connexions 
on 0121 569 2955. 

Merry Hill's Tiger 
store 'set to dose' 

A GIFT and gadget shop at the Merry 
Hill centre is closing down, according 
to bosses. 

Tiger sells its own branded and 
designed products which range from 
kitchen gadgets and cooking spices to 
stationery and children’s toys. 

Merry Hill tweeted: “We’re disap¬ 
pointed to hear that Tiger is closing 
down. 

“This is a commercial decision 
taken by Tiger. 

“We wish their staff well.” 

A member of staff at Tiger said it 
would close on January 11 but de¬ 
clined to comment further. 

It follows the closure of Sainsbury’s 
and BHS, which both closed branches 
at the Merry Hill centre in recent 
weeks. 

Delays warning 
with gas works 

GAS works are being carried out on a 
busy road in West Bromwich, causing 
traffic problems. 

Drivers have been warned to expect 
delays on Heath Lane, West Brom¬ 
wich from January 3 as temporary 
traffic lights will be up for 10 days. 




Affordable 

Wi ndows 

f — 


Call now 07710 434223 / 01902 827879 




IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 

YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF 
£1595. WHEN WE AT HENLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS WHO 
ARE THE ONLY FAMILY OWNED & RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS IN 
THE SMETHWICK AND OLDBURY AREA WHO OFFER A MUCH 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
FREEPHONE 0800 056 6564 

24 HOUR SERVICE 
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Chiefs' vow 
on safety at 
former pub 
hit by arson 

SANDWELL Council is to take ur¬ 
gent action to improve safety around 
a fire-ravaged former public house at 
Oldbury which is in a dangerous con¬ 
dition after a number of blazes. 

Council experts are concerned that 
the latest blaze at the former Dolls 
House in Newbury Lane has left it in 
a dangerous condition for local people. 

Now the council is to fence off the 
site because of fears about the roof 
structure being significantly damaged 
and the fear that further roof slates 
and other materials could fall from 
the structure. 

The council’s building consultancy 
team and structural engineers are 
seeking ways to make the building 
safe. The first move is to fence off the 
site to prevent people getting into the 
site and face danger from falling ma¬ 
terial. 

In the meantime the council is seek¬ 
ing to contact the owners of the site to 
serve a notice on them calling for ac¬ 
tion for the building to be made safe. 

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet 
member for regeneration, said of¬ 
ficers were working urgently to make 
the site safe for members of the public 
and would continue to work to force 
the owners to deal with the problem 
property. 

He said: “Local people are rightly 
concerned that the owners of the 
property have left the building in 
this state and we have sent notices to 
them instructing them to deal with 
the problems. 

“We instructed them to remove and 
dispose of all rubbish on the site, to 
demolish and remove the smoking 
shelter and to improve the security of 
the building.” 

Former centre to 
face bulldozers 

A FORMER community centre in 
Smethwick will be demolished by 
Sandwell Council after it was de¬ 
stroyed by arson and vandalism. 

The run-down building, in the 
Black Patch area of Smethwick, was 
previously known as the Merry Hill 
Community Centre, but has been va¬ 
cant for many years. 

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet 
member for regeneration, said of¬ 
ficers were planning to demolish the 
building in the New Year because it 
had been ‘completely destroyed’ by 
vandalism. 

Councillor Moore said: “In recent 
times, the building has been a regular 
target for irresponsible vandals and 
has attracted anti-social behaviour. 
It has now become a dangerous struc¬ 
ture. 

“Various attempts to secure the 
building against vandals have proved 
to be unsuccessful and now it has 
been left in a state that the only thing 
to be done now is for the council to 
demolish it,” he said. 

“Apart from being a danger, the 
building is now a general eyesore for 
people in the area and we are to knock 
it down and clear the site,” he added. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


£1,000 court bill for sofa fly-tipper 



The sofas being ditched at Foundry Lane 


A FLY-TIPPER caught on camera 
dumping two sofas in Smethwick has 
been hit with a £1,000 court bill. 

Lamin Sawo was spotted offloading 
the furniture from the back of a white 
van at the side of Foundry Lane by 
a passing driver who snapped him 
on his dashcam. The 40-year-old was 
traced via the vehicle details thanks 
to the actions of a quick-thinking wit¬ 
ness and has now been hit with the 
highest fine possible for fly-tippers. 

Resident Michael Scott said at the 
time: “I’m sick of fly-tipping in the 
area. The council do a good job of 


cleaning it up but there’s not much in 
place to prevent people. It’s a blight 
on the community.” 

Sawo, of Lakes Road, Birmingham, 
pleaded guilty at Wolverhampton 
magistrates’ court to one offence of 
knowingly causing waste to be depos¬ 
ited on August 3. 

He was fined £500 and ordered to 
pay £500 in costs and £100 as com¬ 
pensation to Sandwell Council for the 
expense of clearing up the waste. 

Leader Councillor Steve Eling said: 
“We welcome this prosecution and 
hope it will be a clear warning to an¬ 


yone thinking about dumping their 
rubbish on our streets - we will take 
action.” Councillor Preet Gill, cabinet 
member for public health and protec¬ 
tion, added: “Fly-tipped rubbish looks 
awful and creates a real public health 
concern. Anyone who sees someone 
dumping their rubbish should contact 
the council and report fly-tipping.” 

From December 1 the council has 
introduced its own fixed penalty fines 
of £400 for litter louts who illegally 
dump waste and rubbish in Sandwell. 

You can report fly-tipping online or 
by calling 0121 569 6625. 


Recognition for 
Councillor Gill 

A SMETHWICK councillor has been 
named the sixth most inspirational 
Sikh woman in the UK. 

Councillor Preet Gill, who repre¬ 
sents St Paul’s ward, has landed in 
the top 10 list 
compiled by jour¬ 
nalist April Wil¬ 
son at Thomson 
Reuters Founda¬ 
tion News. 

April wrote: 
“Preet Kaur Gill 
is a Labour Coun¬ 
cillor in Sandwell, 
and I think that 
this is so im¬ 
portant. The representation of Sikh 
women in politics is incredibly inspir¬ 
ing for young women to see, and im¬ 
portant for the future of making sure 
Sikh women’s voices are heard. 

“Preet especially is an important 
figure, as she regularly campaigns for 
human rights issues.” 

Agilisys deal for 
ICT is extended 

SANDWELL Council has extended its 
contract with Agilisys to continue to 
provide ICT services to schools. 

The ICT services are tailored to 
the specific requirements of each 
school, enabling over 3,000 students 
in Sandwell to develop essential ICT 
skills. 

Core services chief Councillor Steve 
Trow said: “We’ve been continually 
impressed with the services and sup¬ 
port that Agilisys has provided us 
with over the last seven years; it was 
therefore a natural decision for us to 
want to continue this partnership.” 

Grid engineers 
stay on standby 

THE National Grid was expecting to 
receive 75,000 calls to its emergency 
hotline over the festive period. 

Gas workers were on standby to 
respond to any problems at homes. 
Families were urged to be alert for 
any possible leaks and to call for help 
if they spot a problem. 

Midlands chief John Duckworth, 
said: “Call 0800 111 999 immediately 
if you smell gas or suffer the symp¬ 
toms of carbon monoxide poisoning: 
headaches, dizziness, nausea, breath¬ 
lessness, collapse and loss of con¬ 
sciousness.” 

£2m raked in from 
hospital car parks 

THE trust which runs Sandwell Hos¬ 
pital raked in more than £2 milli on 
from parking charges last year, it has 
been revealed. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust made more than 
any other Black Country trust and was 
just outside the top 10 in the country 
of those which provided information. 

It made a total of £2,271,352 from 
parking during the 2015/16 financial 
year. Just over £1.5 million of that was 
from visitors, the rest from staff. 


Action to be taken on 
beggars asking for cash 


ACTION will be taken on beggars as 
police vow to issue notices to those 
caught asking shoppers for money 
in the Bearwood area. 

Community Protection Notices (CPN) 
will be handed out for them to leave the 
area - with failure to comply resulting in 
a court summons or arrest. 

Officers say that once a CPN has been issued 
the beggar will not be able to return to the area 
for a set amount of time or carry out a certain 
activity. 

It comes as begging has increased in the 
town on Bearwood Road and the Aldi super¬ 
market car park in recent months. 

The Smethwick Police Team stated on Face- 
book that they had been working with beggars 
in the area to get them the right support. 

In the Facebook post, Sgt Paul Shannaghan, 
states: “The beggars in Bearwood have been 
supported, and to my knowledge there are none 
whom are now homeless. 

“We have been working with several partner 
agencies whom have supported us in our work 
and we have linked in with benefits support, 
housing and substance misuse to name a few. 

“The tents have moved from the rear of Aldi 
car park, and the area has been cleaned up. 

Arrested 

“My officers will now issue CPN (Commu¬ 
nity Protection Notices) on anybody whom 
is caught begging in Bearwood, and they are 
asked to leave the area for a certain amount of 
time or not to do a certain activity. 

“If they fail to comply with this notice it will 
become an offence and they can be summonsed 
to court or arrested.” 

It comes in the wake of complaints made ear¬ 
lier this year about ‘both passive and aggres¬ 
sive beggars’ by the Aldi and in the car park on 
Bearwood Road. 

At the time police issued six summonses to 
persistent beggars. 

Councillor Bob Piper, who represents the 
Abbey ward, said: “There were a few tents on 
the back of Aldi but most of the begging has 
been done around the shopping area on Bear¬ 
wood Road. 

“The generosity of people was encouraging 
them to continue. 

“This is a deliberate strategy with commu¬ 
nity support officers to talk to them and get 
them help and most of them now have accom¬ 
modation.” 


Author backs pupils’ reading efforts 



Back, from left, Councillor Pam Hughes, author Shoo Rayner, Councillors Richard Marshall and 
Elaine Costigan. Front, Wood Green Junior pupils Jodie Daniels, Sophie Kagla and Aryan Rai 

CHILDREN from a Black Coun- Nearly 3,000 children joined in ard Marshall, Sandwell Council’s 
try junior school were treated to this year’s challenge. The scheme cabinet member for leisure, said: 
an interactive story session from encourages children to carry on “The Big Friendly Read is a great 
a top author and illustrator. reading books during the sum- way to help children keep up their 

Youngsters from Wood Green mer holidays through a series of reading over the long summer 
Junior School were entertained book-related challenges. holidays. I congratulate all the 

and informed by Shoo Rayner at Mr Rayner, whose books in- children who took part, breaking 
Wednesbury Library. elude the Olympia series and 

Children from the school won retellings of Rudy ard Kipling’s 
this year’s ‘Big Friendly Read,’ Just So stories, visited the library 
which saw them achieve the high- to talk about his career and also 
est percentage of challenges com- hosted an interactive story session 
pleted in the town of Wednesbury. for the children. Councillor Rich- 


last year’s record.” Mr Rayner 
also met with pupils from other 
winning schools - Bearwood Pri¬ 
mary, Reddal Hill Primary, Rood 
End Primary, Hargate Primary, 
and St Paul’s Academy. 



PLUMBMASTER 


• Complete central 
heating and parts 
available 

• Taps • Towel rails 

• Showers 

• Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering 

• Bathroom Suites 

6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am -1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 



Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


Telephone 0121 559 9985 


D Like us on: 

facebook. 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


HOME SELECTIONS 



www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com nnduson 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG. Tel: 0121 557 7222 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Shutting 
shop on 
spirit of 
Christmas 

THERE is a great story about legend¬ 
ary Wolverhampton shopkeeper William 
Snape, who kept the famous tea and cof¬ 
fee emporium opposite this newspaper’s 
office in Queen Street. 

One Christmas Eve, sometime around 
the late 19th century, Mr Snape’s assis¬ 
tant, a young boy called Albert, asked if 
there would be any chance of finishing 
work early. It was Christmas after all. 

Mr Snape paused for thought, and 
asked the youngster if everywhere was 
tidy? Albert insisted it was. 

“I don’t think so,” replied the boss as 
he took a flying kick at a bag of coffee 
beans, scattering them all over the floor. 

Now I’m sure we’re all glad those sort 
of employment practices are a thing of 
the past. However, I can’t help but think 
that a bit of no-nonsense Victorian disci¬ 
pline wouldn’t go amiss on a shop assis¬ 
tant I encountered over Christmas. 

Now, admittedly 5.53pm on Christmas 
Eve is a bit last-minute. Well last seven 
minutes actually, but you get the point. 
However, the sign in the window said the 
shop - a very well-known high street re¬ 
tailer - would be open until 6pm, so why 
would you doubt it? 

Eventually, a grey-haired lady came to 
the door with the greeting: “What’s the 
problem?” 

I pointed to the sign saying open until 
6pm, and she replied: “You don’t want 
to take any notice of that, it’s Christmas 
Eve.” I suggested it might be a good idea 
to advertise the correct opening times, 
and that it was rather poor service. 

Grey-haired lady replied: “It’s Christ¬ 
mas Eve, we’ve got families to be with, 
so on yer bike.” And a happy new year to 
you, madam. 

□ □□ 

CONGRATULATIONS to Stourbridge 
FC for making football history as the low¬ 
est-ranked club to reach the third-round 
of the FA Cup. 

Manager Gary Hackett has criticised 
the major broadcasters for overlooking 
his team’s achievement, prompting op¬ 
tician Mark Moran to contact me with a 
solution. 

“Can you run a story about a Stour¬ 
bridge-born optician who is offering free 
specs to BBC staff to help correct their 
short-sightedness?” he asks. 

He suggests rose-tinted lenses for Alan 
Shearer, Gary Linker and Ian Wright over 
the way they wax lyrical about big-money 
sides like Chelsea. 

□ □□ 

SPRING will see the launch of the new 
12-sided £1 coin, designed by Walsall 
schoolboy David Pearce, and the old coin 
will cease to be legal tender in October. 

Now have a look through your change. 
How many shiny new £1 coins are there 
that have that have been minted in the 
past year or so? And they will all be melt¬ 
ed down by the autumn. It’s a good thing 
the country is awash with money, isn’t it? 



Water way to tap into 
a precious resource 



A Severn Trent worker looks over the spectacular Clywedog Reservoir 


There is much, much more to 
Severn Trent Water than the 
stuff that comes out of your 
tap, as TOBY NEAL explains 


GLUG, glug, glug. All that work, all 
that effort - and all down the drain! 

But as these stunning images show, 
there is much more to Severn Trent Wa¬ 
ter than the stuff that comes out of your 
tap. 

It is an operation that stretches from the 
valleys and reservoirs of mid Wales, to not 
far short of the North Sea - Scunthorpe to be 
precise - on the other side of the British main¬ 
land, and as far south as the Bristol Channel. 

It involves buildings and structures of 
beauty and distinction, and some other build¬ 
ings and structures where aesthetics play sec¬ 
ond fiddle to functionality. 

Severn Trent has released the photos to up¬ 
date its portfolio of corporate images and to 
bring home the range of its work, showing off 
its key assets across its vast patch including 
reservoirs, water treatment works, sewage 
treatment works, and anaerobic digestion 
plants. 

Spectacular 

Those reservoirs are spectacular features 
of the Welsh landscape blending so smoothly 
with nature that you might almost forget they 
are man-made as the red kites and buzzards 
soar overhead. 

Llyn Clywedog, west of Llanidloes, is one of 
the company’s most striking visitor sites, with 
a 72 metre (236ft) high dam, which is one of 
Britain’s largest concrete structures, holding 
back 50,000 megalitres of water. The area is 
rich in wildlife, and it is a great place for those 
wanting to get into the great outdoors to walk, 
sail - there’s a members-only sailing club - 
and fish, at the popular trout fishery. 

It was created through flooding 615 acres of 
agricultural land, including farms, in a four- 
year project which ended in 1967. 

It is not directly linked to the water sup¬ 


ply network. Its role is to regulate the flow of 
water to the River Severn during the winter, 
and to ensure a minimum flow during the 
summer. 

Despite its name, Lake Vyrnwy, west of 
Llanfyllin, is a man-made reservoir just under 
12 miles long. In creating it in late Victorian 
times, the village of Llanwddyn was sub¬ 
merged and the villagers moved out - includ¬ 
ing the remains of the dead in the churchyard. 

A new settlement was created lower down 
the valley by the Liverpool Corporation. In 
some dry summers the ghostly remains of the 
lost village of Llanwddyn can be seen as the 
water level falls. Operational in 1891, the lake 
was built to supply drinking water to Liver¬ 
pool. The dam was the first large masonry dam 
built in Britain. 

At its maximum depth, the lake is 216ft 
deep. When water goes down the drain of your 


sink, or down the toilet, it may seem to be the 
end of the process so far as consumers are con¬ 
cerned, but it is just part of the endless cycle 
for Severn Trent. 

Settled sewage is treated by special bacteria 
which turns it into carbon dioxide, water, or 
nitrogen. Water is cleaned up and returned to 
watercourses. The firm treats more than 1.4 
billion litres of waste water each day. 

Where there’s muck, there’s, er, energy. 
Many of the firm’s sewage treatment sites 
have engines which produce power from the 
digestion process of human waste. 

As well as treating waste from sewers, it 
also collects surface water or rainwater and 
returns it to the watercourses. 

Where does the water come from in the 
first place? That’s a bit of a chicken-and-egg 
question, but the sky, obviously, but more 
specifically from a variety of sources - bore¬ 


holes, rivers, and reservoirs. A third of drink¬ 
ing water supplies come from groundwater, 
which Severn Trent said is the same as most 
bottled water. Most of the groundwater comes 
from sandstone aquifers in the West Midlands 
and Nottinghamshire and is supplemented by 
smaller limestone aquifers in the Cotswolds 
and Derbyshire. 

As water reached through boreholes has fil¬ 
tered down through layers of rock over many 
years, it usually only needs minimal treat¬ 
ment. Two thirds of drinking water comes 
from rivers and reservoirs and this water goes 
through a number of processes before being fit 
to drink. 

First it is pumped into flocculation tanks 
to be clarified, then it goes to filtration tanks. 
Next stop is tanks containing activated carbon 
granules, which remove any remaining chem¬ 
icals. Finally chlorine is added to disinfect the 
water, which is now ready for distribution. 

Where does the magic happen? In Shrop¬ 
shire there are major sewage treatment works 
at Coalport, Rushmoor, and Monkmoor, and 
a major water treatment works at Shelton. 
There’s a major water treatment works just 
outside Severn Trent’s patch, in the Elan Val¬ 
ley, which is Welsh Water’s turf. 

Seriously 

Climate change is taken seriously and 
Severn Trent Water has six hydro turbines 
installed on four sites, producing around 1.7 
MW, which is three per cent of its self-gen¬ 
erated electricity from water. Wind turbines 
have been constructed at some Severn Trent 
Water sites and provides electricity equivalent 
to supplying about 1,500 homes annually. 

Some folk will remember the company when 
it was known as Severn Trent Water Author¬ 
ity, formed in 1974 as a regional, state-owned 
water authority based in Birmingham. By the 
mid-1980s, however, the government had de¬ 
cided to privatise the water industry. 

The 10 water authorities in England and 
Wales passed into private ownership in 1989. 
Severn Trent Pic is the parent company for 
Severn Trent Water, a private company. Over 
the years Severn Trent Pic has built up a port¬ 
folio of companies, known as Severn Trent 
Services. 
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. “off 

selected products 

S Old Buildings Removed 
S Asbestos Disposal 
s Base Laying Service 
Y Free Quotations 

CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Wooden 

Sheds 

H8S 


HUGE 

Concrete 

FREE 

Summer 

FREE 

Log Cabins 

RANGE 

Garages 

FITTING 

Houses 

FITTING 

& Garden Rooms 






Prices from g^verjd 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Fitted prices from 

£1599 
£3099 


Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


Fitted prices from 


8ft x 6ft £725 


Fitting service available 
Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


/Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 












































Backing call for goose-free town park 


KEITH Walker (letters, December 20) is 
right to call for a goose-free Victoria Park, 
Tipton (or at least many fewer there). 

I regularly take my dog for walks there 
and, quite rightly, I am expected under the 
threat of prosecution to pick up and dispose 
of her faeces. 

However, my shoes and her feet get cov¬ 
ered with goose droppings which walks on to 
the paths in the park, the pavements beyond 
and into my car. 

How incongruous is that? 

The other wildfowl cause no problem be¬ 


cause of their small numbers but the geese, 
which any way are not native to Britain, 
have reached epidemic proportions. 

Like any other plague, geese should be 
dealt with by humane culling in the inter¬ 
ests of hygiene and amenity so that the park 
can fulfil its intended recreational purpose. 

At the moment it is nothing more than a 
breeding ground for this urban pest which, 
in my opinion, would be acceptable in rural 
areas. 

DOUGLAS PARISH 

Rowley Regis 


Care must LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV1 IE 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Location of gallery 
is a big drawback 


be taken on 
scooters 

AS the population ages 
more and more people turn 
to mobility scooters as a 
means of transport. 

Nationally a number of 
fatalities occur as a result of 
their use. 

The change from driving 
a motor vehicle to a heavy 
cumbersome unit is very 
great. 

New users need to have 
appropriate training and 
know relevant details of 
the Highway Code, there is 
a specific code for scooter 
users. 

The larger and more pow¬ 
erful scooters are capable of 
8mph. 

At higher speeds they 
should be on the roads, on 
footways the speed should 
be governed at 4mph. 

Even at this speed they 
can inflict serious injuries 
to pedestrians. 

For their own safety and 
the safety of others, mo¬ 
bility scooters need to be 
driven whether on the road 
or footways with the utmost 
care. 

A T FOWLER 

Sandwell Road 

Safety Organisation 


RE: Walsall Art Gallery cri¬ 
sis 

One of the senior staff ad¬ 
mitted to me that the great¬ 
est problem was its location. 
However great the art, the 
problem can be summed up 
in four short words - into 
town and out. 

Earlier this year, I trav¬ 
elled to Liverpool for a 
Jackson Pollock exhibition 
in a gallery 20 mins walk 
from Lime Street station: if 
I’d have to have taken a bus 
to some distant town to view 
this great art work, I would 
have been totally deterred. 

When I first saw the 
headline about the proposed 
building of an art gallery in 
Walsall, I was dumbfounded. 
There must be something in 
the council house water... I 
could not think of a worse 


place to access by visitors 
from other parts of the 
country - and the paintings 
and sculptures are worth 
a visit. But Manchester to 
Wolverhampton, then Wol¬ 
verhampton to Walsall? It’s 
quicker to go from London’s 
Euston Station to the South 
Bank. 

It is possible to sell the 
art gallery nationwide with 
input from the loyal sup¬ 
porters. My humorous con¬ 
tribution was ‘Q What is a 
Walsall wonderer? 

A. Someone who won¬ 
ders how such great art 
can be seen in the middle 
of the Black Country. Why 
not convene a supporters’ 
think-in? I’m sure such peo¬ 
ple would. 

IVOR MORGAN 

West Bromwich 


No rights 
in prison 

SO a lot of inmates went 
on a rampage because of 
grievances, denial of their 
rights. How fortunate for 
them that we are not still in 
the 18th or 19th centuries 
or even earlier, then they 
would have had reason to 
object. 

No-one forces these people 
to become criminals; they do 
it out of choice. If you don’t 
want to do the time, then 
don’t do the crime. It now 
seems that many of these 
inmates choose not to work 
for a living, but to live off 
the proceeds of crime. Law 
abiding citizens are still 
keeping them in what al¬ 
most amounts to luxury. 

Many of the prisoners 
could make use of their time 
by trying to improve them¬ 
selves, but how many I won¬ 
der take advantage of this. 
Once a criminal always a 
criminal, but it doesn’t have 
to be like this. 

LEN HALES 

Cradley Heath 

Unspeakable 
acts in Aleppo 

I HAVE sat in my front 
room and watched the indis¬ 
criminate murder of women 
and children in Aleppo. 

Once again unspeakable 
acts have been perpetrated 
on the vulnerable. All the 
talk at the United Nations 
and elsewhere meant noth¬ 
ing to the criminals who car¬ 
ried out these acts. 

There are people in this 
world who only respond to 
strength and talking means 
nothing to these people. 
Our country and our friends 
in Western Europe need to 
make sure we are strong 
enough to defend ourselves. 

JOHN GREEN 

Tipton 



COMFORT HIGH SEAT TOILETS 


KITCHENS 


DISPLAYS 
IN STORE 


I A toilet with a couple of extra 
| inches of height makes all the 
difference, Large choice of 
discrete and stylish modern 
designs. 

I SUPPLY ONLY £149.00 

from i 

INSTALLED £299.00^ 


BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION ■ WALK IN BATH INSTALLATION 



Fully Installed inc. 

Safety Glass Enclosure, 
Shower seat, Grab Rail, 
Shower valve 
Plastering, Tiling or 
Easy Clean Wall 
Panels. 

INSTALLED 

from 

fST £1895.00* 



SEE DISPLAYS 
IN STORE 


Bath or shower In 
comfort. Fully Installed 
Includes, Walk in bath, 
Thermostatic bath/ 
shower mixer, bathing 
seat tiling or easy 
clean wall panels 

INSTALLED 

£2995.00 


> Over 50 displays in store • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 
1 Long established business • Quality installers 


‘Terms and conditions apply see in store for details. 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 
CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 


CLARKS • PUMA • GSTAR • SKECHERS • R1EKER • KICKERS 


73 


m 
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EST.I865 


SHOES 


UNITED 


WEAR 


(/> 
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SALE 

NOW ON! 


MANY WINTER 

BOOT BARGAINS! 
COMFY SLIPPERS! 
BEST BRANDS! 


BLUNTS 


578 Bearwood Road, 
Smethwick 
B66 4BW 

0121 429 1794 


BLUNTS 


51 Pershore Road South, 
Cotteridge, Birmingham 
B30 3EG 

0121 458 6406 


BLUNTS 


647 Kingstanding Road, 
Birmingham 
B449RG 

0121 354 7592 


www.BluntsShoes.com 

STOCK UP ON SANDALS AT WINTER SALE PRICES! 


CATERPILLAR • HITEC • SPOT ON • LOAKE • TIMBERLAND 



Established over 20 years 


m m am a m a a a »«°iiwibu over «_ 

Window Warehouse Ltd 


• Windows 
Composite Doors 
• Porches 
• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door 


Fascias / Guttering 
• Building Work 
• Misted-up Units 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 

TELEPHONE: 0121 344 2222 
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FILA • DUNLOP • GRENSON • STARTRITE • MERRELL • FIRE TRAP-HARLEY DAVIDSON 
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Cleaning 1 
Services now available 
to restore all your uPVC 
products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 


m 


U >MH 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JANUARY INSTALLATIONS 


FREEPHONE 0800 9,17 




Blackheath 




Baggies’ festive bonus 


Player Craig Dawson with Rehan Anwar, aged six, and Asya Anwar from Merry Hill 


Nine-year-old Stan Green with Salomon Rondon at Sandwell Hospital Baggies’ Matt Phillips and Craig Dawson, with staff Julie Dale and Karen Anderson Jamie Ahmed, aged seven, with Chris Brunt of West Bromwich Albion 


ALBION players treated sick children 
to an early Christmas present when 
they paid surprise visits to Black 
Country hospitals. 

Stars from the Baggies team visited the chil¬ 
dren’s wards at Sandwell General Hospital in 
West Bromwich and Russells Hall in Dudley - 
handing out gifts and signing shirts. 

Footballers Chris Brunt and Gareth McAuley 
said it was great to help put smiles on patient’s 
faces at this difficult time this year. 

Jamie Ahmed aged seven, with Argen- They attended Sandwell General with fellow 
tine footballer, midfielder Claudio Yacob teammates Claudio Yacob and Salomon Rondon. 


Patient, Stan Green, aged nine, who was being 
treated on Lyndon Ground ward at Sandwell 
General, said meeting the players was ‘like a 
dream come true’. 

Defender Gareth McAuley said: “It’s humbling 
but very rewarding for the people we come and 
see and also for ourselves as well. It’s great to 
give a little back and to see smiling faces at some¬ 
where like a hospital is always nice, to try and 
make a difference. 

“It’s a hard time for families but we can come 
down here and take their minds off it for a min¬ 
ute, make their kid smile, make the parents 
smile, and it makes a huge difference for people.” 


Midfielder Chris Brunt said: “It is good to 
come down here and give something back. We 
come to the hospital every year. “Being in hospi¬ 
tal isn’t the greatest place to be around Christ¬ 
mas, and if we can help break up the time they 
spend here by coming along and putting a smile 
on the patients’ faces then it is great. I have got 
young kids of my own who have been in hospital, 
not with anything serious, and isn’t nice.” 

Acting Chief Nurse Elaine Newell added: “We 
are always very grateful to the West Bromwich 
Albion Football Team for their continued gener¬ 
ous support of our young patients at Christmas 
time.” 


Player Craig Dawson with Rebecca Bradley 
and Nova Cox, aged 16 months of Tividale 


























































Bench unveiling tribute 
to town stalwart Bill, 89 



Tom Watson addresses the crowd, in tribute to former councillor Bill Archer, in the 
wheelchair, with his daughter, Councillor Elaine Costigan and ‘Blind’ Dave Heeley 


A PLAQUE and bench have 
been unveiled in honour of 
an important and beloved 
Wednesbury figure. 

In order to pay tribute to Al¬ 
derman William Archer, who is 
currently suffering from poor 
health, a crowd of people turned 
out alongside representatives 
of Sandwell Council, MPs Adri¬ 
an Bailey and Tom Watson, and 
members of the Royal British Le¬ 
gion. 

The special ceremony on Saturday 
saw the unveiling of a plaque and 
bench on Union Street, near to the 
former site of the clothes shop Freda’s 
which was run for many years by Al¬ 
derman Archer, known as Bill to his 
family and friends. 

Among the speakers paying tribute 
to Bill, who is now aged 89, was the 
town’s poet laureate Brendan Haw¬ 
thorne. 

Respect 

Despite Bill having been a Conserva¬ 
tive councillor for Wednesbury North, 
there were no signs of political divides 
as the two Labour MPs, leader of the 
council Councillor Steve Eling and 
Wednesbury North Councillor Peter 
Hughes all spoke to express their re¬ 
spect for the alderman. 

Well-known local fundraiser ‘Blind’ 
Dave Heeley was also in attendance. 

Speaking after the event, Bill said: 
“It was a wonderful day, and the bench 
is top class, and now there for elderly 
people to rest their legs. 

“It proved that being a councillor is 
not about politics, but working for the 
people. 

“And I did work hard for many years 
for the people of Wednesbury.” 

Bill’s daughter Elaine Costigan, 
who is a Wednesbury North councillor 
herself, brought Bill along in a wheel¬ 


chair to hear the tributes. Councillor 
Costigan said: “He was able to chat to 
current councillors and MPs, who are 
all Labour but serve the community 
in the same spirit as he did all those 
years ago.” 

She added: “It was very emotional, 
and he was absolutely blown away by 
all the people who turned out for him.” 

Bill was made an honorary Aider- 
man in 2011, in recognition of his 36 
years of service with the local author¬ 
ity. 

It was only ill health and caring 


for his wife that led to him stepping 
down from the role. He grew up in the 
town’s Portway Road and was in the 
Royal Marines from 1945 for three 
years. 

Clothes 

Bill went on to be a long distance 
lorry driver for Rubery Owen and 
then ran the clothes shop in Union 
Street for 17 years. In 1974 he became 
a councillor for what was initially 
known as the Market Ward but later 
became Wednesbury North. 
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Built and operated by Places for People Leisure Ltd 
in partnership with Sandwell Council 


Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 


Gym 


Swim 

£ 20.17 


Offer only available 1 st - 9 th January 2017 

www.placesforpeopleleisure.org 


West Bromwich Leisure Centre 

0121 580 6430 

Contact us or join online 


#movemore 


p 

aces,^ 


people 


Terms and conditions apply. 
Nothing more to pay until 1st February 2017. 


[ P ' Google Play [ H App Store ] 


Whatever place you're into 


Our new App coming soon 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, January 5, 2017 
























Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, January 5, 2017 


10 


Church group finds path to kindness 



Councillor Elaine Costigan with children from the Wednesbury Adventure and Pathfinder Club, at Wednesbury Town Hall 


SHOWING the true spirit of Christ¬ 
mas, children from a Black Country 
church group, have donated presents 
to those less fortunate than them¬ 
selves. 

Gathering at Wednesbury Town 
Hall, the Wednesbury Adventure and 
Pathfinder Club’s young members 
were delighted to be able to share a lit¬ 
tle festive joy through their kind gifts. 

The group puts on classes for chil¬ 
dren of all different ages and ethnic¬ 
ities, with British children joining 
those from the Philippines and the 
Caribbean at the town hall for the 
presentation. The Pathfinder Club,is 


part of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, and works with children and 
teenagers in a similar way to scouting 
groups. 

Andrea Brown of Wednesbury Ad¬ 
venture and Pathfinder Club said: 
“We want to teach the children to give 
to others who don’t really get gifts at 
Christmas. We want to work with the 
community to improve society.” 

Parents of the club’s members were 
asked to help out by giving pocket 
money to the children to spend money 
on the presents, which have then been 
given to youngsters in social care as 
well as to elderly residents at local 


retirement homes. She also explained 
that the group is currently running 
out of Woods Methodist Church on 
Bromfield Road, but that they are 
hoping to find a permanent new home. 
“We want to get a place of our own, for 
the church and for the club, and are 
raising funds for this. We would like 
to run a soup kitchen there if we can,” 
she added. 

Councillor Elaine Costigan, who 
represents the Wednesbury North 
ward, was at the town hall for the 
presentation of gifts, and said: “They 
have been so generous and it was a 
great idea.” 


Recycling 
plant may 
help boost 
electricity 

A RECYCLING centre could expand in an at¬ 
tempt to turn thousands of tons of waste into 
electricity. 

The proposals for the round-the-clock operation at 
Giffords Recycling Centre in West Bromwich have 
been revealed in a report submitted to Sandwell 
Council, which aims to identify potential environ¬ 
ment impacts. 


The applicants intend to 
create a Materials Recovery 
Facility (MRF) which would 
allow the centre off Kelvin 
Way to treat in the region 
of 360,000 tons of waste per 
year, from which they can 
create electricity to export 
to the grid. 

The MRF would be able 
to turn this commercial, 
industrial, municipal and 
consumable waste, into 
around 290,000 of refuse de¬ 
rived fuel, that can then go 
through an Energy Recov¬ 
ery Facility (ERF) to create 
electricity. 

The scoping report states 
that the ERF will be oper¬ 
ated on a 24 hours, 7 days 
a week basis. In addition, 
the facility would produce 
a significant amount of heat 
which the developers say 
could be used by neighbour¬ 
ing industrial units. 


By Judith Hawkins 

It is estimated that the 
new facilities could result 
in 174 HGV movements per 
day. Around 35 full-time 
staff would be employed on 
the site, with 10 to 12 staff 
working at the site at any 
one time. 

Explaining how the op¬ 
eration works, the report 
states: “The treatment 
process converts residual, 
non-recyclable waste into 
energy. The waste is heated 
within a controlled environ¬ 
ment. The waste undergoes 
thermal decomposition into 
syngas, a gas rich in hydro¬ 
gen, carbon monoxide and 
methane, which is in turn 
combusted.” 

A scoping report is sub¬ 
mitted to identify any major 
areas of concern before a 
planning application is sub¬ 
mitted. 


[Savannah’s write on 
Target with contest 



Savannah McFadden, aged 14, from Ormiston Forge Acad¬ 
emy, Cradley Heath, won with her piece ‘My Little Meadow’ 

STUDENTS from a Black Country school are celebrating 
winning the National Literacy Trust’s Voices writing com¬ 
petition. Savannah McFadden, aged 14, from Ormiston 
Forge Academy in Cradley Heath, was in first place with 
her piece ‘My Little Meadow’. 

Fellow student Maymunar Nasir, aged 13, received sec¬ 
ond runner-up for her poem ‘A Place Called Home’. 

The Voices competition launched in April 2016 as part of 
the National Literacy Trust’s Literacy for Life programme, 
which Ormiston Forge Academy has been taking part in 
since 2014. It is supported by author and linguist, Profes¬ 
sor David Crystal. Voices challenged students to write 500 
words about a public space they feel strongly about. 

On hearing the results of the competition, Savannah and 
Maymunar said: “We were delighted to have done so well in 
this prestigious competition.” 

Literacy for Life puts literacy at the heart of whole school 
by addressing the key language and literacy deficits. It is 
being piloted in six schools from the Aldridge and Ormiston 
academy chains, including Ormiston Forge Academy. 


IMPROVE YOUR 
CAREER PROSPECTS 
IN 2017 RiBSSillsli 


^Dudley 

College 7 

HIGHER 

EDUCATION !i 

PROFESSIONAL 


WITH OUR PROFESSIONAL AND HIGHER L 
EDUCATION COURSES AT DUDLEY COLLEGE 


Courses starting early 2017 in: 

•Accounting 

• Business 

• Early years advanced practitioner 

• Education & training 

• Electrical & electronic 

• Electrical installation 

• Health & social care 

• Management 

• Mechanical engineering 

• Purchasing supply 

• Sales & marketing. 


LEARN NOW, PAY LATER 

You only have to start making 
repayments when you have 
finished your course and 
earning over £21,000 a year. 


Many of our professional courses are eligible 
for an Advanced Learner or Higher Education 
Loan.Visit us on our enrolment days: 

Tuesday 3 rd January 9am - 7pm 
Wednesday 4 th January 9am - 7pm 
Thursday 5 th January 9am - 7pm 
Friday 6 th January 9am - 4pm 



For more information and to apply 
online visit: www.dudleycol.ac.uk 


hands-on 

thinking 


Apply online .. it’s 

Going to 


Choosing a Sandwell 
school is a wise move. 

Sandwell has one of the 
highest proportions of 
primary schools rated as 
good or outstanding by 
OfSTED in the 
West Midlands. 

Results in our primary 
schools have improved 
over the last 5 years. 


If you require help or 
further information 
please phone the 
Admissions Parent 
Support line on: 
0121-569 6765 


; fast.. it’s flexible .. it’s secure 

school in Sandwell 
in September 2017 


If you have a child born between 
1 September 2012 and 31 August 2013 they are 
due to start reception class 

or 

If your child attends an infant school in year 2, 
they are due to transfer to junior school. 

If you are a Sandwell resident and have not yet 
applied for a place please visit our website to 
complete and submit your application 

www.sandwell.gov.uk/ 

schooladmissions 

But hurry— the closing date for reception and 
junior applications is 15 January 2017. 


Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council, 
Learning Services, 

School Admissions Service, 

PO Box 16230 
Sandwell Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury B69 9EX 
annual_schooladmissions@sandwell.gov.uk 
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At Cousins we've got a really big 
store full of ClttCe wtmder&... 


Hurry, extra discounts off all sale prices are now in their 
final week, there's never been a better time to save on furniture, 
carpets, beds, homewares and much more, including all the 
famous brand names. 

Plus pay nothing until Summer, no deposit, interest free 


OTTO LEATHER 
SWIVEL CHAIR 
Normal £699 
Sale £§49 


Parker Knoll 


lHALO L> JTii 


U.irrv%n 


WINTER SALE 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 
Offer now in its 

k Final Week! j 


ORWELL CORNER GROUP 
(INCLUDES CUSHIONS) 
Normal £4499 I Sale £899 


LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING UNTIL SUMMER. NO DEPOSIT. INTEREST FREE. 


Cousins 


Open 7 days a week | Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
(Subject to variation on Bank Holidays) 


a true family business 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 



Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


CELEBRATING 

31 


■P www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


Free parking 
Instore restaurant 
Large stocks 
Immediate delivery 


TRUSTED MERCHANT 

2016 

★ ★★★★ 
feefo 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in June 2017 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, c 
specials and in-store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 15.01.17 except where stated. See website for Pi 
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HEALTH^ 

SANDWELL 

We find the support you need 

WHAT'S YOUR 
NEW YEAR'S 
RESOLUTION? 


GIVING UP SMOKING... 


You are 4 times more likely to 
quit with our FREE support. 


If you want to quit smoking in 2017, why don't you access FREE expert help? 

There's loads of options available to suit you. We have drop in sessions or booked appointments, either 
as one-to-one or within a group, so you can choose what works best for you. We also have specialist 
support to help pregnant smokers and their families give up. 

You are 4 times more likely to quit when you use specialist service, so why don't you give 
Healthy Sandwell a ring today and see how we can help you? 

CALL US ON 0800 011 4656 


■ 

Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 








Safety concerns raised 
at fire-hit former pub 



The derelict former Dolls House pub in Newbury Lane, Oldbury 

£1.7m to fight homelessness 


A FIRE-damaged former pub 
is to be fenced off amid fears 
over its condition. 

The old Dolls House in New¬ 
bury Lane, Oldbury was left in a 
precarious state following the lat¬ 
est in a series of fires last month. 

Concerns were raised about the 
roof structure and that tiles and other 
material could fall from it. Sandwell 
Council bosses have called for the 
building’s owners to take action. 

Council chiefs said structural engi¬ 
neers were investigating the derelict 
building to try to make it safer. For 
now, it will be fenced off to stop people 
from getting onto the site. 

Bosses said they would be looking to 
contact the owners of the site to serve 
a notice on them calling for action. 

Around 30 firefighters tackled the 
most recent blaze on December 11. 

The site has also been blighted by 
fly-tipping. 

Ward councillor Maria Crompton 
called for the owners to knock the 
building down. 

Demolished 

She said: “The best solution we feel 
is for this building to be demolished in 
the interest of safety.” 

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet 
member for regeneration, said: “Peo¬ 
ple are rightly concerned that the 
owners of the property have left the 
building in this state and we have sent 
notices to them instructing them to 
deal with the problems. 

“We instructed them to remove 
and dispose of all rubbish on the site, 
to demolish and remove the smoking 
shelter and to improve the security of 
the building. 

“So far they have not responded to 
our demands and our legal officers are 
working on serving further notices in¬ 
structing them to deal urgently with 
the problems.” 


THE Government has confirmed fi¬ 
nancial support of £1.7million for 
Birmingham City Council’s efforts to 
prevent homelessness. 

The funding could help up to an ad¬ 
ditional 9,000 people by tackling the 
root causes that can lead to someone 
losing their home. 

Birmingham City Council leader 
Councillor John Clancy said: “We are 
delighted with the news that our ap¬ 
plication for the homelessness preven¬ 
tion trailblazer opportunity has been 


successful. It is particularly pleasing 
the government has recognised the 
ambition of our bid, which will be de¬ 
livered with a range of partners, help¬ 
ing people accessing our services to get 
back on their feet. 

“Now the funding has been secured, 
to support existing funding we have 
previously protected for homeless¬ 
ness, we are looking forward to work¬ 
ing with Solihull Council in tackling 
rough sleepers and youth homeless¬ 
ness through our programme.” 
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Jewellers 









Money lent on the spot on gold 
jewellery and luxury watches. 



Tel: 0121 500 6384 Mob: 07961 974 084 


Address: 

96 High Street 
West Bromvneh 
B70 6/W 

currency ^ 




W& <m t/mf pimed... . job m 

do*®, Umkyow t/Wj much," 

Mrs Taylor of Halesowen 

good locwLbte, ^ 

reng bJde, 

oud itkoPVjHy lecomnmd " 

Mr&Mrs Whitehosue ofHasbury 

Mvy ioitufad uidU & u/utdouJi and 
- o)M lecoutomd Id dOm " 

Mrs Gould of Hurst Green 


INLITEN FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


INLITEN BACK 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 

/gX oYoYoYo) 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


...Including 
fitting! 


...Including 

fitting! 


• Full Window Doctor Service Available 

• Misted Units Replaced 


e Your NEW windows will sparkle this Winter I 
• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 



HASBURT WINDOWS Ltd. 


QUALITY 


SERVICE 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONEUNES OPEN: 9 00am 9 00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 


• Visit our showroom 


• Deal direct with the owner 


Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 



FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 


rvi /vs r>r\ 

v V v v V 
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ZEST MIDLANDS 
)OUBLE GLAZING LT 

77 Overend St., 
West Bromwich 
B70 6EY 

3121 532 0784 


iRUNSWIQ 
PUB 

Crankhill Lane, 
Wednesbury 
WS10 0QQ 

3121 502 493S 


3AKW00D 
LODGES 

Llwynbaedd, 

|hayader LD6 5NT l»M 
01597 811422 


CHIPPY 

32 Whitehall Road, 
West Bromwich 
B70 0HE 

3121 557 1407 


57 Hollyhead Road, 
Wednesbury 
WS10 7DF 

)121 556 6222 m 


"n 


AA 

DOMESTICS 

[The Cornbow Centre, 
Halesowen 
(Ground Floor) 


DAVII 
WITHERS 
BUTCHERS 

k 1 St. Kenelms Road, 
Romsley B62 ONI 

m 





B&L 
SHUTTERS LTD 

4 Hainge Road, 
Oldbury B69 2NU 

Jp121 5445 1221 j 
www.bandlshutters.co;uk1 


C 


TRINITY 
r FUNERAL | 
SERVICES LTD 1 

Church Hill Street, 
^Smethwick B67 7AH 

i 0121 558 3242 


IINCES ENI 
GARAGE 

71 High Street, 
Princes End,Tipton 
DY4 9JF 

3121 557 2370i 


CAKE 

EMPORIUM* 

3 Hagley Road, 
Halesowen B63 4PU 
Closed 23rd December - 
Re-open 

4th January 2017 

3121 448 249 


UMGLE RIN< 
CO. LTD 

Bloomfield Road, 
Tipton DY4 9EH 

0121 557 7241 
WA 


MIDLAND 
>ETSUPPLI 

145 Potters Lane, 
Wednesbury 
WS10 0AT 

0121 5561497 


HERITAGE 
BUILDERS^ 
MERCHANTS LT[ 

Lower High Street, 
Cradley Heath ^ 
B64 4AJ 

31384 41274J 


TEWISH LI 

36 Halesowen Road, 
Cradley Heath 
B64 5LP 

01384 566945 
wBi 


STONY LANI 
CHIPPY 

142 Stony Lane, 
Smethwick 
B67 7BB 


JSSELLSKI 

89 William Street, 
West Bromwich 
B70 OBG 

07721 387990 




IB PHONE! 

Sell - Repair- 
Unlock 

58 Great Bridge, 
Tipton DY4 7EW 

1121 557 88S~ 


G.P.S. 

Zonstructioi 

58 Walsall Road, 
West Bromwich 

>121 588 2746 

mgpsconstructions,con 


GNG 
NURSERY 

Trinity Street, 
Smethwick 
B67 7AA 

0121 565 8876 


IUGHESTH 
BUTCHERS 

12a Market Place, 
Wednesbury 
WS10 7AX 

3121 556 969< 


FSTUARTAND 
FTHE TEAM FROM 
JEALOUSI 

&08 Brecon View Roac 
West Bromwich | 
B71 3NX 

rQi121 588 20411 



IREPLACl 
FACTORY^ 
DIRECT 

Unit 12, Parkrose Ind. 
Estate, Middlemore Rd, 
Smethwick B66 2DZ 

0121 558 8265 
wwwdireplacefactorydirect.co.uk 


SANDWELL 
UNTEER BURE 

Municipal Buildings, 
Oldbury 
0121 544 8326 
^mvolunteercentresandwell.orw 


FLAVOURZ 
ORLDBUFFE' 

Wolverhampton Road,' 
Oldbury 
B68 8LQ 

121 552 004 


fEDNESBUR 

MARKSMEN 

Perry Street, 
Wednesbury 
WS10 0AX 

>121 556 965 


ELITE 
LEGAL 

Road Traffic Accidents 
£200 paid for every 
referral 

0121 429 4503 
07527 787050 


EWMONKE 

27 High Street, 
Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands 
B645HG 


NAJRAN 
BUILDING & 
FENCING SUPPLIES } 

194-196 Springhill 
B18 7BS 

0121 456 3555 
7930 39662 

K 


NICKIS 

FISH BAR vmispiRATiONi 

9 Woodbury Road, FIRES 

Halesowen 406 Bearwood Road, 

>121 421 1394 k! Smethwick 

B66 4EX 

121 429 3186 A 


HAWTHORN 
■ WINDOWS 

Unit 1, Shenstone 
Trading Estate, 
Bromsgrove Road, 
Halesowen 
B63 3XB 


JORDANS 
SOLICITORS 

Halesowen - Blackheath 

J21 585 3900 01215592922 
p™w.jordan$-$olicitors.coTuk 


CHAPNUU 
ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 

112-119 
Reddal Hill Road, 
radley Heath B64 5JNj 

31384 566497 


MOSS REPAIRS 

250Coombes Road, 
Halesowen B62 8AA 

07875 345783 

M 





On the right beat towards exercise 


BEAT the Street, a seven-week physical activity challenge, 
is returning to Sandwell after attracting 22,000 partici¬ 
pants last year. The challenge sees players use cards simi¬ 
lar to Oyster cards to track their progress past special ‘beat 
boxes’ positioned on lamp posts throughout the borough. 

Taking part is free and cards can be used at any time as 
players walk around the area and on their journey to and 
from school, work, and as they go about their day. 

The more ‘beat boxes’ a user taps, the more points they 
get for themselves, their team, and the community in total! 

The free scheme aims to support health and wellbeing, 
reduce congestion, and promote unity within the commu¬ 


nity. The National Charity Partnership are funding Beat 
the Street, a partnership between Diabetes UK, the British 
Heart Foundation and Tesco. It will be rolled out across 
Sandwell from February 8 to March 29. A spokesman said: 
“The target is to get 30,000 people playing!” 

Players will be able to see how many points they have 
individually and as a team on the Beat the Street website, 
from January 25. If you would like to participate or have 
any further questions contact team.sandwell@beatthes- 
treet.me or engagement manager Asad on asad.agha@in- 
telligenthealth.co.uk 

The closing date for all team entries is March 1. 


Replacing fallen wall 
will cost over £200k 



Robert Mooney, whose garden backs on to a wall that has fallen 


Former pub was blitzed 


A BLAZE at a derelict building has 
been confirmed as arson. West Mid¬ 
lands Fire Service sent five pumps 
to the tackle the flames at the prop¬ 
erty on Park Lane East in Tipton at 
around 10pm last Tuesday. 

After entering the burning prem¬ 
ises the firefighters discovered two 
separate fires, one on the ground 
floor and one on the first floor. 

The building which is believed to 
have been formerly a pub, was in 
the process of being converted into 
homes. The back of the property 


was gutted by the flames, with the 
blackened and damaged windows 
revealing how the inside was totally 
destroyed by the blaze. 

Tipton crew commander Ian 
Wright said: “Because it’s boarded 
up and derelict, it’s not going to be 
an accident.” West Midlands Po¬ 
lice have confirmed that an arson 
investigation is underway and say 
enquiries are ongoing. 

Fire crews revisited at 7am and 
11.13am on Wednesday to continue 
dampening down the hotspots. 


A 12ft wall that collapsed over 
two years ago could cost coun¬ 
cil bosses more than £200,000 to 
rebuild. 

The wall fell into Stacey Close, Old 
Hill, in June 2014. Council bosses 
have now said that they are looking to 
appoint a contractor to undertake the 
‘major structural works’ in fear that it 
could collapse and ‘lead to serious in¬ 
jury or a fatality.’ 

The council report states that the antici¬ 
pated value of the contract is in the region 
of £239,885. The wall also fell into the rear 
of Clyde Street, which caused neighbouring 
properties distress. 

Orange barriers remained in place fol¬ 
lowing the collapse but concerned resident, 
Robert Mooney, claimed earlier this year 
that despite several visits from council of¬ 
ficers still nothing was being done. 

It was decided in October that the Sutton 
Coldfield Construction company will under¬ 
take the work. 

Mr Mooney spoke of his delight in the 
matter finally nearing a resolution. He said: 
“It has been a three year battle and I am 
happy that something will be done about 
this. 

Repair 

“I have heard that work is expected to 
start in January, so we shall see. When it 
goes ahead, I will be very pleased.” 

The report to the Interim Director of 
Neighbourhood Services states that six 
companies were sent the tender documents 
- with one estimating a cost of around 
£422,000 for the repair work. 

It says: “The contract is required to 
undertake major structural works to the 
gardens, outbuildings, foundations and re¬ 
taining walls at the side of 16 Stacey Close 
and the rear of Clyde Street Properties. 
The collapsed wall is in the ownership of 
Sandwell MBC, and therefore the council is 
responsible for its upkeep.” 

Around 28 cubic metres of soil will be 
excavated per garden, including the demo¬ 
lition and replacement of one garage-work¬ 
shop in the rear garden of one of the private 
properties, as it is built next to the partially 
collapsed wall. 

Re-instatement works to the rear gar¬ 
dens once the retaining wall has been com¬ 
pleted will include slabs to pathways and 
fences. A fence will also be installed on top 
of the new retaining wall. 

A section of the unadopted highway at 
the top of Stacey close will need to be re¬ 
moved and reinstated so that the concrete 
footing and retaining wall can be installed. 

Other repair options were also consid¬ 
ered by council bosses. 


Simply Confident 
Simply NjturjI. 


FREE Dcnturt 
I Care Pack with ? 
I thrs advert when : 
: purchase new j 
dentures 

: MU* act k U*i 




CrratitKj hrauty 

In every mile J 


Call now on 
01902 664634 



Hs^n{ dentures Ihat le«ive yr»i teelirg 
Hfrlwravsed run mi.v you to loose 
t ♦* ary| nn( fi> vr+tiU* Cuwtr^g 

to go out tor a rtseaf is not ever, an optlori - 
So many put up with th**, here at S*np<v 1 
Demure* yoo see the person who makes 
your new teeth ond we believe he os to 
give you the results you want Just W«e our 
patient here, Grace, she had lef her teeth 
get too worn unit w*r\ delighted with lie 
snide that we were able to achieve tor her. 



Pet*' B no cioei Of COT 

6DC No. 12442ft 


*em us at 16 17 ftosewlle Precinct Cast* St Cosetey. WY14 9€ P 
Celt us tor • tree 30 min denture health check 01902 6M434 
*w« smindentures net 



Well, 2016 went by so quickly we thought 
we’d better get you ready for NEXT year! 


iTransformWoOnKitchen 


Don’t leave it another year! Lets make it happen this year 
with the No.1 Replacement Kitchen Doors experts 


* 


Over 40 Styles & Colours 




r January\ 

Sale 


I yj WK Buy 2 get 1 Free 


Made to Size Doors New Worktops New Handles New Look! 

. , Visit your Get Your 

TKirzssr local or Brochure 

We Can request a FREE _ j 

Replace home quote! ^gg gg gl Lj 

01384 293654 P^h|. -Jr ^ 

il l M y C Monday to Friday WpTi | v/i 

i# 10am - 5.30pm TAjlI/J - e*f A 1 

DOOrS Saturday 10 - 4pm 

'on More ^ closed Sunday 


Doors & More - Doors House Wordsley Green Stourbridge DY8 5PD (Next to Sainsburys) 


5* Dudley 

College 7 

LOOKING FOR, 

AN APPRENTICE SHIP 
IN 2017? | 


Learn and earn in the New Year with 
an Apprenticeship. We have over 70 
vacancies with local companies to start 
early 2017 in the following sectors: 

• Accountancy 

• Administration 

• CAD design 

• Catering 

• Childcare 

• Electrical 

• Engineering 

• Hair 

• Health & social care 

• Heating & ventilating 

• Hospitality 

•IT 

• Painting & decorating 
•Wall & floor tiling. 



ONE OFTHETOP 
COLLEGES NATIONALLY 

for the number of apprentices that 
successfully achieve their qualifications. 


For interest in our vacancies or to arrange an interview 
email apprenticeships@dudleycol.ac.uk 

To view current Apprenticeship vacancies 
and apply online visit www.dudleycol.ac.uk 


hands-on 

thinking 

Since 1862 
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Majority of vaping shops 
caught selling to under-l8s 


AN undercover trading standards operation found 90 per 
cent of vaping shops visited in Sandwell sold nicotine-inhal¬ 
ing products to an underage volunteer. 

Out of 10 shops visited by the volunteer for Sandwell Trading Stand¬ 
ards, nine sold them products containing nicotine, such as e-cigarettes 
and e-liquids. Council Trading Standards officers are advising retailers 
to be vigilant and responsible when selling such products. 


Flood of calls 
expected over 
injury claims 

LAWYERS are warning people to 
expect a flood of calls from claims 
management companies encouraging 
people to make personal injury claims 
- even if they haven’t been injured. 

Cold calling is defined as the solici¬ 
tation of business from potential cus¬ 
tomers who have had no prior contact 
with the salesperson making the call. 

Neil Sugarman, president of na¬ 
tional not-for-profit group the asso¬ 
ciation of personal injury lawyers 
(APIL), said the number of calls could 
rise under government plans. 

He said: “If you think there are too 
many calls and texts already, brace 
yourself to be inundated. 

“The Government’s plan is to 
force vast numbers of injured people 
through the small claims court, which 
is designed for people to represent 
themselves.” 

He added: “This is a business op¬ 
portunity for claims management 
companies, which make the cold calls 
and texts, who will tout for claims.” 


They have warned that they are 
applying the same checks as they do 
to the sale of any other age-restricted 
products. 

In response to the investigation’s 
findings, cabinet member for pub¬ 
lic health and protection, Councillor 
Preet Gill, said: “Clearly this is an un¬ 
acceptable result. It’s important that 
retailers have procedures in place to 
ensure they do not break the law. 

“Research suggests that e-cigarettes 
could act as a gateway to smoking to¬ 
bacco cigarettes and the long-term 
health effects of using an electronic 
cigarette are still unknown.” 

Bob Charnley, Trading Standards 
and Licensing manager, said: “It’s 
our job to protect children by ensur¬ 
ing that businesses are aware of the 
changes in law and understand their 
responsibility to ensure such products 
are not sold to minors.” 

He added: £ ’We have written to all 
the offending businesses reminding 
them of their legal obligations and 
that a further failure may result in 
enforcement action such as a criminal 
prosecution.” 

This is despite it having been illegal 
to sell nicotine-inhaling products to 
anyone under 18 from October 1, 2015. 

Retailers caught flouting the law 
could face a fine of up to £2,500, as 
well as a criminal record. 

It has not yet been revealed which 
shops were caught out in the sting in 
Sandwell. 



From left, runner-up Steve Insley, Joseph Richmond, from Rowley Regis Local, winner Heather Cotterill, Frances Joyce, of 
Rowley Regis Local, Councillor Susan Eaves, Joy Brown of Action Heart, Ian Wootton and Alana Hutton of Rowley Regis Local 

COUNCIL staff have helped to raise ising this raffle to raise money for such very much appreciate being chosen as 
£200 for charity Action Heart with a an important local cause. the charity for this. We do depend on 

Christmas hamper raffle. “I would like to thank all the staff donations such as this from the local 

Staff at the Sandwell Local office in for organising it and everyone who en- community.” 

Blackheath organised the raffle. tered the raffle.” Heather Cotterill won first prize 

Councillor Susan Eaves, Rowley Joy Brown, fundraising executive large hamper, with Steve Insley and 
Regis town lead member, said: “It’s at Action Heart, based at Russells Lee Jameson winning the runners-up 
great to see Rowley Regis Local organ- Hall Hospital in Dudley, said: “We prizes. 


Christmas raffle proves just the ticket 


Left in dark 
over electronic 
prescriptions 

THOUSANDS of West Midlands pa¬ 
tients are in the dark about digital 
health advances that could save them 
time and the NHS money, according 
to new research. 

Exclusive online YouGov research 
for Pharmacy2U found 51 per cent 
half of all adults were unaware that 
electronic prescriptions were now 
available at most GP surgeries in 
England. In the West Midlands, 593 
GP surgeries offer the service yet 40 
per cent of residents don’t know of it. 

According to the latest NHS Digi¬ 
tal data, 87 per cent of GP surgeries 
in England have now switched on the 
NHS Electronic Prescription Service 
- meaning GPs can digitally send pre¬ 
scriptions direct to pharmacies. It is 
designed to speed up the process and 
gives patients across the country ac¬ 
cess to new services, including new 
online home delivery pharmacies. 

Daniel Lee, chief operating of¬ 
ficer and superintendent pharmacist 
at Pharmacy2U, said: “Our survey 
shows many people have been slow to 
catch on to the benefits of new digi¬ 
tal services available within the NHS, 
such as electronic prescriptions. 

“It may sound like a small thing, 
but the convenience of a fully man¬ 
aged prescription service - with de¬ 
liveries direct to your door - can be 
a huge time-saver, as well as helping 
those who are elderly or housebound.” 

Tickets on sale for 
comic stage show 

COMIC Graham Fellows brings his 
John Shuttleworth character to Bir¬ 
mingham Town Hall. His My Last 
Will and Tasty Mint tour arrives on 
February 12, at 7.30pm. 

The actor, musician, whose other 
characters include Jilted John and 
Brian Appleton, will be performing 
many of Shuttleworth’s best known 
songs and some new ones. 

Tickets are £20 from the box office 
on 0121 780 3333. 



For more stores please visit: 


We pay instant £’s for your unwanted, clean and wearable 
clothing, paired footwear, handbags and accessories! 




ALDRIDGE 

198B Walsall Road, WS9 0JT (opposite White House Pub) 


CANNOCK 

Hollies Park Road, WS11 1DB (next to Wickes) 


RUGELEY 

45 Albion Street, WS15 2BY (opposite Morrisons) 


SUTTON COLDFIELD 

Unit 24 Riland Ind. Est. Norris Way, B75 7BB (before the tip) 



1 Silver Court, WS8 6HA 


39 Mill Street, DY11 6XB (just off main 


STAFFORD 


WILLENHALL 


lights) 


Unit 3 Verulum Court, ST16 3DT (next' 


OLDBURY 


i the tip) 


306 Stroud Avenue, WV12 4HA 


HALESOWEN 


Unit 7a, Fountain Business Park (comer of Fountain Lane & Bromford Lane), Oldbury, B69 3BH 


Unit 5 Western Business Park, Coombs Road, Halesowen, B62 8AF 



Buy and sell with 
Classified Ads 



ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 

























































17 


r j 


L 




wm mr 

400 PIECES OF KIT. 200 + FREE CLASSES.4REE PARENT & CHILD CLASSES. 
SELF-CONTAINED LADIES ONLY GYM.'CARDIO ZONE. SPRINT TRACK. 
EXTENSIVE FREE WEIGHTS AREA. COMBAT ZONE. MMA CAGE. BOXING RING. 

r •• M m l ■ I 1 


GYM MEMBERSHIP FROM 


ER MONTH 


■—t. .-c in 




CRYSTArROUSErSANDWELL B USINESS PARK. CRYST AL DRIVE 
SMETHWICK, BIRMINGHAM, B66 IUG 


*T&C's Apply. 
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is Uni support 
is music to 
CBSO's ears 

THE University of Birmingham is 
supporting the City of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra’s (CBSO) new 
year tour of China - marking a long 
musical partnership between the two 
institutions. 

Supporting its home city’s or¬ 
chestra, the University is the aca¬ 
demic partner for the CBSO’s tour of 
five concerts in four Chinese cities in 
late December and early January. 

The CBSO will perform Elgar’s 
Enigma Variations in programmes of 
music which will also include Tchai¬ 
kovsky, Sarasate and Dvorak at 
concerts in Beijing, Changsha, Guang¬ 
zhou and Shanghai. 

University of Birmingham vice 
chancellor Professor Sir David East- 
wood will attend the Beijing concert 
after hosting a special reception for 
some of the university’s friends and 
partners in China. 

He said: “The University of Bir¬ 
mingham has a proud musical her¬ 
itage which began with Sir Edward 
Elgar’s appointment as our first pro¬ 
fessor of music and continues today 
with our innovative teaching and re¬ 
search that place us at the forefront 
of music in the UK.” 

Homes planned at 
dumping hotspot 

A FLY-tipping hotspot could be trans¬ 
formed as plans to build new homes 
were revealed. 

Proposals have been submitted for 
five homes on land between Arlington 
Road and Ebrington Road in West 
Bromwich. 

The area, off the main All Saints 
Way, has been blighted by vandalism 
and anti-social behaviour and rubbish 
has often been dumped there. 

Aspire Homes is behind the scheme 
and a decision is expected in the next 
few weeks. A new access road would 
also be built. 


Fly-tippers who made £lm 

told to pay back £39,000 


School celebrates good news from Ofsted 





Staff and pupils outside Bristnall Hall Academy, which has received a ‘good’ Ofsted rating 


A FATHER and son, who made more than £1 million out of ille¬ 
gally dumping rubbish, have been ordered to repay £39,000. 

Ranbir ‘Nick’ Singh, 45, and 65-year-old Balwant ‘Bob’ Singh 
Bagrhia stockpiled thousands of tons of refuse they had been paid to 
take to landfill. 

The younger man, who lives at Goode Close, Oldbury, was jailed for 18 
months at Wolverhampton Crown Court in January 2014 after pleading guilty 


AN academy in the Black Country is 
celebrating after its Ofsted rating has 
risen from ‘requires improvement’ to 
‘good’ following its latest inspection. 

Bristnall Hall Academy in Oldbury 
was previously told in November 2014 
by the schools watchdog that it needed 
to improve, but now it has been com¬ 
mended in all areas, particularly for 
leadership, quality of teaching and 
outcomes for pupils. 

The new Ofsted report published 
this month stated: “The principal, sen¬ 
ior leadership team and governors are 


committed to making the school the 
best it can be. 

It continued: “Leaders’ work has 
led to demonstrable improvements in 
teaching, attendance, behaviour and 
outcomes.” 

Principal Vince Green joined Bris¬ 
tnall Hall Academy in September 
2014 and inspectors commented that 
his ‘inspired leadership has secured 
improvements’. The academy on Bris¬ 
tnall Hall Lane has 957 pupils on its 
roll aged between 11 to 18. It is part 
of the Academy Transformation Trust 


(ATT). Among the areas of concern 
during the November 2014 inspection 
was that not enough students had 
made consistently good progress since 
it opened as an academy. 

The latest report said: “Achieve¬ 
ment across the school has improved 
considerably since the last inspection. 
Consistently good teaching, supported 
by strong leadership and effective 
pastoral care, has led to improving 
outcomes for pupils.” The curriculum 
was also praised for preparing pupils 
for life beyond school.” 


to seven offences. His father - from 
Victoria Road, Oldbury - admitted 
four offences and received a 12-month 
suspended jail term. 

Last year Bagrhia admitted making 
£1.26m in six years before the racket 
was uncovered. His son agreed that 
the sum in his case was £846,000. 

But they have now shown a Pro¬ 
ceeds of Crime hearing at Manchester 
Crown Court that most of the cash and 
assets discovered by forensic account¬ 
ants to have passed through their 
hands was either legally earned or no 
longer available to be seized. 

Packed 

The father and son ran Langley 
Skip Hire that packed a site in Nel¬ 
son Street, Oldbury with 1,200 tons 
of rubbish. In September 2010 they 
expanded and started to pour up to 23 
lorry loads of waste a day into Butlers 
Yard in Parsonage Street. 

Fourteen months later it was filled 
with more than 3,000 tons of refuse 
and they moved to West Bromwich 
Street, Oldbury. 

Kate Oates Environment Manager 
with the Environment Agency said 
after the Proceeds of Crime hearing: 
“The Environment Agency has con¬ 
tinued to take legal action against Mr 
Ranbir Singh and Mr Balwant Bagh- 
ria. The former was ordered to pay 
£29,000 while his father was told to 
pay £10,000.” 

If the cash is not paid by March 19 
they each face three months in jail. 


Pounding the 
bounds with 
walking fans 

EAGER walkers can now sign up for 
a major fundraiser after registra¬ 
tion for the popular event opened. 
Due to demand, people can now get 
their places for the Rock Pound The 
Bounds walking event, taking place 
on April 30. 

It’s held in support of Midlands 
Air Ambulance Charity and the walk 
starts and finishes at Rock Village 
Hall, near Kidderminster. It is open to 
trail runners and walkers of all abili¬ 
ties and there are six different lengths 
of walks. These include the marathon 
18 mile, half marathon, nine mile and 
six mile trails, plus a three mile treas¬ 
ure trail for youngsters. 

On behalf of the organisers, the 
Rock Pathfinders committee, Sue 
Humphries, said: “Pound The Bounds 
continues to grow in popularity, so 
this year we decided to launch online 
registration early.” To find out more 
visit www.poundthebounds.com. 

Entry fees start from £3 per person 
for the treasure trail and £6 for the 
more advanced walks. 



Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) with an 
implant retained over-denture.” 

Adds Norma: “I knew what I wanted and 
already had in mind an implant denture. 

“At the same time, my step-daughter was 
encouraging me to see her implant dentist, 
the well-respected Dr Owain Rees. 

“Dental work is such a visual thing and 
unlike hospital surgical work we get to choose 
who undertakes it. It was so important for me 
that I made the correct choice.” 

Enthusiastic 

Husband Don, a former design engineer 
and dance band frontman, who met Norma 
32 years ago while playing at the Corpus 
Christi Centre, Wednesfield, takes up the 
story: “We’d done some research, but 
websites can really say anything and it’s 
not the same as getting an impression face 
to face. When we saw Steven he was so 
enthusiastic about his work and instilled 
confidence in us that his clinic would be able 
to do the job well. But I had one searching 
question that was really important to me. I 
told him ‘I know my wife’ and then asked: 
‘Will she still be the same after the work is 
completed?’ 

“Steven was very reassuring and told me 
she would look the same, but with better 
teeth. We were never pressured and told 


North Street’s dental implant surgeon, Dr Owain Rees 
(left) BDS, DGDP (UK) Dip Imp Dent (UCL) GDC 61576 
with principal Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) 
GDC 108353 

to go away and think things through before 
making a decision.” 

With referrals in-house, Norma was seen 
by North Street Dental and Implant Clinic 
surgeon Dr Owain Rees BDS, DGDP (UK) 
DIP IMP DENT (UCL). Under one roof, with 
four modern surgeries, the clinical discipline 
of high quality denture provision sits side 
by side with general, cosmetic and implant 
dentistry. Norma’s treatment plan included 
intravenous sedation, the placing of six lower 
implants to support a removable overdenture 
and a traditional upper denture prescription. 
The former City Hospital accounts manager, 
says: “Knowing that Owain was going to do 
the surgery was great. 

“He explained everything and I embraced 
the treatment plan. 


“I’d always cared for my teeth, but I have 
a family history of gum problems and for 
more than 20 years I’d had a partial denture. 
I never realised it didn’t fit properly until I saw 
Steven. I’d just grown into it. 

“My new teeth ... I couldn’t ask for more 
and I’m amazed at the difference. They look 
so natural," she adds. Don agrees her new 
smile is “stunning.” 

Confidence is back 

Norma enjoys a hectic lifestyle juggling 
dancing with personal commitments and 
volunteer stints at the Locksmith’s House, 
Willenhall, a well-preserved piece of living 
Victorian history. 

“I love working there and Don helps too. I 
used to be self-conscious of my smile when 
meeting people and was always careful how 
I smiled. Now I have all my confidence back 
and my only regret is that I didn’t get my 
teeth sorted out three years ago.” 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Norma Aston - 
all my confidence 
is back 


A PICTURE snapped at a dance 
group’s farewell party to mark 
a friend’s departure to Jamaica 
showed more than what vivacious 
Norma Aston was expecting. 

As the well-wishes were made and 
memorable dancing stories exchanged 
amongst members of the Uksalsafeet 
classes at Willenhall’s Chart Centre, the 
cameras and smart phones did their work. 

But a single profile shot of Norma captured 
a different story to all the other photographs 
taken at that event. 

“My teeth had been troublesome for years, 


but when I saw the photo and realised just 
how far forward my top teeth had moved I 
knew I had to get something done. It was 
a turning point for me,” recalls Norma of 
Willenhall. 

The youthful 60-something-year-old salsa 
enthusiast, who attends classes every 
Saturday to help perfect her technique in this 
pastime made popular by programmes like 
Strictly Come Dancing, adds: “There were a 
number of things that came together which 
encouraged me to get things sorted. 

“I had seen an article in my local paper 
about a woman who had a long-standing 
problem resolved by Denture Clinic Principal 


Check out our 


Ultra 


Suction" 


Denture service on our new website 
www.denture-clinic.co.uk 


Suction, dentures, Complete, dentures, Partial) dentures. Copy dentures, Impjant-retajnedj dentures, R epairs , service. Relines, . Soft) Nrnngs 


For appointments at all clinics call 

0800 0285185 


5 North Street, Dudley, 
West Midlands, DY2 7DT 
www.denture-clinic.co.uk 
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f 


Offroad 

Parking 


Wheelchair 

Friendly 


Level 

Access 


Find us on 
FACEBOOK 


Richmond House 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 

Comberton Dental Surgery 

29 Comberton Rd. Kidderminster, DY10 3DL 



Denture 
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DRY JANUARY® 


HEALTHY' 

SANDWELL 

We find the support you need 


WHAT’S YOUR NEW 
YEAR’S RESOLUTION? 



CAN YOU TAKE THE 31 DAY CHALLENGE? 


SIGN UP TODAY AT WWW.DRYJANUARY.ORG.UK 

FREEPHONE HEALTHY SANDWELL ON 0800 011 4656 FOR LOCAL SUPPORT 


■ 

Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borougti Council 


Alcohol Concern 

Promoting health; improving lives 


Crety no 29*706 l 2S Com*** Sreec Looaon. Ml 60 * 
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Taxi driver was also 
dealing in cannabis 

A TAXI driver’s drug dealing was discovered when he 
was pulled over by police who found cannabis in his car. 

Abdul Qadir, aged 33, from Bean Road, Dudley, was 
driving his Skoda with his girlfriend in the passenger 
seat along the town’s Priory Road on January 12 of last 
year. He was stopped and, after finding two small bags of 
cannabis in the car, officers searched his house. 

He was found to be in possession of a total of 46.5g of 
the drug, worth £470 in street value. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard he had avoided 
prison for an almost identical incident in 2009, when he 
was pulled over by police, who subsequently found 55g 
of cannabis, worth £550 on the street. 

Qadir pleaded guilty to possession of a Class B drug 
with intent to supply and was handed eight months in 
prison, suspended for 18 months. He must also carry out 
120 hours of community service 

Defence barrister Mr James Fraczyk said: “His history 
is an aggravating feature against him. He was previously 
taking Class A drugs and had a problem with Class B 
drugs but his habits have improved.” 







Steve Field is one of the artists who has contributed to the new maps and guides to the West Midlands 


Putting art back on the 
public transport map 


A SERIES of maps inspired by life 
the public transport network in the 
West Midlands has been put on dis¬ 
play. 

Images were specially commis¬ 
sioned by the West Midlands Com¬ 
bined Authority (WMCA) for each 
area of the region. 

They have now been reproduced 
in pocket travel guides and in post¬ 
ers at travel information points. 

For the central Wolverhampton 
guide, artist Steve Field chose to 
draw the Victorian ‘carriage en¬ 
trance’ to Wolverhampton railway 
station, in stark contrast with the 
new modernist bus station canopy. 

Artist Richard Clark created an 
image of a carved pillar on a music 
shop which featured in the Walsall 
guide. 

He also developed stained glass 
windows depicting Bulls on the fa¬ 


mous ‘Vine’ public house in Brierley 
Hill are on a large Dudley poster. 

Creatures at Dudley Zoo were de¬ 
picted by artist Ann Taylor in her 
paintings, with her bold, colourful 
images of a flamingo, an owl, giraffes 
and a toucan adorning posters across 
the network. 

Another poster shows Paul Hip- 
kiss’s crisp print of a peaceful canal 
scene near Dudley Port Station. 

WMCA’s transport arm, Trans¬ 
port for West Midlands (TfWM, then 
Centro), jointly funded the project 
and some artwork, with Arts Coun¬ 
cil England. 

The artists took a variety of ap¬ 
proaches, many choosing to focus on 
landmarks and architecture, using 
techniques from printmaking to 
paper cuts, ink and watercolour. 


BATHROOM & PLUMBING STORES 

/ >1 your local trade and retail merchants 


HUGE RANGE OF BATHROOMS 


BOILERS 


RADIATORS 


HEATING 



1 


BAXI 

Drayton 


FIXINGS FASTENERS SILICONES 


HUGE SELECTION OF KITCHENS 




WET WALL PANELS 


IT 

iM' — 
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1 1 1 Atlantis 
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SPECIALIST PLUMBING PRODUCTS 


hr nuance 

Wetwall 


TILES 

ADHESIVES 

GROUTS 

ACCESSORIES 



Fluldmottar 


Polypipe 


SIAMP 

,_ij Jelia Onevl 

Hcp 2 0 


DRAINAGE I PIPE 


BRIERLEY HILL BRANCH 
UNITS 11/12 MOUNT PLEASANT 
QUARRY BANK, 

BRIERLEY HILL DY5 2YS 

01384 74949 




> > 
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FLOORING 


FITTINGS I PRESS FIT 


TIPTON BRANCH 
OPENS MONDAY 9TH JANUARY 
UNIT 15, ECLIPSE TRADING ESTATE 
SEDGLEY ROAD WEST, TIPTON DY4 8DQ 

0121 520 8189 



OPENING HOURS 

7.30 am-5.00 pm M0N-FRI 
8.00 am-5.00 pm SATURDAY 
CLOSED SUNDAYS 


AMPLE PARKING 

► FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

► SPECIALIST ADVICE 

► HUGE STOCKS 


Quest zone 
suddenly 
closes at 

Merry Hill 


THE Quest entertainment zone at Merry Hill 
closed suddenly just days before Christmas. 

It was used by hundreds of families every week 
but has now shut. 

A statement on the firm’s website confirmed the ‘incred¬ 
ibly difficult decision’ to close, which comes after a turbu¬ 
lent few weeks. 

Quest revealed last month that it was closing its out¬ 


door play area as Merry 
Hill owner Intu wanted to 
use the area to create more 
parking spaces. 

Bosses said at the time 
that the blow of losing the 
outdoor play area would 
mean having to make 
changes in order to survive. 

But just six weeks later, 
the whole centre closed with 
the shutters down following 
the shock decision. 

Difficulties 

The company has previ¬ 
ously faced difficulties dur¬ 
ing its time at Merry Hill 
and was saved from closure 
last year in a last-minute 
buyout. 

Quest owner has Mark 
Knox promised to release 
more details about the deci¬ 
sion to close at the Brierley 
Hill mall. 

The indoor part of the 
centre provided a soft play 
area for youngsters while 
the centre was also home 
to Europe’s highest indoor 
ropes course and mini golf. 

The outdoor area had 
featured the Nerf combat 
arena. 

Merry Hill said it was ‘dis¬ 
appointed’ to lose Quest. 

A statement from Mr 
Knox said: “We took the 
incredibly difficult decision 


By Richard Guttridge 

to close Quest. After taking 
advice from our legal team 
we have ceased trading at 
Merry Hill. 

“I will follow up with fur¬ 
ther news and give you all 
some facts that will hope¬ 
fully quell the rumours. 

“My sincere apologies for 
the decision but in the com¬ 
ing days it will become clear 
why we’ve had to take the 
course of action.” 

Merry Hill spokesman 
Rob Pickersgill said: “We’re 
disappointed to hear that 
Quest is closing down. 

“This is a commercial de¬ 
cision taken by Quest and 
we wish their staff well.” 

Quest has proved popu¬ 
lar with families across the 
West Midlands and the huge 
branding which is splashed 
across the centre will be rec¬ 
ognisable to the thousands 
of shoppers. 

Bosses at Quest had sug¬ 
gested they were unhappy 
at being asked to hand back 
the area occupied by its out¬ 
door play area, saying they 
had ‘tried to battle and fight 
to retain our space but with 
no success’. 


Grandfather killed 
when hit by two cars 


A MAN killed on a busy Dudley road was hit by one car 
which threw him into the path of another, an inquest 
heard. 

Arthur Fletcher, of Beckensall Close, was treated at the 
scene following the accident in Priory Road on December 
10, but died later in hospital. The 65 year old had been hit 
by a red Nissan Juke at about 5.30pm. The impact of the 
first collision caused him to rebound onto the other side of 
the carriageway where he was struck by a Vauxhall Zafira, 
the Black Country Coroners Court heard. 

Giving evidence at the opening of the inquest, coroner’s 
investigating officer Bonita Poole said: “Both drivers have 
been seen and at this time it looks like there was no fault 
between the two drivers, but a police investigation is cur¬ 
rently ongoing.” 

The cause of death given was multiple injuries. The in¬ 
quest was adjourned until February 15. 










































CARPETS 


E 

L A 


Martinique 4 6" Double Bed Frame 

Luxurious crushed velvet bed frame with deep 
buttoning to give a classic look. 

Headboard and all storage 
available at extra cost 
.Accessories not included. 





AFTER EVENT 
PRICE5^9gr 


Buy Together with the 
ATLANTIC MATTRESS & 

AN EXTRA £100 


■ SALE 
P PRICE 
£299 

After event price will be charged 
from 20th February 2017 


NOWON! 




Cheltenham Miracoil Memory Cushion Top Divan 4 6" Double 

• Miracoil zoned spring system, eliminates roll together and gives you more 
personal space as you can sleep right up to the edges without sagging 

• Memory foam moulds itself around your body, relieving pressure points 
and holding you in a naturally comfortable sleeping position 

• Sculptured knitted cover for a soft and luxurious feel 

• Robust twin wheel castors for easy manoeuvrability 

• 5 year manufacturers satisfaction guarantee 





(Silentnight) 

WASSTT^' 

SALE PRICE 

£499 


OTTOMAN ALSO 
AVAILABLE 





LOWEST 

EVER 

PRICES 


Headboard and all 
storage available at extra cost 
Accessories not included 


Plus every carpet 

FITTED 

FREE _ 

eq Stair surcharge applies. 


% YEARS 0% t 

INTEREST ] 
FREE CREDIT I 

on everything in store 

tTerms and conditions apply. 9*4 


Modern 
Twist and 
Loop Piles 
from only 


Rugs to g§ 



T IN STOCK TO I 
TAKEAWAY 


■ 


LAMINATE 

HUGE 

CHOICE 

LOW PRICES 


UniIed 

CARPETS 


21 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 
Telephone 0121 5056679 

www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or call Free on 0800 344 442 

Opening Hours: Mon 9am-8pm, Tues-Sat 9am-6pnn, 

Thur late night 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-4pm 


Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair 
surcharge applies. Free fitting offer does not apply to laminate wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. Colours in 
photos may vary slightly due to print quality. United Carpets accept no responsibility for printing errors. tUnited Carpets Woodfloor and 
Beds acts as a credit broker and only offers credit products for Secure Trust Bank PLC trading as V12 Retail Finance Ltd, all Credit is 
provided by external finance companies as determined by United Carpets Woodfloor and Beds. Minimum order applies. 10% deposit. 
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• Gold & Silver Jewellery # Watches 

• Diamond Rings • Pre-Owned Rolex’s 

• Jewellery Repair & Cleaning Services 
> Replace Missing Diamonds 

Watch Servicing & Batteries 


Wednesbury (M6 J9) 15 Market Place, 
Wednesbury WS10 7AY Tel: 0121 556 6868 

Find us on Facebook at Bowj angles Jewellery 
www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 


Trevor E. W. Hickton Ltd 

Whitmore House, 8-11 Lower High Street, 

, Cradley Heath, B64 5AB Tel 01384 569569 < 

Independent Family 

Funeral 

Directors 4 
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* 


R.Hadley & Hickton 

36-38 Windmill Hill Halesowen. 
B63 2BZ.01384 636606 
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>9569 

# 


Russells Hall Hospital.01384 456111 

Sandwell General Hospital.0121 553 1831 

Severn Trent.0800 783 4444 

National Gas Emergency Service...0800 111 999 

Adult Social Care.0845 352 2266 

Bins and Recycling.0845 359 7501 

Children’s Services.0845 351 0131 

Crimestoppers.0800 555 111 

Victim Support Line.0845 30 30 900 

NSPCC Helpline.0808 800 5000 

NHS...Ill 
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OP® 

KitcITens & Bathrooms / 
■Disab ility Bathrooms 
WnlpliTmbing vvrork und erta ken 

Free Design and Planning* 
nnug ff on 0121 647 35^sl 


dbutcher@db^maintenance.coTuk 


www.thebigpetstore.co.uk 
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anniversary 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


FREE PARKING 




li.iiii.iyjpwBwawH 


1 OOO’s of quality products 

for dogs, cats, small animals, birds, fish & more 

- isnm - 


RUSSELL S SKIPS 


MINI/MIDI 
SKIPS^ 

( 0121 } 520 3388 
07721 387990 


Baches 


NEED LEGAL ADVICE OR ASSISTANCE? 

Baches offer an efficient and friendly service with over 100 years' 
experience in doing so! 

We are based in West Bromwich and offer a full range of services which include:- 
• Wills • Probate • Conveyancing "Trusts • Family Law • Matrimonial Law 
• Probate Disputes and Litigation 

Contact our experienced team on 
0121 553 3286 or visit our offices situated at Lombard House 
Cronehills Linkway West Bromwich B70 7PL 



IJL 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


[ALL WEATHERl 

Hoofing 1 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat Roofs, Chimneys, 
Guttering, Ridges, Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


AUTHORISED DYSON REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

JC New and Reconditioned 

f \ Appliances available 

\\ OJpOrt '^^Established 21years 


Appliance Sales, Spares, Repairs and Service 

92 Old Walsall Road, Great Barr, Birmingham 
Telephone 0121-358 0186 
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Established 21 yea 

JM 

DOMESTICS 




iiiiiniiSTaFFnBDSHIREBUIlPERS.CO.lln 


Bagnall street, ocher Hill, Tipton. DV4 OEQ 


.ViMlili 


THE CHIPPY WITH THE H STAR RATING 


HXD3 

S HOP, 



Open Mon-Sat 11.45am-10.00pm 

10 Owen Street, Tipton, West 
Midlands DY48EZ 


I HARRISONS 

^ PAINTING & DECORATING 
Commercial & Residential 
Work Undertaken 

• Painting • Flooring 

• Paperhanging • Kitchens 

• Tiling • Bathrooms 

Call Nick: 07792865975 

nick@harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 


Donations and 




EMPIRE HOUSE, 11 NEW STREET, SMETHWICK, WARLEY B66 2AJ 


SUPPLIERS TO THE TRADE AND PUBLIC 

Complete Electrical Wholesale Supplier 
LED BULBS, CABLES 
AND CONSUMER UNITS FOR TRADE 

/wa&o'i 

UNIT B, NEW STREET, SMETHWICK, 
WEST MIDLANDS B66 2AJ 

(next door to Copes Potatoes) 

Tel/Fax: 0121 555 8500 Mob: 07976 285 398 
E: amecoelectrical@gmail.com 


Call FREE on: 0800 566 8540 

www.mshtrading.co 


SiF/yt CLUTCHES LID 
SERVICE CENTRE^ 

★ CLUTCHES * GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 

★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

* ★ MOTS ★ RECOVERY ★ EXHAUSTS 

* ★ BODYWORK ★ TYRES ★ DIAGNOSTICS 
ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 

★ 12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, 

West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 


::LrC:r alBK 30 Years Experience 

From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 
FREE estimates and written quotes 


We also supply a car and 
Web: www.crosswaysr 
email: crossways1@btinternet. 



Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


ubhi’s 


FURNITUR 

FITTING SEI 


www.ubhikitchens.co.uk 

email:ubhis@outlook.com 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, 
West Midlands B69 2PG. 

Tel: 0121 557 7222 




STOCKIST FOR ALL MAJOR KITCHEN APPLIANCES 



_ Electrical 

Superstore 

2-4 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HF 

Telephone 0121 505 61 08 




Open Monday-Saturday 
9.00am-6.30pm 

www.westmidlandselectricalsuperstore.com 


JOB DONE 

SP MIWVD 1 

• General DIY, gardening and 
household products 

• Dry cleaning service 

• Pet supplies 

• Rug doctor hire (24 hr rental from £22.99) 

• Key cutting service (Latch keys only) 



m* a "fife 

We can f 


149 Castle Rd West, Oldbury, B68 OEL 
0121 423 4118 
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01597 

811422 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 



Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with 
red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. 

Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


PLUMBMASTER 


• Complete central heating and parts available 

• Taps • Towel rails • Showers • Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering • Bathroom Suites 


6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3J 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.00pm 

0121 473 1112 


E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 




and all White Goods 
"Don't go and. 
buu a new one, 
get it repaired...' 


GDtMmJD®© 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 



West Midlands Fire Service.0845 5000 900 

National Debtline.0808 808 4000 

Rape and Sexual Abuse Support ...0808 802 9999 

RSPCA.0800 1234 999 

Samaritans.08457 90 90 90 

Drink Line.0300 1231110 

Age UK.0800 169 6565 

South Staffs Water.0800 389 1011 

Cruse Bereavement Care.0844 477 9400 

Shelter.0808 800 4444 


issing People ^...-..116 000 


Post 

Office, 


47 Carters Green, West Bromwich, B70 9QP 
Opposite the Clock Tower 0121 553 0895 

Mon-Fri 8.30 - 5.30pm, Sat 9.00 - 3.00pm 


• Letters and parcel service 
drop and go 

• Car tax, business banking, 
bill payments, 

cash withdrawal - deposits 

• Top ups - gas, electric, phone 


• Passport check and send, 
photo machine 

• Van, car, home, life, 
over 50’s insurance 

• Funeral plans 

• Travel money - card - insurance 



uPVC Back & Front Doors Fully Fitted from £460 
Composite Doors Fully Fitted from £700 
Windows from £180 
Conservatories from £4495 
French Doors from £700 
Patio Doors from £750 

Extensions & Garage Coversions | F E N S A | 

Friendly, personal touch and jobs 
completed to high standards 


West 
Midlands 

DOUBLE 
I GLAZING 


iM'oWeylmlm'mUIgg 

Worldwide - low fees from £2.50 secure 


Friendly staff, can help you in your own language, i.e. Punjabi, Hindi etc. 


MGPS 


Building: 

New Homes 
Extensions, 
Renovations, 
Grant Work & 
General Buildin ii 


Tel: 0121 588 2740 
Mob: 07956 888 611 

• Experts in disabled 
adaptions 

• No o^MgafionJ^ 
quotationsf , * ,,, 

• Competitive rates for 
over 50's - 
Quote this ad 

n a 


All children 6 weeks to 

# # 5 years welcome 

Childcare vouchers accepted 
Free funded places 

# . for 2-5 year olds available. 

* * 

0121 556 6222 

## 57 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DF # 
www.wonderlanddaynursery.co.uk 



L?&&ijnci (Hindis 




www.designa-blinds.com 
0121 572 9713 

• Child Safe - Cordless • Free Measure & quote 

Systems • Fast Reliable Service 

• Full Range of Fabrics • Competitive Pricing 

Conservatory/Dining Room/Kitchen/ 
Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom 

Visit our Factory ShowroorrT: 

Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB 
Showroom also at: Bearwood Indoor Market 


VW& Audi Specialist 

OUR SERVICES: VfT ' 

• All makes of vehicle • Pre-MOT work _. 

• MOTs • General vehicle servicing & repairs 

• Vehicle diagnostic welding totalktooiir 

Unit 2, Belper Enterprise Park, friendly experienced staff 
Greets Green Road, Mob: 07816 951 836 

West Bromwich B70 9EN J: 0121 553 0600 




HERITAGE 

BUILDERS 

MERCHANTS LTD 

Tel: 01384412745 

Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands B64 4AJ. 


Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, hardcore, cement, blocks, 
timber, plasterboard, golden gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 


• Free Quotes»Free Local Delivery*Free Measuring 
Fitting Service Available 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 


7 DAY CARVERY 

* £3.89 Monday-Saturday • £5.99 Sunday 
FUNCTION ROOM OR... 

Wedding Receptions, 

Birthday Parties. Anniversaries and Funerals 
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Town’s HQ 
tops list for 
call-outs 
in region 

THREE call-outs a day to one 
every three days - figures have 
come out revealing where the bus¬ 
iest, and quietest fire stations in 
the Black Country. 

West Bromwich tops the call-out 
list with 1,172 calls, followed by 
Fallings Park in Wolverhampton 
with 1,072 and Wolverhampton 
with 888. 

The stations with the fewest 
call-outs were Wednesbury with 
119 calls, Tettenhall with 136 and 
Aldridge with 283. The figures are 
for the whole of last year. 

Many call-outs for the stations 
are false alarms, which are down 
to malicious reasons, good intent 
or equipment. Of the 1,172 call¬ 
outs for the 24 hour fire crews 
from West Bromwich, 204 were 
equipment false alarms, 129 were 
for good intent and 11 were mali¬ 
cious false alarms. A total of 529 
call-outs were for outdoor fires, 
while 80 were for road traffic inci¬ 
dents, 98 were for rescues and 118 
were for property fires. 

The fire station opened in 1973, 
and has three vehicles. As for 
Wednesbury, which opened in 1986 
and has three vehicles, crews were 
called out to 13 equipment false 
alarms and 13 ‘good intent’ false 
alarms, plus one malicious false 
alarm. 

They had calls to nine outdoor 
fires, 17 road traffic incidents, 31 
rescues and 35 property fires. 

West Bromwich fire station has 
up to eight firefighters on call at 
any time, but have a group of 40 
full-time staff to choose from. The 
work is split into four shifts - red, 
white, blue and green. 

Watch commander Jason Hadley 
said: “It doesn’t surprise me we’re 
the busiest station in the area. 

“We are 24-hour and often cover 
for other stations when they fin¬ 
ish at 10pm.” He added: “On false 
alarms, we rather people have a 
working alarm in their home than 
us not being called out when a fire 
is taking place.” 


£2m of ‘dirty’ 
cash dished 
out to groups 
under powers 

POLICE clawed back more than £2 
million of ‘dirty money’ from crim¬ 
inals in less than a year - with the 
cash then dished out to help com¬ 
munity groups. 

The cash has been paid back 
under the Proceeds of Crime Act 
(POCA), which gives police forces 
the power to seize assets or cash 
from crooks that is believed to have 
been accrued illegally. 

West Midlands Police and the 
Regional Organised Crime Unit 
(ROCU) have worked together to 
recoup the funds - with those crim¬ 
inals who don’t pay up facing ex¬ 
tended jail terms. 

Between the start of April and 
December last year a total of 
£1,929,195 was handed back by 96 
offenders after crime profits were 
pursued by the force. The money 
recovered through confiscation or 
secured through agreeing its for¬ 
feiture is ploughed into the force’s 
Active Citizens Fund and crime pre¬ 
vention and community projects. 

More than £6.5m worth of benefit 
fraud was uncovered in the Black 
Country and South Staffordshire 
by Department of Work and Pen¬ 
sion (DWP) investigators last year. 

DWP investigators are also using 
POCA to get back cash lost to fraud. 

One of those stripped of crime 
cash was Birmingham man Ashley 
Nathaniel Wilkin who officers ini¬ 
tially stopped for a minor traffic of¬ 
fence - but who was later found to 
be running a drugs network. 

He was stopped by police in Court 
Lane, Erdington, and a search of 
his Mercedes revealed a wrap of co¬ 
caine; further searches of his home 
in nearby Anstey Field uncovered 
£12,500 of cocaine. The 30-year-old 
was jailed for three-and-a-half years 
and a POCA investigation concluded 
in October last year when a judge or¬ 
dered him to pay back £109,000. 


Farewell to charitable Edna after 50 years 



Edna Evans is presented with a bouquet from Sister Wyn Burbridge 


IT was the end of an era as a beloved fund¬ 
raiser of 50 years handed over her last collec¬ 
tion at Sandwell and West Birmingham Hos¬ 
pitals. Staff across the diabetes service were 
sad to mark the retirement of Edna Evans, 
aged 94, before she headed off to celebrate 
Christmas and start her new life living with 
her daughter in Berkshire. 

Edna popped in to the diabetes clinic at 
City hospital to hand over her last collection 
of £47.50 last week. Dr Parijat De, diabetes 
consultant, said: “It is indeed a testament to 
the sheer dedication and perseverance of an 
amazing lady who has been going strong de¬ 
spite her age and struggles to devote herself 
to the cause of diabetes and raise money for 
research week in and week out.” 

Edna started her fundraising at Dudley 
Road Hospital in 1980 and has raised £22,000 


in small amounts. Such was the impact Edna 
made on those around her even retired con¬ 
sultant Dr Ken Taylor returned to wish her 
well and thank her for her mammoth con¬ 
tribution. He said: “Edna has been the most 
wonderful volunteer and supporter of the vol¬ 
unteer service in Birmingham. She has given 
over 50 years’ service, initially at the General 
Hospital before moving to City Hospital. She 
has raised thousands of pounds.” 

While colleague Dr Bob Ryder, who is re¬ 
nowned for ground-breaking diabetes re¬ 
search, added: “Without the dedication of 
people like Edna we would not be able to 
make the life changing advances that we do 
in this trust.” To find out more about the 
research activities of the Diabetes depart¬ 
ment at SWBH NHS Trust please look at the 
Trust’s website: www.swbh.nhs.uk 



AN EXTRA floor of ward space may 
be added to Sandwell’s £350 million 
super hospital as its top boss ad¬ 
mitted there was uncertainty over 
whether it would have enough beds. 

A review will be carried out in order to 
find out if the hospital, which is being built 
in Smethwick, will be suitable when it is 
due to open in autumn 2018, it has been re¬ 
vealed. 

If it is found more 
space is needed, work 
would have to start 
on fitting out a new 
floor which would not 
be ready until 2020. 
The floor has already 
been included in the 
build but was not 
meant to be used for 
wards. 

It would be a costly move for health bosses, 
who said having to take the decision would repre¬ 
sent a ‘major capital variation’, and would come 
as a blow as it was hoped the new hospital would 
be operating at full capacity by the end of 2018. 
The review is due to be carried out in the spring. 

Toby Lewis, chief executive of the Sandwell 
and West Birmingham NHS Trust, which will 
run the Midland Met, said the review would look 
to find out if the new hospital was on ‘bed tra¬ 
jectory’. 

Scaled 

Another option would be to use empty wards 
at Sandwell General, which is due to be scaled 
down when the new hospital opens. In a report 
to board members, Mr Lewis said: “The board is 
aware that a review will be conducted, commis¬ 
sioned by us, to confirm whether we are on ‘bed 
trajectory’ for Midland Met in October 2018. 

“If that review concluded that there was a 
long-term problem, we would need to implement 
a major capital variation to build out floor nine of 
the hospital. This would take until early 2020 to 
complete. “If the review concluded a more tem¬ 
porary ‘miss’ we would need to bring into use the 
empty wards on floor two at Sandwell.” 

Mr Lewis said either solution would be unde¬ 
sirable. He added that there was an ‘absence’ of 
a ‘coherent demand management strategy’ which 
he was working with partners to address. 

As it stands, the adult wards would be on the 
sixth, seventh and eighth floors. While a ninth 
and tenth floor will be built, they were only meant 
to be for ‘expansion and engineering space’ to be 
used in future years. 

On song to show 
their skills at Arena 

A GROUP of West Midlands songwriters are to 
take to the stage in 2017 in order to showcase 
their skills. 

The No Amps, No Chat, No Charge: Circle on 
the Road performance takes place on February 
1 at the Tilstone Studio of the Arena Theatre, 
based on Wulfruna Street in Wolverhampton. 

The performance will be the culmination of the 
hard work of The Songwriting Circle which was 
founded in 2010 by singer songwriter Dan White- 
house, inspired by a songwriting retreat he un¬ 
dertook with Tom Robinson (BBC 6 Music). Dan 
leads the majority of the sessions, with sessional 
support from other songwriters. 

The group, which meet every week at mac, Bir¬ 
mingham, sings about a variety of themes across 
a range of different genres, from love and loss, to 
a celebration of the West Midlands. For details, 
visit wlv.ticketsolve.com/shows/873568915/events 
or call the theatre on 01902 321321. 



The Midland Met 


It’s a wheel treat for centre visitors 



Matthew with his son Luke, 13 Matthew surveys all from the top of the wheel in West Bromwich 


A RARE Ferris wheel has been 
delighting visitors to West Bro¬ 
mwich’s continental festive mar¬ 
ket, after being discovered at a 
showman’s yard in Devon and 
restored to working order. 

The 45 foot funfair ride has 
been on a tour of the Midlands 
in the past few months, having 
also been seen at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s West Park, a school fete in 
Malvern and outside Coventry 
cathedral. 

However if it wasn’t for Mat¬ 
thew Jones and his family - who 
run the popular fair at the Black 
Country Living Museum and 


have been working at carnivals 
for five generations - it would still 
be in the yard in Cullompton. 

Matthew, aged 48, explained: 
“My uncle Steve found out about 
it from the guy who works down 
there. 

“My dad David passed away 
eight years ago, and he always 
wanted a Ferris wheel.” 

Matthew believes that the 
wheel dates back to either the 
late 1800s or early 1900s, and 
with the help of his team of engi¬ 
neers he was able to carry out the 
required repairs, including to the 
central supporting towers. 


With its 12 cars the Ferris 
wheel can carry up to 24 people, 
and the attraction has been at 
the heart of Sandwell’s first-ever 
continental Christmas market, 
taking place on the High Street 
between Kings Square and 
Queens Square. 

Matthew added: “I’ve offered 
the Ferris wheel to the Black 
Country Living Museum. It 
would make me really happy if it 
can stay there.” 

In the meantime the attraction 
is available to rent by contacting 
him on matthewjonesmj514@ 
gmail.com 


New Year’s 
Eve tragedy 
as man is 
hit by car 

A MAN out celebrating New Year 
was killed when he was hit by a car 
on a busy Black Country route. 

The 43-year-old was struck by a 
car in Wolverhampton Road, near 
the junction of Hagley Road West, 
in Warley, Sandwell, just before 
8pm on New Year’s Eve. 

The man, who is yet to be named 
by police, was pronounced dead at 
the scene. A 46-year-old woman 
who was driving the car involved, 
stopped at the scene. She is contin¬ 
uing to assist with police inquiries. 

Wolverhampton Road was closed 
for several hours on Saturday as a 
crash reconstruction team exam¬ 
ined the scene. 

Detective Constable Jamie 
Simon from West Midlands Police 
Collision Investigation Unit said: 
“It is an extremely sad start to the 
New Year. A man has lost his life 
on what should have been joyful 
celebration. 

“The junction where the colli¬ 
sion occurred is very busy and I 
have no doubt several people will 
have seen what happened or wit¬ 
nessed the build-up to the incident. 

I would urge them to get in touch 
and let us know what they saw.” 

The scene of the incident is very 
close to where a 24-year-old coun¬ 
cil worker tragically collapsed and 
later died in 2012. 

Natalie Lungrin, from Bartley 
Green, Birmingham, pulled over 
near the junction after feeling 
faint. Her friend who was a pas¬ 
senger in the car flagged down 
passing police officers who called 
for an ambulance but the Birming¬ 
ham City Council social worker 
had collapsed and died later that 
evening in hospital. 

Witnesses or anyone with infor¬ 
mation should call police on 101. 

Work to start 
on £6m care 
home in town 

WORK is starting on the construc¬ 
tion of a £6 million care home in 
Rowley Regis as part of an agree¬ 
ment between Sandwell Community 
Caring Trust and Sandwell Council. 

The work is part of a special 
link-up between Sandwell Commu¬ 
nity Caring Trust (SCCT) and the 
council to provide modern facilities 
for older people. 

The new care home is being 
built on the site of Knowle House. 
When it is completed, the staff and 
residents from Grafton Lodge in 
Grafton Road, Oldbury, will transfer 
to the building. 

Residents from Fountain Court 
in Millpool Way in Bearwood will 
also be moved into the up-to-date 
facilities at the Rowley Regis site. A 
special ground-breaking ceremony 
was held at the site at Harvest Road 
to mark the start of work on the 
scheme. 

Adult social care chief Council¬ 
lor Ann Shackleton said: “The new 
building will provide much-im¬ 
proved facilities for the older mem¬ 
bers of the community.” 

Fury at hoax 
which led to 
999 call-outs 

A MALICIOUS hoax call saw all 
three emergency services tied up af¬ 
ter a helmet was made to look like 
it was floating. Bournbrook Fire 
tweeted to say that they were called 
to Cannon Hill Park, in Stourbridge 
on Boxing Day. 

They said: “Malicious water res¬ 
cue call to Cannon Hill, helmet 
setup to float, all three emergency 
services tied up.” Outraged mem¬ 
bers of the public took to Twitter to 
express their disgust. West Midlands 
Fire Service, said: “We are seriously 
unimpressed. Hoax calls mean we 
and our 999 colleagues are poten¬ 
tially prevented from responding to 
genuine emergencies.” 

Councillor Nicolas Barlow, who 
represents the Stourbridge Town 
ward, added: “Hoax calls can cost 
lives elsewhere.” 
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HEALTHY 

SANDWELL 

We find the support you need 


WHAT'S 
YOUR NEW YEAR'S 
RESOLUTION? 


BEING MORE HEALTHY... 


Book your NHS Health Check and kick start 2017 
Available for 40-74 year olds. 


The NHS Health Check is a national screening programme that invites 40-74 year olds for a quick 
check up every five years. It's a bit like an MOT for your body. 

The check-up will look at your cholesterol levels, blood pressure and BMI, aiming at preventing 
heart disease, stroke, diabetes, kidney disease and certain types of dementia. Whilst these issues 
may not be worrying you now, the check-up is all about keeping you healthy so you can continue 
to enjoy your quality of life. 

Find out if you are eligible by speaking to the Healthy Sandwell team today 
on 0800 011 4656 , and they will be able to go through the criteria with you. 


Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 



HEALTH 

CHECK 
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FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS 
THROUGHOUT THE MIDLANDS 

AJM BUILDING & 
MAINTENANCE 

* BRICKWORK * ROOFING * PATIOS * FENCING 

* FASCI AS/GUTTERING * CONVERSIONS 

* EXTENSIONS * CHIMNEY SPECIALIST 

0121 530 1351/ 
07804 493140 


221 . 


sp° tts 

CoacV^q 


^ -« - 

Compietfe 

Kidz^ 


Pre-School 


30' 




Co mmun, 


H ° lid *y« ubs 

Cafes 


Complete Kidz, Unit 2 and 3 Elm Court, 
Crystal Drive, Smethwick, B66 1 RB 
www.completekidz.co.uk 0121 552 2006 
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n HUGE DISCOUNTS 
U ON ALL TREE WORK 


Pub, Indian Restaurant & Takeaway 



Curry N Grill 
House 

178 Walsall Road, West Bromwich 
B71 3LH 0121 588 5755 

info@curryngrillhouse.co.uk 

www.curryngrillhouse.co.uk 


GEMINI 
CARPETS 

FREE FITTING ON CARPETS 
& LAMINATE FLOORS 
All fitters employed by us 
KARNDEAN APPROVED FITTERS 
MASTER QUICKSTEP FITTER 

19 Upper High Street, Wednesbury 
West Mids, WS10 7IIQ 

0121 556 8649 



1ERAI 
©R WORK 





bike-medicwestmids.cc 


AUTOWISE 


New.Audi,mn 
Seat and Skoda 
parts available 

0121 439 7264 

343 High Street. West Bromwich B70 9QG 


LIQUOR 



Specialist 
Off Licence 
Pubs, Clubs, Restaurants 
& Party Orders 
Welcome 

National Lottery available at this store _£* 

334 LONDONDERRY ROAD 
OLDBURY WEST MIDLANDS B68 9NB 
0121-552 3270 

MANT OFFERS IN STORE 

_ All major credit cards accepted _ 


VicC 


HfteStte) 


THE CHIPPY WITH THE STAR RATING 

%t|LA Open Mon-Sat 11,45am-10.00pm 

^■ 1 110 Owen Street, Tipton, West 
Midlands DY4 8EZ 


EG3J3 

SHOP 


S ^ F n^s R s P » S p^. 

PROVIDING - BUILDING, LANUSCAPING 
AND PLUMBING MATERIALS 


iimiiii STQFFnRDSHIREBUILDERS.CO.UK 


nHnEtHic 7 mEnEiiiB asm GEiDCiEassDCLEEiD 


Bagnaii street, ocher Hill, iioton. ova oeq 
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wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 

Friendly advise 
i from a family run 
* business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 

Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 J 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm safe 

Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm .e,,,,™. 




*»t i 


d Weekly/Fortnightly To and From: 

naica (KIN & IVIBU) . 
st of ffie Cstribbestra 


ial Ltd 

Unit G, Sams Lane Trading Estate, Sams Lane, West Bromwich B70 7EX 
Tel: 0121 525 5881 | 0121 270 7389 | 0121 356 4635 
Mob: 0789 065 3773 | 0793 644 7764 | Fax: 0560 113 8100 
Email: cargodoor2door@jlbshipping.com or infouk@jlbshipping.com 


^ PPL 



certass 

Polycore Plastics Limited 

Suppliers and Installers of High Quality 
UPVC Doors and Windows 

T: 0121 682 3131 
W: www.polycoreplastics.co.uk 
E: enquires@polyplastics.co.uk 

20-24 Heathfield Rd Handsworth Birmingham B19 1HB 


AUTHORISED DYSON REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

New and Reconditioned 
Appliances available 




Appliance Sales, Spares, Repairs and Service 

92 Old Walsall Road, Great Barr, Birmingham 
Telephone 0121-358 0186 


■ ^Established 21 yi 

JM 

DOMESTICS 


NOW OP 

HI 


STOCKIST FOR ALL MAJOR KITCHEN APPLIANCES 



Electrical 

Superstore 

2-4 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HF 

Telephone O 1 2 *1 503 0*1 08 

Open Monday-Saturday | I I VISA W 

9.00am-6.30pm I I L Hsfil 

www.westmidlandselectricalsuperstore.com 


R & P REPAIRS 


Accident Repair Specialists 

MOT TEST 


£ 25.00 



01»jr 0121 920 1421 Ni**t 0121 553 MOB 




Mg 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat Roofs, Chimneys, 
Guttering, Ridges, Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

<Z) 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


lAign* 


Qlinx£& 


www.designa-blinds.com 
0121 572 9713 


• Child Safe - Cordless 
Systems 

• Full Range of Fabrics 


• Free Measure & quote 

• Fast Reliable Service 

• Competitive Pricing 


T & D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1 .OOPM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS 


„ FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

I ,-=5^ UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

| 1 19 851 THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK ,935 | 

I - www.TandDfencing.co.uk -_ 


g 0121-565 4533 


Conservatory/Dining Room/Kitchen/ 
Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom 

Visit our Factory ShowroorrT: 

Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB 
Showroom also at: Bearwood Indoor Market 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


MINI/MIDI 
SKIPS 

(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 
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Unit 59, Percy Business Park, 
Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2RE 

0121 552 4969 

www.batestoolhire.co.uk 
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Servicing 

MOT’S 

Diagnostics 

Steering 

Suspension 

Exhaust 

Car Spares & 

Accessories 


71 High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 
Telepi 0121 557 2370 or 07782 484950 

Contact@princesendgarage.co.uk I www.princesendgarage.co.uk 


West Midlands Upholstery Ltd 

Sofas and Chairs Handmade in England 
Re-upholstery service * New Foam Seating 

Tel: 0121 520 4500 

www.westmidsupholstery.co.uk 

Unit 17 EclipseTrading Estate, Sedgley Road West,Tipton DY4 8DQ 


Function 

Room 


FOR HIRE 


) oSjJ3&mSi7 


Brook Street Community Centre 

Bloomfield Road, Tipton DY4 9DD 


reg 

charity no 
1162716 
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fflTOM 

VW& Audi Specialist 

OUR SERVICES: X 

• All makes of vehicle • Pre-MOT work 

• MOTs • General vehicle servicing & repairs 

• Vehicle diagnostic welding 



ubhi’s 


Unit 2, Belper Enterprise Park, 
Greets Green Road, 

West Bromwich B70 9EN 


3 r PLEASE CALL 
to talk to our 
friendly experienced staff 

Mob: 07816 951 836 
T: 0121 553 0600 


> 


Wssti t 5 frrfe g£? 

as 

1 EIEC&Slsdfcairfls 

> QifissesQfllfe 

> JUMPED 



Rear of 64 High Street j West Bromwich | West Midlands, B70 6JT 

Phone : 0121-553-0666 


www.ubhikitchens.co.uk 
email:ubhis@outlook.com 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, 
West Midlands B69 2PG. 

Tel: 01 21 557 7222 uson fej 


In an ever changing media landscape the ‘ultra local’ free weekly Chronicle titles remain a powerful 
force for advertisers. Local media is still the most effective platform for driving consumer action. ., 

Why not make our coverage and readership work for you and choose your audience from one or Y 
more of these Chronicles; Wolverhampton, Dudley Stourbridge, Halesowen, Cannock, Sandwell \ 
and Walsall. For more information call our advertisement manager Kim Hazel on 01902 319660. 
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website for opening times and prices 



WHOLESALE PET SHOP & GENERAL PUBLIC 

WE OFFER A FULL RANGE OF 
™ -1 • BIRD/PIGEON FEED 

• RABBIT FEED 

• CHICKEN FEED 

• HORSE FEED 

• DOG FOOD 


ters Lane, Wednesbury, West Midlands. WSIO OAT 

0121 556 1497 

www.cosworthstudfeeds.co.uk 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 




All children 6 weeks to 
5 years welcome 
Childcare vouchers accepted 
Free funded places 
for 2-5 year olds available. 




0121 556 6222 

57 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WSIO 7DF # 
www.wonderlanddaynursery.co.uk 



» 77 OVEREND STREET, WEST BROMWICH, B70 6EY 


BRUNSWICK 

FISH BAR 

M t • * 

Open Monday to Saturday 

12pm - 10pm 

0121 502 3140 

hod am ic=J 

299 Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury, 

I West Midlands WS10 ODX 

We Now Deliver from 

4.30pm - 9.30pm 


1 (min order £8 within 2 '/2 miles 
radius delivery charge is £2) 


NEW MOBILE PHONE SHOP 
AND REPAIR CENTRE 


• All phone screens and 

• Screens 

laptops repaired on site 

• Cases 

* Fast, efficient and 

• Phone chargers 

reliable same day service 

• Accessories 

• We sell new and 

• Sim cards 

used mobile phones 

• Top ups 


58 GREAT BRIDGE, TIPTON DY4 7EW 0121 557 8899 


FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & 
HEATING REQUIREMENTS 


• INSTALLATIONS • BREAKDOWNS 
• SERVICE & MAINTENANCE • BATHROOMS 
• BOILER CHANGES • CENTRAL HEATING 
• COOKERS & FIRES 



TONY GRIFFITHS 

tonyg@datasys.org.uk 


MOBILE 07956 129150 


2 Churchfields Way, West Midlands B71 4DP 


✓ FREE FITTING 

✓ FREE 
DELIVERY 

✓ SELECT AT 
HOME 
SERVICE 


Trustworthy, 
reliable personal 
service with over 
30 years experience, 
all work and products 
fully guaranteed. 
We will not be beaten on 
price, quality or service. 




THE WEDNESBURY FLOORING COMPANY 

Open 9.30am - 5pm Tel: 0121 502 3061 
83 Walsall Street, Wednesbury WSIO 9EN 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
‘Fencing ‘Turfing ‘Concreting ‘Driveways & Patios 
‘Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Carpet Warehouse 


D. S. FLOORina 



Free no obligation quotations 


Unit 1, Kings Court Industrial Est., 
Sedgley Road East, Tipton, DY4 i 



THE ROWLEY 


BAR &: GRILL 


T 07932 634 531 

47 HAWES LANE, B65 9AE, 

ROWLEY REGIS www.therowley.co.uk f 
• 4 FACEBOOK.COM/ROWLEYBARANDGRILL 
t | THEROWLEYBAR^ LS id-H. ! . ! !* 


SPI RATION 5 # 

FIRES FIREPLACES 

Be Inspired 

Opening hours: Monday-Saturday 10 am-6 pm * * 

Showroom: _===. 

404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 






A.J.IM. 

X/EHICLi 

SERVICE 


MOT and ScsDTwie© Centres 


MOT and Service Centre 

MOTs £30 No retest fee 
Interim Service and MOT 
from £85 plus VAT 

SERVICE AND REPAIRS FOR ALL MAKES AND MODELS 


co)m mmm) m(o)(Q)W> 

Unit 30, Bridge Road, Toll End, Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 OHR 


AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY FIRM SINCE 1894 


Compassion when you need it most.. 


S.Webb & Son Ltd. 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

compassionate, professional, understanding 

St James House, Hill Top, I 

__ . - | , 


24 HOURS 
telephone: 


0121 556 0056 


covers all areas 


WWELL STONE 

mmmmnujLi 



WE SUPPLY AND 
FIT ALL TYPES OF 

FENCING & SLABBING _ 

www.sandwellstoneandfencing.com 

40-45 Park Lane, 
Oldbury B69 4LP 




0121 572 0202 

Unit 14, New Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 OPG 

Opening Times: Mon - Sat 9am - 6pm Sunday 10am - 4pm 
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GOOO 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


: Bluetooth Fitness Watch 


Only £27.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Monitor and record your activity 
whilst exercising, sleeping or 
walking. The VeryFit 2.0 App 
uses this data to provide a clear 
picture of your activity levels. 
You can record sleep quality, 
set up call alerts, set alarms or 
remotely activate your phone 
camera. 

You can even set up the ‘Find 
Phone’ and ‘Anti-lost’ alerts if 
the watch is in Bluetooth range. 
Charge the watch via any 
USB port with cable provided. 
Compatible with IOS 7.1 & above 
or Android 4.4 and above. 

Available in black or graphite 
grey. 

D9987 Black 
D9988 Graphite Grey 

BodyFIT 




Only £59.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Exercise Bike 


BodyFIT 

••••* 


This is the perfect beginner’s exercise 
bike to help lose weight, burn calories 
and tone up. 


A built-in computer monitor measures 
time, speed, distance and calories, so 
you can keep track of your progress. 
Developed from high quality materials, 
it has been designed to allow for 
comfortable and reliable usage. 


This product comes with a one year 
guarantee. Features an adjustable 
saddle and the height from seat to pedal 
extends from 76-86cm. 


Dimensions: FI 110cm x L 82cm x W 
51cm. Maximum user weight: 100kg. 
Weighs 11kg. 


D6703 Exercise Bike 


Folding Electric Treadmill 


Only £119.99 plus £9.95 P&P 


Improve your fitness and 
increase mobility without 
leaving the house. The fold- 
away design is ideal if you 
have limited space. 

Track your speed, time, 
distance and calories using 
the display and there is a 
choice of three automatic 
programmes lasting between 
10 and 30 minutes. 

Max speed is 6 km/h. Min 
speed is Ikm/h. Dimensions: 
LI 06 x 51 x 115cm (folds 
down to 28 x 51 x 115cm). 
Weighs 17kg. 175cm power 
cord. Flome assembly. 
Maximum user weight: 

100kg. 

D8829 Folding Electric 
Treadmill 


lOdlFIT 



Power Trainer 


Only £49.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Train in the comfort of your home with 
this 6-in-1 work out tool, sculpt your 
legs, back, torso & arms. 

The comfortable padded foam rollers 
support your back and protect your 
hands during use. It’s light and easy 
to transport and store. 

• Uses strong adjustable resistance 
bands 

• Alter the resistance as you develop 
for easier or tougher workouts 

• Low Impact exercise 

• Helps to improve core fitness 

D9506A Power Trainer 


BodyFIT 



Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

68901 

Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 26th September and 26th December 2016. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (68901), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

Address_ Postcode 


Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_□ Mastercard EE Visa □ Maestro Issue No_ 

My card number is: 

i i i i irTTTii i i i m i i i i i i srm/m 2?m/m sas rm 

"Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 









































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£9.95/£4.95 





















































































Live Entertainment Fridays 9.00pm - 12.00am 
LARGE FUNCTION ROOM 
for Functions,Weddings, Christenings, parties etc. 


2|T0R-!l 


• ♦ • i 

Every Monday and Tuesday 

• Curry, Rice & Chips 

(Various options available) 

Cheeseburger Meals • Chicken Sizzlers 
Chicken & Rib Combo Sizzlers 
Jacket Potatoes - Choice of fillings 
Selection of Pies • All Desserts 

I DRINK SPECIALS 24li 

Desperado • Carlsberg • VKS 
Jager+Mixer 


WHY NOT BOOK NOW 


The Britannia Inn 

next to Britannia Park, 

18 Rowley Village, Rowley Regis. B65 9AT 
Tel: 0121 559 3415 


NEWLY DECORATED RESTAURANT 


MAD MONDAYS 

Throughout January 

2 MAIN MEALS FOR £5 

12pm - 7pm 


, 2017 
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PUB & CARVE RY 

Hill Top • West Bromwich • B7Q OSD / 


0j !sil556 0008 


( 7 DAY 

CARVERY 

£3.89 Monday - Saturday 
• £5.99 Sunday 


m 




FUNCTON 


I F SyTrW 

II ' 


WEDDING 

RECEPTIONS, 

Birthday 

Parties, 

Anniversaries 

and 

Funerals 



JZ ANTIQUE COLLECTORS V- 
& VINTAGE FAIR 


UTTOXETER RACECOURSE 

(SAT NAV STM 8BD) A518 / A38 / SIGNPOSTED A50 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY 
7TH & 8TH JANUARY 


100 + STALLS INSIDE + 
OUTSIDE PITCHES 
10AM - 4PM ADM.£1.50 
CHILDREN FREE 
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 


A 


ANTIQUE FORUM 
01782 393660/07921659798 


LL / 1 



with range 


financially and to get to uni, she unfortunately 
passed away before I went on Britain’s Got 
Talent, she would have been proud.” 

Elaine Guy, also from the choir group, 
home-tutored Lucy free of charge to resit her 
GCSEs and take her A-levels so she’d get 
into music college. She’d failed her GCSEs 
fist time round down to the bullying she 
suffered. 

Lucy’s big break came when she appeared 
in front of 2,000 people and four intimidating 
judges on TV show Britain’s Got Talent, with 
11 million people watching at home. 

An edited version of proceedings didn’t 
show Lucy sing Who Wants To Live Forever 
by Queen, a song chosen by the BGT pro¬ 
ducers. It was a track she wasn’t comfortable 
singing, resulting in Simon Cowell stopping 
her, telling it was a bad audition and asked 
her for another song. 

What made the cut was her version of 
opera song Vissi d’arte, leaving the audience 
and judges stunned and a standing ovation 
followed. 

Successful 

She finished runner-up in the competition 
and then went on to sing on several suc¬ 
cessful tours proving hugely popular as a 
contemporary soprano. However this year 
Lucy took to the stage in a different form - as 
the narrator in Joseph and the Amazing Tech- 
nicolour Dreamcoat, which proved popular at 
the Grand Theatre. 

She said: “I was really nervous at Jo¬ 
seph but I got through it and I had good 
reviews fortunately - I had a week to learn 
everything.” 

As in all fairytales, it’s happily ever after for 
Lucy as she’s currently playing Princess Jas¬ 
mine in Aladdin and thriving in her latest role. 

She said: “I love the cast in Aladdin, we 
all get on so well and we have a good laugh 
when things go wrong too, which is really 
important.” 

And Lucy is enjoying her second stay in 
Wolverhampton, after doing a bit of Christmas 
shopping in the city this week. “The Grand 
is a really nice venue with the revamp and 
Bohemians [situated across Lichfield Street] 
is a great bar, I love it there. Slater’s is really 
nice too, we had our Christmas party there, 
everyone was really friendly.” 

Aladdin runs at Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre until January 22. 

Tickets can be bought from the box office 
in person or by calling 01902 42 92 12 or 
online at grandtheatre.co.uk 

By Doug Wootton 

• For the full interview, visit www.expres 
sandstar.com/entertainment/ 


Lucy 


of big 

L ucy Kay shot to fame 
when she sang her way 
to the final of Britain’s 
Got Talent in 2014. 

The 27-year-old’s singing career duly 
delivered, securing a record deal with Sony 
and then her debut album, Fantasia, shoot¬ 
ing to Nol on the classical music charts. 

She performed the national anthem for the 
2014 Community Shield football match at 
Wembley in front of 80,000 alongside one of 
the most iconic and influential performers in 
opera, Andrea Bocelli. 

She then topped off a remarkable year 
with a performance fit for royalty, singing in 
front of Prince Andrew, Sarah Ferguson and 
their two daughters along with a long line of 
A-listers at a private dinner held at Windsor 
Castle in aid of Children in Crisis. 

It has been a real rags to riches story 
for this year’s Wolverhampton pantomime 
princess. 

It wasn’t always glitz and glamour for the 
Leicester-born singer, who admits growing 
up was difficult without her father, who left 
when she was a baby, and bullies made 
much of her early life miserable. She said: 
“Growing up was a struggle, my childhood 
wasn’t one you’d hope for for your children. 
With my dad leaving when I was born, I took 
that hard and assumed it was my fault. 

“Apparently as I was growing up, I was 
always asking strangers, men, if they were 
my dad, which for my mum was really em¬ 
barrassing. From that, when I used to make 
friends I used to be more needy than most, 
people took advantage of that which set me 
up for being bullied. We moved to quite a 
poor area of Mansfield where I got bullied for 
being from a different area. 

“Then when I started singing, as it was 
classical, I got bullied for that too. 

“As well as the mental abuse, there was 
physical abuse, I have scars from cigarettes 
they put out on my chest. 

“It got to a point in my life where I thought, 
‘I’m not sure if I want to be here’, and it’s sad 
for a child to think like that.” 

While school bullies may have fulfilled the 
role of the cruel step-sisters as in Cinder¬ 
ella, there was a trio of strong women who 
stepped forward to play the role of the fairy 
godmother. Her mother, Glenis, proved to 
be a supportive role model throughout her 
youth and Lucy confesses it was her encour¬ 
agement which got her to where she is. 

Other contenders for the role include 
Pamela Cook, founder of Cantamus, the 
choir she would later join. “She helped me 


Lucy in her role at the Grand Theatre 


roles 


Gales free 

£ Unfortunately, you have to go 
through some things to be free’, 
says Memphis-born Eric Gales. 

“Now, I feel the most free I’ve ever been in life, even 
more so than when I was a kid,” he opens up. “You gotta 
help yourself man, once you can help yourself you can 
genuinely help someone else.” 

His new album, Middle Of The Road, will be released 
on February 24. “It’s about being fully focussed and 
centred in the middle of the road. If you’re on the wrong 
side and in the gravel you’re not too good and if you’re 
on the median strip that’s not too good either, so being in 
the middle of the road is the best place to be.” 

It is Gales’ fourth album on Provogue/Mascot label 
Group after Transformation (2011), Relentless (2010) and 
The Psychedelic Underground (2007) and it sees him 
at his most expressive yet. It is a deeply personal and 
reflective record that echoes where he is in his life right 
now and he opens himself up and allows himself the 
chance to really flourish. 

It’s well documented that Gales was a child prodigy 
and heralded as the second coming of Jimi Hendrix 
when he released his debut album The Eric Gales Band 
in 1991 as a 16-year-old on Elektra Records. It was the 
first of 10 albums on a major label through a blistering 
career. He has released 14 studio albums in total ahead 
of Middle of the Road and a host of other collaborations, 
one of which led him to work with producer Fabrizio 
Grossi. 


Lie-in King 

A funnyman described by one 

national newspaper as ‘unques¬ 
tionably the best observational 
comic of his generation’ is heading to 
Telford. 

Lie-in King Seann Walsh has also been described as 
‘one of comedy’s hottest properties...very talented, very 
funny’. 

He has also previously toured successful show Ying and 
Young with fellow comedian Josh Widdicombe. 

He will bring his new show to Oakengates Theatre @ 

The Place on Thursday, March 23, 2017 at 8pm. 

Venue spokesman Chris Kowalik said: “As star of 
Channel 4’s Stand Up For The Week and BBC1 ’s Live At 
The Apollo, you might have seen Seann on TV, but he’s 
something else live - pacing the stage, working the room 
and reducing crowds to hysterics. Even if he’d probably 
rather be at home watching Sky Sports News.” 

The show received positive press after being unveiled at 
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival and fans can look forward to 
the usual oddball looks at everyday life from Seann. 

Tickets for The Lie-in King at Oakengates Theatre @ The 
Place are £15. 

They are on sale now and can be booked online at www. 
theplacetelford.com or by calling the box office on 01952 
382382, or in person at the theatre or Southwater One in 
Telford Town Centre. 


Hungry show 

O ne of the most iconic charac¬ 
ters in children’s literature will : 
be arriving in Birmingham next: 
month when The Very Hungry Cater- j 
pillar Show plays at New Alexandra j 
Theatre for two nights from Monday, ; 
January 30 following a West End run.: 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar Show will feature a menag- • 
erie of 75 enchanting puppets during a magical 60-minute ! 
show that faithfully adapts four of Eric Carle’s best-loved • 
books for the stage: The Artist Who Painted A Blue Horse, \ 
Mister Seahorse, The Very Lonely Firefly and, of course, 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar. Eric Carle’s books have capti-: 
vated generations of readers with their iconic hand-painted, 
illustrations and distinctively simple stories, introducing \ 
millions of children to a bigger, brighter world, and to their I 
first experience of reading itself. 

His best-known work, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, has ! 
nibbled its way into the hearts of millions of children all 
over the world. It has been translated into 62 languages \ 
and sold more than 43 million copies, remaining one of the* 
top 10 best-selling children’s books of all time. \ 

Since it was first published in 1969, Eric Carle has illus- . 
trated more than 70 books, most of which he also wrote, : 
and more than 132 million copies of his books have sold ! 
around the world. 
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Strictly special 
start to the year 



The Strictly Come Dancing glitterball champions 2016 Ore Oduba and Joanne Clifton, who will be replaced by Karen Clifton 


THE final line-up for has 
been announced for the 
Strictly Come Dancing Live 
Tour - including dates later 
this month in Birmingham. 

The show will feature 2016 winner 
Ore Oduba but instead of his glitter- 
ball winning partner Joanne Clifton, 
he will be dancing with her fellow 
professional (and sister-in-law) Karen 
Clifton. 

Joanne is preparing to star in the 


UK tour of musical Thoroughly Mod¬ 
ern Millie, which visits Birmingham’s 
New Alexandra Theatre in February. 

Also in the Strictly show rom Janu¬ 
ary 20 to 22 at Birmingham’s Barclay- 
card Arena will be Louise Redknapp 
with Kevin Clifton, Danny Mac and 
Oti Mabuse, people’s favourite Ed 
Balls with Katya Jones, Daisy Lowe 
and Aljaz Skorjanec and Lesley Jo¬ 
seph with Gorka Marquez. 

Completing the line-up are pro¬ 
fessional dancers Giovanni Pernice, 
Janette Manrara, AJ Pritchard, Chloe 


Hewitt, Oksana Platero and Neil 
Jones. The celebrities and pro danc¬ 
ers will be joined by judges Len Good¬ 
man, Craig Revel Horwood, who also 
directs the show, and Karen Hardy. 
The 2017 tour host is Anita Rani. 

The show kicks off in Birmingham 
on Friday (20) at 7.30pm, Satur¬ 
day (21) at 2.30pm and 7.30pm and 
Sunday (22) at 1.30pm and 6.30pm. 
Tickets are on sale from www.thetick- 
etfactory.com or by calling 0844 33 
88 222. For more information, visit 
www. strictlycomedancinglive .com 



Kara stars 
in a chiller 

CLASSIC thriller Gas Light must be one of the 
few plays that has given rise to a term for psy¬ 
chological abuse, in that ‘gaslighting’ means 
making someone doubt their own sanity. 

A fresh revival of crime writer Patrick Hamilton’s 
play stars Kara Tointon as victimised wife Bella Man- 
ningham, a role vividly portrayed by Ingrid Bergman 
with an Oscar-winning performance in the 1944 mov¬ 
ie. 

Leading lady Kara Tointon has had West End stage suc¬ 
cess, was one of the stars of TV drama Mr Selfridge, won the 
2013 series of Strictly Come Dancing and last year played 
Maria in ITV’s The Sound of Music Live! Most recently she 
has been seen in ITV’s new hotel-based wartime drama The 
Halcyon. 

Also appearing in the spooky stage drama set in fog-bound 
Victorian London is Merlin actor Rupert Young, brother of 
singer Will, as her husband. Keith Allen plays a detective who 
makes a shocking discovery. He is a familiar face from stage, 
film and TV, still perhaps best known as the dastardly Sheriff 
of Nottingham in TV’s Robin Hood. He is also a father of six 
including pop singer Lily Allen and Game of Thrones star 
Alfie Allen. 

Gaslight starts a UK tour at Birmingham New Alexandra 
Theatre, where it runs from January 6 to 14, its only Mid¬ 
lands dates. 


Bowie tribute close 
to first anniversary 

JUST three days before the 
first anniversary of David Bow¬ 
ie’s death, one of the top Bowie 
tribute acts, Jean Genie, will be 
presenting a homage to the in¬ 
fluential rock star. 

Walsall-based John Mainwar- 
ing has been performing his 
tribute to Bowie for more than 
20 years and brings his show to 
Bilston’s Robin 2 venue on Sat¬ 
urday. 

Also coming up at the Robin 
this Friday is Steely Dan trib¬ 
ute Nearly Dan. On Sunday 
‘space rock’ pioneer Nik Turner, 
former saxophone player with 
Hawkwind, brings the latest 
version of Space Ritual to the 
Mount Pleasant venue. 


Band in city music 
store acoustic set 

ROCK band You Me At Six re¬ 
lease fifth studio album, Night 
People, tomorrow (Friday) and 
fans can get a preview when 
they appear that day at 5.30pm 
for an acoustic set and album 
signing at hmv Birmingham. 

A limited edition hmv exclu¬ 
sive picture disc vinyl version of 
the album will be available on a 
first come first served basis at 
the Bullring store. Wristbands 
will be available by pre-order¬ 
ing the album from the store, 
one per person. Any remaining 
wristbands will be issued on the 
day for those buying the album. 

The band are in concert at 
Birmingham 02 Academy on 
April 10. 


Jump and jive 
with King Pleasure 

KING Pleasure and the Biscuit 
Boys’ zany stage show some¬ 
times belies the fact that they 
are one of the finest bands cele¬ 
brating early rhythm and blues 
bands to come from outside the 
USA. 

The Brum-based band carries 
a guarantee of great swinging 
music and high entertainment 
value and last year the high-oc¬ 
tane jump and jive outfit 
were spreading their message 
throughout Europe promoting 
their 11th CD Live at Last. 

King Pleasure and the Biscuit 
Boys are performing at Artrix 
Theatre in Bromsgrove on Sat¬ 
urday, then at Bilston’s Robin 2 
on January 26 with Ricky Cool. 



THUR 05/01/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 06/01/17 
DEVOTED TO ROCK! 

SAT 07/01/17 
SAFRINA BROOKES 
SUN 08/01/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


MON 09/01/17 
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 
TUE 10/01/17 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 11/01/17 
ADRIAN MICHAELS 
THUR 12/01/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


We also serve 


STEAK & 
GRILL DEALS 


5 . 


Luxury Coach Holidays 



Britain's Finest Coach Tour Fleet 


Visit our OPEN PAY 

On Sunday 8 th January 2017 
10am until 3pm 

Fantastic Offers and 
Holiday Show 
Free Admission 


British Coach Holidays 
Quality European Tours 
London Theatre Weekends 
Ireland 

NEW 2017 BROCHURE NOW AVAILABLE 

Or view online at parrys-international.co.uk 

Landywood Green, Cheslyn Hay, WS6 7QX 

CALL fg? 01922 414576 




Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, January 5, 2017 
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SATURDAY’S TV JANUARY 7 


CHOICE 



Tom Hardy 


Taboo 

(BBC1, 9.15pm) 

New series. Historical drama 
starring Tom Hardy as 
adventurer James Delaney, who 
reappears in London in 1814 
after being presumed dead in 
Africa many years before, and 
seeks vengeance for the death 
of his father. Set to inherit what 
is left of his family's shipping 
empire, his arrival not only 
threatens to disrupt the plans of 
his half-sister Zilpha and her 
husband Thorne, but also the 
political ambitions of the mighty 
East India Company, chaired by 
Sir Stuart Strange. Oona 
Chaplin, Jefferson Hall and 
Jonathan Pryce also star. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Best Dishes Ever. (R) 
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Live Athletics-Great 
Edinburgh Cross Country. Coverage 
from Holyrood Park. 3.30 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 4.00 Final Score. 5.20 BBC 
News. 5.30 Regional Programme. 5.40 
Celebrity Mastermind. Famous faces 
settle into the black chair to answer 
questions on their chosen subjects. The 
second round sees them putting their 
general knowledge to the test in a bid to 
carry off the commemorative trophy. 

6.10 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present a Radio 2-themed edition 
of the unorthodox quiz, featuring 
Jo Whiley, Jeremy Vine, Zoe Ball, 
Michael Ball, Ken Bruce, Anneka 
Rice, Vanessa Feltz and Craig 
Charles. With a performance by 
Mika. 

7.00 Let It Shine. New series. Talent 
search to find five performers to 
play the role of a boy band in a 
new nationwide touring musical, 
featuring the music of Take That. 

In this first episode, the hopefuls 
audition solo in front of the 
judging panel, made up of Gary 
Barlow, Dannii Minogue, Martin 
Kemp and Amber Riley, and 
perform before a studio audience 
in Manchester. 

8.25 Casualty. Dylan becomes the 
source of gossip after Seb’s 
allegation, but Max and Jez are 
determined to help him and try to 
record Seb confessing his guilt. 
Alicia and Ethan wake up together 
in blissful happiness, but are 
forced to face the consequences of 
their actions, and Connie spots 
something in Grace’s medical 
notes that leads her to reporting 
Elle to the GMC. 

9.15 Taboo. New series. Historical 
drama starring Tom Hardy as 
adventurer James Delaney, who 
reappears in London in 1814 after 
being presumed dead in Africa 
many years before. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights from the third 
round of the FA Cup, including 
Manchester United v Reading, 
Everton v Leicester City and 
Sutton United v AFC Wimbledon. 

12.00 Film: The Double. (2011) 1.35 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.40 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.05 Coast. (R) 6.50 Film: No Minor 
Vices. (1948) 8.25 Film: Angels One 
Five. (1953) 10.00 Secret Britain. (R) 
11.00 Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 
12.00 Exploring China: A Culinary 
Adventure. (R) 1.00 Child Stars: Talking 
Pictures. (R) 1.35 Film: Cimarron. 

(1960) Western, starring Glenn Ford. 
4.00 Mastermind. (R) 4.30 University 
Challenge. (R) 5.00 Only Connect. (R) 

5.30 The World’s Most Extraordinary 
Homes. (R) 

6.30 Thailand: Earth’s Tropical 
Paradise. Exploring the wildlife 
and culture of the Southeast Asian 
nation. The first episode examines 
the south of the country, a popular 
tourist destination for Westerners, 
and examines the role of 
spirituality in daily life. Narrated by 
Sophie Okonedo. (R) 

7.30 Britain’s Ancient Capital: Secrets 
of Orkney. An investigation into 
how recent archaeological finds on 
the archipelago indicate that 
Orkney was the cultural capital of 
Stone Age Britain and the 
birthplace of the stone circle cult. 
Chris Packham uncovers the 
secrets revealed by the DNA of 
Orkney’s unique vole, Neil Oliver 
explores tombs and monuments, 
Shini Somara experiments to 
discover how ancient Orcadians 
could have moved giant blocks of 
stone over rough ground, and 
Andy Torbet climbs a challenging 
sea-stack to unlock the story of 
Orkney’s unusual geology. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. With the 
Walmington-on-Sea Home Guard 
now established, Captain 
Mainwaring sets about trying to 
get equipment for the platoon. (R) 

9.00 Bowie: The Last Five Years. A 
portrait of David Bowie, told by the 
people who knew him best - his 
friends and artistic collaborators. 

It also takes a detailed look at his 
last albums The Next Day and 
Blackstar, and his play Lazarus. 
Through the prism of this last 
work, the film shows how, in his 
final five years, Bowie not only 
began producing music again but 
returned to the core and defining 
themes of his career. Among the 
contributors are Tony Visconti, 

Toni Basil and Michael C Hall. 

10.30 Film: The Man Who Fell to Earth. 
(1976) Nicolas Roeg’s sci-fi 
drama, starring David Bowie. 

12.45 Film: Walkabout. (1971) 2.20 This 
Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Super 4. (R) 7.15 Oddbods. (R) 7.20 
Oddbods. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: 
The Animated Series. (R) 7.55 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. (R) 

8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls Survival 
School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure 
Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 10.00 Rebound. 
(R) 11.00 Guess This House. (R) 12.00 
Bargain Shop Wars. (R) 12.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.30 Judge Rinder. (R) 1.35 
Film: Kindergarten Cop. (1990) Comedy, 
starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. 3.40 
Morecambe and Wise’s Funniest 
Moments. (R) 5.35 Regional Programme 
; Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Unchained! 
7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Competitors 

from across the UK test their 
strength, speed and courage in 
this obstacle-course challenge, 
hosted by Ben Shephard, Rochelle 
Humes and Chris Kamara. 

8.00 The Voice UK. New series. The 
singing contest returns, although 
things have changed. Much like 
the spinning chairs at the centre of 
the show, the former BBC One 
programme has done a 
180-degree turn and is now part of 
I TV’s prime-time Saturday. There 
are also new coaches as Jennifer 
Hudson-the US singer and 
actress who rose to fame on 
American Idol - and Gavin 
Rossdale, singer and guitarist with 
rock band Bush -join old hands 
William and Tom Jones. Fans will 
also be relieved that host Emma 
Willis is back to keep things ticking 
over. As usual, things kick off with 
the blind auditions, in which the 
coaches sit with their backs to the 
would-be singing stars, selecting 
the ones they like by vocal ability 
alone. 

9.35 Through the Keyhole. Keith 
Lemon visits mystery celebrity 
homes and challenges this week’s 
panel - Fearne Cotton, Will Mellor 
and Judge Rinder - to guess the 
identities of the famous owners. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: Jaws: The Revenge. (1987) 
12.25 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.00 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.50 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.20 Frasier. (R) 8.50 
Frasier. (R) 9.20 The Big Bang Theory. 

(R) 9.50 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.15 
The Simpsons. (R) 10.45 The Simpsons. 
(R) 11.15 The Simpsons. (R) 11.45 A 
New Life in the Sun. (R) 12.45 Darts: 

BDO Lakeside World Professional 
Championships. The opening day of the 
BDO World Championships. 5.30 Speed 
with Guy Martin. (R) 

7.00 Channel 4 News. 

7.30 Britain’s Favourite TV Detectives. 
Documentary seeking to identify 
Britain’s favourite on-screen 
detective via a YouGov poll. These 
fictional crime-fighters have been 
a staple of TV schedules for more 
than half a century, and as the 
results of the poll count down to 
reveal the UK’s most cherished TV 
sleuth, New Tricks stars Amanda 
Redman and Dennis Waterman, 
Starsky & Hutch’s David Soul, and 
Foyle’s War creator Anthony 
Horowitz discuss the enduring 
appeal of a good mystery. 

9.00 Film: Ride Along. (2014) 

Premiere. A wannabe police officer 
persuades his girlfriend’s tough 
detective brother to take him along 
on duty. The cop hopes to scare 
his unwanted partner away from 
his sister by exposing him to 
danger - but needs some help 
when the patrol leads to a run-in 
with the city’s most wanted 
criminal. Comedy, starring Ice 
Cube, Kevin Hart and Laurence 
Fishburne. 

10.55 Film: The Mechanic. (2011) A 
solitary hitman teaches his 
murdered mentor’s son the tricks 
of the trade so they can join forces 
to seek vengeance. Action thriller 
remake, starring Jason Statham. 

12.45 Derren Brown: Infamous. The 
illusionist’s sell-out stage show recorded 
at the Grand Theatre in Leeds. (R) 2.15 
Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Ryan tells 
Mercedes that he is being blackmailed 
over their night together, and Tom is 
guilt-ridden when he hears about Sally’s 
money troubles since Jude’s scam. 4.20 
Shipping Wars UK. Stu and Jemma 
transport a sailing boat from Cornwall to 
North Yorkshire. (R) 5.05 Kirstie’s 
Vintage Gems. Creating a romantic 
bedroom. (R) 5.20 The Restoration Man. 
George Clarke revisits the restoration of 
water mill in Northumberland. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 The Fairly 

OddParents. (R) 10.30 The Hotel 

Inspector. (R) 11.25 The Hotel Inspector. 

(R) 12.25 The Hotel Inspector. (R) 1.20 

The Hotel Inspector. (R) 2.15 Can’t Pay? 

We’ll Take It Away. (R) 3.15 Can’t Pay? 

We’ll Take It Away. (R) 4.15 Can’t Pay? 

We’ll Take It Away. (R) 5.15 Can’t Pay? 

We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

6.15 NCIS: Los Angeles. New series. 
The agents search for Hetty in 
Romania and stake out the 
Comescu beach house, hoping to 
confirm she is alive. Real-time 
episode, starring Chris O’Donnell. 

7.05 NCIS: Los Angeles. The CEO of a 
software company linked to a 
cyber-attack against the 
Department of Defence is 
kidnapped, and Kensi and Deeks 
go undercover to protect the man’s 
family after fears over their safety. 
Meanwhile, Callen continues to 
research his past. 

8.00 NCIS. New series. The American 
crime drama following the work of 
the Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service returns, as Gibbs fights for 
his life on board a US Navy 
hospital ship after being shot. 
Meanwhile, DiNozzo and Joanna 
Teague head for Shanghai, where 
they hope to take down the leaders 
of the terrorist group known as 
The Calling. Starring Mark 
Harmon, Michael Weatherly and 
Mimi Rogers. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. Highlights 
of the residents’ past 24 hours 
underthe all-seeing eye of Big 
Brother, as they try to get used to 
their housemates’ quirks and 
foibles while also coping with the 
day-to-day complications of life 
inside the house. 

10.00 Film: Sex Tape. (2014) Premiere. 
A couple try to spice up their 
marriage by filming themselves 
having sex, but then have to stop 
anyone from seeing the footage. 
Comedy, with Cameron Diaz and 
Jason Segel. Including 5 News 
Update at 11 pm. 

11.50 Lip Sync Battle UK: Danny Dyer 
vs Craig Revel Horwood. Melanie 
Brown and Professor Green 
present the musical game show as 
actor Danny Dyer and dancer Craig 
Revel Horwood go head to head 
lip-synching to a hit song. (R) 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity Big 

Brother. (R) 4.00 World’s Strongest Man 

2016. (R) 4.50 Divine Designs. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Why the Industrial Revolution 
Happened Here 8.00 The Magic of 
Mushrooms 9.00 Lost Kingdoms of 
Central America 10.00 The Young 
Montalbano 11.50 An Evening with 
Sammy Davis Jr 12.50 Sammy Davis Jr: 
The Kid in the Middle 1.50 Sings the 
Great American Songbook 2.55 An 
Evening with Sammy Davis Jr 3.50 Close 
ITV2 

11.55 Take Me Out Celebrity Special 

12.55 Ninja Warrior UK 1.55 Film: The 
Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas (2000) 

2.55 FYI Daily 3.00 Film: The Flintstones 
in Viva Rock Vegas (2000) 3.45 Film: 
Cats & Dogs: The Revenge of Kitty Galore 
(2010) 4.45 FYI Daily 4.50 Film: Cats & 
Dogs: The Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 
5.25 Film: King Kong (2005) 6.25 FYI 
Daily 6.30 Film: King Kong (2005) 9.00 
Film: The Bourne Supremacy (2004) 
10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: The Bourne 
Supremacy (2004) 11.15 Family Guy 

12.45 American Dad! 1.40 Dads 2.05 
Safeword 2.40 The Hot Desk: Caroline 
Flack 2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.15 Inspector Morse 6.05 Midsomer 
Murders 8.00 Doc Martin 9.00 Midsomer 
Murders 11.00 Lewis 1.05 Blue Murder 
2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 Film: Shalako (1968) 12.10 FYI 
Daily 12.15 Film: Shalako (1968) 1.20 
Sporting Funnies 1.30 ITV Racing Live 
from Sandown. Coverage of races from 
Sandown and Wincanton. 4.00 Pawn 
Stars 6.50 Mr Bean 8.00 River Monsters 
9.00 Film: Cliffhanger (1993) 10.00 FYI 
Daily 10.05 Film: Cliffhanger (1993) 

11.15 Film: On Deadly Ground (1994) 

12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 Film: On Deadly 
Ground (1994) 1.20 Minder 2.20 Tommy 
Cooper 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 

E4 

11.00 Black-ish 12.00 Film: A Monster in 
Paris (2011) 1.45 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 
2.00 The Goldbergs 4.00 Brooklyn Nine- 
Nine 5.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: Speed (1994) 11.20 Gogglebox 

I. 30 Rude Tube: Welcome to 2017 3.25 
New Girl 4.10 Suburgatory 4.55 Revenge 
Film4 

II. 00 Thunderbirds Are Go! (1966) 1.00 
The Family Stone (2005) 3.05 Fast Girls 
2012) 4.50 Young Sherlock Holmes 
1985)7.00 Volcano (1997) 9.00 The 
Hunger Games: Catching Fire (2013) 

11.45 Baskin (2015) 1.40 Wake in Fright 
(1971)4.00 Close 



in association with 


iABTA 


FROM 

6 JAN-11 MAR 2017 
SAVOY THEATRE 


FROM 3 FEBRUARY -15 JULY 2017 


+ 

4 STAR 

HOTEL WITH FULL 
ENGLISH BREAKFAST 

A 

THEATRE 

TICKET 

TO A SHOW OF 
YOUR CHOOSING 


RETURN 

COACH TRAVEL 


London Theatre Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures until August 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central London with 3-course evening meal 
and full English breakfast 

✓ A show ticket for a Saturday matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection 

✓ Free time in London 

View product online at wwrw.omega-holidays.com/TJE139 

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Your Chronicle 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Dudley, Walsall 
* * West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 


New shows co m i ng i nto the 


2 days, by coach 

£ 149 ™ 


IDTDWN 


DREAM 

GIRLS 


HALF A SIXPENCE SCHOOL OF 

FROM 5 NOV 2016 -11 FEB 2017 ROCK 

With audiences on their feet every night, you FROM 

won’t want to miss this ‘joyous production’ 19 N0V 2016 ' 12 FEB 2017 

(Evening Standard), so book your tickets today! THE NEW LONDON THEATRE 


Quote Code: UAF137 


£159 


iMiYh 


THE GIRLS 


LONDON THEATRE 

Choose a fop West End show 
from our fabulous selection... 

42nd Street, Aladdin, An American in Paris, Beautiful, Dreamgirls, 

Half a Sixpence, Jersey Boys, Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, Motown, 
The Phantom of the Opera, School of Rock, Stomp, The Girls, The Lion King 
Wicked and more...! 


Saturday Night 
London Theatre 


Selected Saturday departures until July 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 

✓ Free time in London 

View product online at www.omega-holidays.com/UAF137 

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


2 days, by coach 

from 4 _ 

1.95pp 


Quote Code: TJE139 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


THE GIRLS is the true story of the Yorkshire 
a group of ordinary ladies 
who achieved something extraordinary. 

This new musical comedy has brought together 
the writing talents of Gary Barlow and Tim Firth 
who grew up in the same village in the North of 
England and have been friends for 25 years. 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 


42ND 

STREET 

FROM 

7 APRIL - 22 JULY 2017 
THEATRE ROYAL 
DRURY LANE 


AN AMERICAN 
IN PARIS 

FROM 10 MARCH - 
30 SEPTEMBER 2017 
DOMINION THEATRE 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 


OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols 
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SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 8 


CHOICE 



Ashley Banjo (left) 


Dance Dance Dance 
(ITV, 6.30pm) 

New series. Alesha Dixon and 
Will Best host a celebrity dance 
contest. The show features five 
famous contestants, who are 
unconfirmed at the time of 
going to press, each of whom 
will be paired with a dance 
partner. The couples will take 
on the challenge of recreating 
iconic dance routines featured 
in movies or music videos. 
Ashley Banjo, leader of street 
dance troupe Diversity, and 
choreographers Tina Landon 
and Timor Steffens make up the 
panel of expert judges who will 
be assessing their talents on 
the dance floor. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 MOTD: FA Cup 
Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00 
Flomes Underthe Flammer. (R) 12.00 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Songs of Praise. 1.50 
Escape to the Country. (R) 2.35 Life in 
the Snow. (R) 3.35 Match of the Day 
Live: The FA Cup. Tottenham Hotspur v 
Aston Villa (Kick-off 4.00pm). 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker examines 
how the Shropshire landscape has 
been shaped by the history of 
mining, and Anita Rani visits a 
camping site that has been set up 
in a scrap yard. Adam Flenson 
presents the first in a series of 
reports from New Zealand, 
Charlotte Smith examines a rise in 
dementia in rural communities, 
and chef Michael Caines goes 
camping in Dartmoor. Including 
weather for the week ahead. 

7.30 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents a second visit to 
Tewkesbury Abbey in 
Gloucestershire. The experts 
examine a heavy Tudor table that 
requires six men to move it, an 
extensive collection of Maundy 
money, a signed picture of 
Chairman Mao by Andy Warhol, 
and a rare 18th-century painted 
silk dress that has been left in a 
dressing up box for 50 years. 

8.30 Still Open All Hours. Eric, Cyril 
and Mr Newbold try to prove they 
have it in them to be exciting, 
while Granville tries to shift a 
consignment of mints that are past 
their sell by date. 

9.00 Sherlock. The detective faces a 
dangerous new enemy in the 
seemingly unassailable Culverton 
Smith, a man whose position of 
power conceals a terrible secret. 
Estranged from John, Sherlock 
must confront his demons to 
defeat his enemy’s plans. Toby 
Jones guest stars as the villain. 

10.30 BBC News. 

10.50Regional Programme. 

11.00 MOTD: FA Cup Highlights. A 
review of the latest third-round 
matches, featuring Tottenham 
Hotspur v Aston Villa and 
Liverpool v Plymouth Argyle or 
Newport County. 

12.05 The Celebrity Apprentice USA. 

1.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.35 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.10 AtoZ of TV Gardening. (R) 6.55 
Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 7.55 An 
Island Parish. (R) 8.25 The Edible 
Garden. (R) 8.55 Countryfile. (R) 9.55 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.25 The 
Good Cook. (R) 11.55 Tom Kerridge’s 
Proper Pub Food. (R) 12.25 Richard 
Harris: Talking Pictures. (R) 1.00 Film: 
Cromwell. (1970) Historical drama, 
starring Richard Harris and Alec 
Guinness. 3.15 Flog It! (R) 4.15 Life in 
Polar Bear Town with Gordon Buchanan. 
(R) 5.15 Yellowstone: The Wildest 
Winter. (R) 

6.15 Ski Sunday. All the news, gossip 
and action from the piste. 

7.00 School Swap: Korea Style. Part 
one of two. Three teenagers from 
Pembrokeshire swap their 
classrooms, teachers and parents 
for a school in South Korea, which 
boasts one of the best education 
systems in the world - and one of 
the toughest. For three days, they 
live and breathe Korean education 
to find out the secret to its 
success. Can they hack it? Sian 
Griffiths presents. 

8.00 Dragons’ Den. Evan Davis 
presents the business ideas 
contest, with panellists Deborah 
Meaden, Peter Jones, Touker 
Suleyman, Sarah Willingham and 
Nick Jenkins examining the profit¬ 
making potential of inflatable 
igloos, a restaurant serving meat- 
free hot dogs, and a new kind of 
pooper-scooper. Presented by 
Evan Davis. 

9.00 Thailand: Earth’s Tropical 

Paradise. Exploring the forests, 
plains and bustling cities of Central 
Thailand, an area known as the 
nation’s rice bowl. The programme 
explores how people live alongside 
animals in these areas, and the 
spiritual fulfillment to be found in 
these relationships. Narrated by 
Sophie Okonedo. 

10.00 Film: A Most Violent Year. (2014) 
Premiere. An immigrant living in 
New York in 1981 struggles to 
keep his business going against an 
unrelenting rise in violent crime. 
Thriller, with Oscar Isaac and 
Jessica Chastain. 

12.00 Ql XL. With Phill Jupitus, Holly 
Walsh and Nish Kumar. 12.45 Sign Zone: 
Countryfile. Anita Rani visits Malham 
Cove in the Yorkshire Dales, where she 
climbs a cliff face and meets an artist 
pursuing a family tradition. (R) 1.45 
Holby City. (R) 2.40 This Is BBC Two. 
Preview of upcoming programmes. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Super 4. (R) 7.15 Oddbods.(R) 7.20 
Oddbods. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: 
The Animated Series. (R) 7.55 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. (R) 

8.30 Scrambled!: Thunderbirds Are Go. 
9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 
9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Film: Carry On Up 
the Jungle. (1970) 11.15 Chopping Block. 
(R) 12.15 ITV News. 12.25 Tipping Point. 
(R) 1.25 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 2.30 The 
Voice UK. (R) 4.00 The Big Soap Quiz: 
Coronation Street vs Emmerdale. (R) 5.00 
Regional Programme. 5.15 ITV News. 

5.30 Unbelievable Moments Caught on 
Camera. Alastair Stewart presents a 
selection of extraordinary eyewitness 
footage filmed by members of the public, 
featuring a wedding that was ruined by a 
sandstorm, the rescue of a fox cub from a 
drain, cyclists being chased by an ostrich, 
a train that crashed into a truck at a level 
crossing, a paraglider's painful crash 
landing, and a musical moment that 
raised thousands for charity and started 
an 80-year-old grandfather's recording 
career. 

6.30 Dance Dance Dance. New series. 
Alesha Dixon and Will Best host a 
dance contest in which celebrities 
recreate famous routines from 
movies and music videos to 
impress a panel of expert judges. 

8.00 Endeavour. New series. In the 
summer of 1967, Morse and 
Thursday are both devastated by 
Joan’s abrupt departure from 
Oxford. The young detective 
responds to his loss by throwing 
himself into his work, investigating 
the suspicious drowning of a 
scientist who was part of a 
research team working on an early 
computer. At first it appears to be a 
simple suicide - until two more 
bodies are found in the river. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Robson Crusoe: A Surprising 
Adventure. Inspired by Daniel 
Defoe’s classic novel Robinson 
Crusoe, cameras follow actor and 
presenter Robson Green as he 
fends for himself on a desert 
island in the South China Sea. (R) 
11.10 Premiership Rugby Union. 

12.05 Jackpot247. 3.00 Chopping Block. 
(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Darts: BDO Lakeside World Professional 
Championships. The second day of the 
BDO World Championships. 5.30 Find It, 
Fix It, Flog It. (R) 

6.15 Channel 4 News. 

6.30 Britain’s Wildest Weather 2016. 
Footage of unusual weather 
conditions recorded in Britain 
during 2016, and exploring the 
factors that led to these incidents. 
The programme features footage 
recorded by people caught in the 
middle of floods, super-storms, 
tornadoes and lightning strikes, as 
well as a look at how a record level 
El Nino effect altered Britain’s 
weather. (R) 

8.00 Walking the Americas. New 

series. Levison Wood goes on a 
four-month trek across Central 
America, travelling 1,800 miles 
from Mexico to Colombia. The 
journey begins in Mexico’s 
Yucatan Peninsula, where he and 
his guide Alberto explore the 
remains of the Mayan Civilisation, 
including a sinkhole containing the 
remains of sacrificial victims. They 
move on to the island of San Pedro 
and the jungles where Levison was 
trained as a soldier, before braving 
the lawless wilderness of El Peten 
in Guatemala, where most of 
America’s cocaine is trafficked. 
9.00 Film: The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay-Parti. (2014) 
Premiere. Katniss Everdeen is 
brought to a secretive 
underground society following the 
destruction of the televised 
deathmatch. She becomes the 
figurehead of a revolution against 
the despotic Panem regime, while 
her friend Peeta remains a captive 
of its tyrannical president. Part one 
of the two-part conclusion to the 
sci-fi adventure series, starring 
Jennifer Lawrence. 

11.20The Big Fat Quiz of Everything. 
Jonathan Ross, David Walliams, 
Katherine Ryan, Aisling Bea, Noel 
Fielding and Richard Ayoade 
answer Jimmy Carr’s questions on 
the past 100,000 years of human 
history. (R) 

1.25 How to Lose Weight Well. (R) 2.25 
The Secret Life of 4 Year Olds. (R) 3.15 
The Autistic Gardener. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 6.10 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.15 Bob the Builder. 

(R) 6.25 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.35 
Zack and Quack. (R) 6.50 Seaside Antics. 
(R) 6.55 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.10 Pip 
Ahoy! (R) 7.30 Little Princess. (R) 

7.45 Big Bash Cricket Live. Hobart 
Hurricanes v Melbourne Stars. 11.30 
Cats Make You Laugh Out Loud 3. (R) 

12.30 Film: Holy Man. (1998) Satirical 
comedy, starring Eddie Murphy. 2.35 
Film: The Kid. (2000) Disney comedy, 
starring Bruce Willis. 4.35 Film: Legally 
Blonde. (2001) Comedy, starring Reese 
Witherspoon. 

6.25 Film: Along Came Polly. (2004) 
An obsessively cautious man, 
whose wife left him on their 
honeymoon, crosses paths with a 
wildly spontaneous former 
classmate who throws his well- 
ordered routine into disarray. Yet 
in spite of their different outlooks 
on life, he starts to fall for her. 
Romantic comedy, starring Ben 
Stiller, Jennifer Aniston, Debra 
Messing, Hank Azaria, Alec 
Baldwin and Philip Seymour 
Hoffman. Edited for language and 
sexual content. 

8.00 Kittens Make You Laugh Out 
Loud. Compilation of internet 
videos featuring kittens doing 
bizarre and humorous things. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. A chance to 
catch up with the latest events 
inside the house as the celebrities 
cope with living under constant 
surveillance, with all the 
arguments and alliances, as well 
as the revelations in the diary 
room. 

10.00Celebrity Botched Up Bodies. 

Leading surgeons repair 
household names damaged by 
cosmetic surgery. 

11.05The BAFTA Britannia Awards 
2016. Coverage of the movie 
awards ceremony, with Jodie 
Foster, Ricky Gervais, Ang Lee, 
Samuel L. Jackson, Felicity Jones 
and Ewan McGregor among those 
receiving honours. 

1.00 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 A New Life in Oz. 

British families emigrating to Australia. 
(R) 4.00 Now That’s Funny! Internet- 
sourced videos with an amusing family 
friendly hook. (R) 4.50 Divine Designs. 
(R) 5.40 Angels of Jarm. The children 
make cards. (R) 5.50 Roary the Racing 
Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 David Starkey’s Music & Monarchy 
8.00 Sword, Musket & Machine Gun: 
Britain’s Armed History 9.00 Horizon: 

The Trouble with Space Junk 10.00 The 
Sky at Night 10.30 Film: Venus in Fur 
(2013) 12.00 Killer Whales: Beneath the 
Surface - Natural World 1.00 The Magic 
of Mushrooms 2.00 Lost Kingdoms of 
Central America 3.00 Boxing at the 
Movies: Kings of the Ring 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

11.30 The Voice UK1.00 2Awesome: 
2Awesome 1.05 2Awesome: Guidance 

1.40 2Awesome: Side Effects 2.20 
2Awesome: Third Wheel 2.40 
2Awesome: LA Story 3.00 Film: Nanny 
McPhee (2005) 4.00 FYI Daily 4.05 Film: 
Nanny McPhee (2005) 5.00 Minion 
Madness 5.10 Film: Despicable Me 2 
(2013) 6.10 FYI Daily 6.15 Film: 
Despicable Me 2 (2013) 7.15 Film: The 
Amazing Spider-Man 2 (2014) 8.15 FYI 
Daily 8.20 Film: The Amazing Spider- 
Man 2 (2014) 10.00 Family Guy 10.55 
American Dad! 12.25 The Cleveland 
Show 1.25 Release the Hounds 2.15 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

8.00 This Time Next Year 9.00 Tonight at 
the London Palladium 10.00 Birds of a 
Feather 10.30 Inspector Morse 12.50 A 
Touch of Frost 2.30 Wycliffe 3.30 May 
the Best House Win 5.15 You’re Only 
Young Twice 5.40 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

11.40 Pawn Stars 1.30 Film: Apache 

1954) 2.35 FYI Daily 2.40 Film: Apache 
1954) 3.20 Film: Red River (1948) 4.25 
FYI Daily 4.30 Film: Red River (1948) 
6.00 Film: 633 Squadron (1964) 7.05 
FYI Daily 7.10 Film: 633 Squadron 
(1964) 8.00 Premiership Rugby Union 
9.00 Film: The Krays (1990) 10.05 FYI 
Daily 10.10 Film: The Krays (1990) 

11.30 Film: Don’t Say a Word (2001) 
12.35 FYI Daily 12.40 Film: Don’t Say a 
Word (2001) 1.45 Hell on Wheels 
E4 

3.00 The Big Bang Theory 6.30 The Big 
Bang Theory: Hawking’s 75th Birthday 
9.00 Film: Bullet to the Head (2012) 
10.50 Tattoo Fixers 11.55 Virtually 
Famous 12.45 Gogglebox 1.50 Rude 
Tube: Love Bytes 2.45 Rude Tube 3.15 
New Girl 3.35 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 The Great St Trinian’s Train 
Robbery (1966) 1.00 The Spy Next Door 
2010) 2.50 The Two Faces of January 
2014) 4.45 Mission: Impossible (1996) 
6.55 The Jane Austen Book Club (2007) 
9.00 The Railway Man (2013) 



English 

speaking 

rep 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


CHARTER 

with (Max) 20kg 
luggage allowance 


INCLUDES: 


Fly direct from Birmingham airport 
to Friedrichshafen 


4* Summer in the 




Return Flights 

on our exclusive 

AWARD-WINNING 


4 star hotel with half board 


Departing Sunday 9 July 2017 


Price Includes... 

YOUR CHOICE OF HOTEL: 

4 star Hotel Arlberg 
4 star Sport Hotel 
4 star Anthony’s Hotel 
2 FULL DAY EXCURSIONS: 

Lake Constance (Bodensee) & Lindau 
Liechtenstein & Appenzell 
PLUS: St Anton ‘Summer Card’ 


per person 

EARLY BOOKING 
DISCOUNT 

when you book before 31 January 2017 
Omega Holidays reserve the right to 
remove this offer at any time. 


8 days, by AIR 

£ 949 " 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 6081. 
Single supplements apply. Subject to availability. 


2017 PART- TIME 
COURSES 


5* Dudley 

College 7 

ADULT 

LEARNERS 


Are you thinking of changing your career? Returning to work 
after a break from employment? Starting your own business? 
Preparing for university? 


We are offering a range of 
part-time courses, starting 
early 2017 including: 


•Abrasive wheels 

•Access to Higher Education 

•Accounting 

• Associateship in glass 

• Book keeping 

• Brickwork 
•CAD 
•3D CAD 

• Carpentry 

•CNC introduction part 
programming 
•Cookery skills 


• Education & training 
•Electrical installations 

• English & maths 
•Health care/nursing 

• Hot glass 
•Hydraulic systems 

• Introduction to welding 
•Mechanical engineering 

• Plastering 

• Programming concepts 
•Solid works. 




Are you looking for a promotion? Do you want to gain 
more skills for personal confidence or simply to have a go at 
something new? 


For course and enrolment details visit 

www.dudleycol.ac.uk 


hands-on 

thinking 

Since 1862 
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thefastticket 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Unwanted Guest, Channel 5,3.15pm 

With nowhere to go for winter break, Amy is invited to 
spend time with her friend Christine’s family. What 
begins as a nice bonding experience soon turns into 
a nightmare as Amy begins to lash out at her 
welcoming hosts. Thriller, starring Kate Mansi and 
Valentina Novakovic. (2016) 

TUESDAY 

Dangerous Lessons, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A high school teacher breaks the cardinal rule of not 
getting romantically involved with one of her students. 
However, when she tells him it’s over, the boy begins 
to demonstrate psychotic, obsessive behaviour, and 
starts to stalk both her and her family. Thriller, starring 
Louise Lombard and Alex Esola. (2016) 

WEDNESDAY 

The Other Man, BBC1,11.45pm 

After his wife’s death, a man learns she was having 
an affair when he discovers provocative photos of her 
with another man. He resolves to track down her lover 
and exact his revenge, but when he confronts the man 
about his misdeeds, he instead strikes up an unlikely 
friendship, making him question whether he should 
continue with his vengeful scheme. Drama, starring 
Liam Neeson and Antonio Banderas. (2008) 



THURSDAY 

A Mother’s Fear, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A single mother resolves to discover the cause of her 
son’s mysterious illness. Her investigation leads her to 
a corporation involved in genetically modified food and 
two scientists who are on the verge of a 
groundbreaking new discovery. Drama, starring Zoe 
Lister-Jones, Danny Glover and Victor Garber. (2015) 

FRIDAY 

Sexy Beast, Channel 4,12.10am 

A retired safe-breaker enjoying the high life in 
Spain becomes the target of unwanted attention 
when his psychotic former gangland boss comes 
looking to enlist his help and expertise for a major 
bank robbery in London. Crime thriller, starring Ray 
Winstone, Ben Kingsley, Ian McShane and Amanda 
Redman. (2000) 


Mew series is hoping 
to be a Class above 


S ometimes it’s hard to be a 
Doctor Who fan... 

The past 12 months have 
been particularly difficult thanks to 
the fact that no full series of the 
much-loved drama had headed our 
way. Instead, we’ve had to make do 
with the Christmas special, which 
was a lot of fun, but it’s just not the 
same as having several adventures 
spread over a couple of months to 
get your teeth into. 

However, one little ray of sunshine 
was the appearance of Class, a 
spin-off available on BBC Three. 
Sadly, there are some of us who still 
can’t get to the grips of watching 
programmes online, or who don’t 
have the technology to watch it via 
our TVs, so we feel we’ve missed 
out. 

Thankfully, the Beeb has deemed 
it worthy of a proper, terrestrial 
broadcast, so three cheers for them. 

Of course, it isn’t the first time a 
Whovian spin-off has featured in the 
schedules. Way back in 1981 we 
were ‘treated’ to K-9 and Company, 
in which former companion Sarah 


Jane Smith (Elisabeth Sladen) was 
meant to embark on adventures with 
the Time Lord’s popular robot dog. 
Unfortunately, it turned out to be a 
lacklustre affair that didn’t get past 
the pilot stage. 

Sladen returned in The Sarah 
Jane Adventures 26 years later, and 
that was a success, running for five 
series until the actress’s death in 
2011 . 

And then there was Torchwood, a 
far more grown-up approach to sci-fi, 
which ran for four years; fans were 
devastated when it came to an end 
and long for it to return. It has, after 
a fashion, via Big Finish, a company 
that produces Doctor Who audio 
adventures. The company has also 
backed other spin-offs featuring 
characters from the series. 

Class may one day be a project for 
them too, but for now, it’s a visual 
feast written by young adult writer 
Patrick Ness, who said of the series 
before its first air date in October: 
“There are many, many secrets to 
come. Many. Like, a lot. But of 
course, the Doctor is in episode one! 
That’s how these things are done. 


‘Truly, though, I can’t wait for 
everyone to see the show; we’ve 
worked so hard and I’m so proud of 
it.” 

Peter Capaldi added: “The Doctor 
Who family is growing, and it’s 
fantastic to be able to welcome the 
young new cast of Class in to the 
Whoniverse.” 

The main setting for the drama is 
Coal Hill Academy, which long¬ 
standing fans will be aware 
has been part of Doctor Who 
since its earliest days - it featured 
in the very first episode, An 
Uneathly Child, back in 1963, 
when it was known as Coal Hill 
School and was attended by the 
Doctor’s granddaughter, Susan. 

It’s appeared since too - it’s the 
school where Clara Oswald was a 
teacher. 

Now it’s Miss Quill (played by 
Katherine Kelly) who takes centre 
stage, along with four students who 
are entrusted by the Doctor to keep 
alien threats at bay. 

Fun and lively, it’s a must for 
Whovians of all ages. 



Sophie Hopkins and Greg Austin star, Class, Monday, BBC1,10.45pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
The Halcyon 
ITV, 9pm 

Lady Hamilton wants Freddie to use his leave from 
the RAF to support her with the hotel and it 
becomes clear she wants to make changed and 
that Garland is in her sights. The hotel manager 
insists he’s not worried and that he just needs to 
show how indispensable he is, but Peggy and 
Feldman aren’t so sure, while Charity meets Joe 
and reveals her plans for revenge, but he refuses to 
help her, and Emma and Betsey hit the town. 
Drama, starring Olivia Williams, Steven Mackintosh, 
Jamie Blackley and Mark Benton. 

TUESDAY 
Sugar Free Farm 
ITV, 9pm 

Seven celebrities submit to a diet free from sugar, 
refined carbs, processed fats and cheap meat. 

From the moment they take up residence in a 
farmworkers’ cottage, they’re put to work to earn all 
the healthy food they eat. TV presenter Alison 
Hammond cooks from scratch with natural 
ingredients, comedian Joe Pasquale discovers an 
aptitude for pig husbandry, and ex MP Ann 
Widdecombe overcomes an aversion to whole 
grains. However, while Peter Davison, Stavros 


Flatley are also put through their paces, reality star 
Gemma Collins has trouble handling the farm work. 


WEDNESDAY 
Hospital 
BBC2, 9pm 

New series. A six-part series capturing the day-to- 
day realities that face the NHS in unprecedented 
times. With an ever-increasing demand on its 
various services, the programme shows the 
real-life dilemmas and tough decisions that 
hospital staff and patients alike have to endure. 

In the first episode, two patients await life¬ 
saving surgery at St Mary’s Hospital in 
Paddington - both need to be in the intensive 
card ward, but the hospital is at full capacity 
and there is only one bed remaining. 

Common Sense 
BBC2,10pm 

New series. Topical, fast-paced comedy * 
news series voiced by Ruth Jones, 
featuring a regular cast of real British 
people, including dinner ladies from V 
Leeds, East End market traders, 
supermarket co-workers, launderette 

owners and butchers from _ 

Birmingham. Chosen for their 


sharp wit and humorous take on life, the cast offer 
their honest and unfiltered thoughts on some of the 
biggest talking points of the week, from major 
breaking stories and bizarre headlines, to the 
worlds of sport and popular culture. 

THURSDAY 

f in the Wild 
i BBC1,8pm 

New series. Natural history 
documentary in which spy cameras 
camouflaged as various animals go 
‘undercover’ in the animal world, 
getting up close and personal to film 
their behaviour. Spy Pup is 
immersed in wild dog life to explore 
their maternal love, and Spy 
k Penguin records the 
turbulent action of the 
k mating season, as a 
male Adelie penguin 
. * falls victim to a 
£ ” •. pebble thief that 
ruins his chances 
of love for the 
season. Spy 
Tortoise and Spy 
I Bushbaby keep 





Sugar Free Farm, Tuesday, ITV, 9pm 


watch on chimpanzees, while in perhaps the most 
moving scenes, Spy Monkey becomes the focus of 
attention for a troop of concerned langurs who 
believe the motionless camera-creature has died. 

FRIDAY 

Big Dreams Small Spaces 
BBC2,7pm 

Monty Don helps Tariq and Sairah, who want to turn 
their dumping ground of a backyard in Leyton into a 
sumptuous award-winning garden suitable for 
entertaining friends and family, and a trip to Chelsea 
Flower Show proves inspirational. Ant and Jake in 
Bath want to create a Japanese-style design for 
their L-shaped plot, but events take a dramatic turn 
when they discover an underlying problem with their 
soil that calls for an extreme solution. 

Room 101 
BBC1,8.30pm 

Frank Skinner presents the comedy panel show, 
returning for the sixth series of this reincarnation, 
which sees three - as opposed to just one - 
celebrities venting their spleen about people and 
objects that upset them, vying for supremacy. Lining 
up for battle in this edition are comedy actress 
Catherine Tate, X Factor contender-turned-television 
host Rylan Clark-Neal and actor Nigel Havers. 


USE YOUR LOFT! 

Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \, 


^£39^ > 

-issr 

£299 




f Over > 

(10,000 

V Installations J 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! fUA 

3 child safe T I #11 
verticals U I Lt V 
one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 
MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 




contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 




JANUARY 

OFFERS 



Shapemaster 
Toning Tables 
a month 
unlimited! 

Saving £10' 

l. . - 10 Sessionsl 

Vibra 
Only £20 

Call 0121 567 5654 to book now 


Perfections, 4 Parsonage Street 
West Bromwich B71 4DL 


Collyer & McBride 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


We are an Independent family owned and run 
business who has proudly been serving families 
and the local community for over 100 years. 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 
Branches at: 

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr 

Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121 356 4489 
24 Hour Service 



Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 lOOO • 07956 416016 

153 CASTLE ROAD WEST, OLDBURY B68 OEL 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


A 1) 

SOL 


COCKS 

I C I T O R S 


Providing legal services in 

West Bromwich for over 1 OO years 


A 


Legal services available locally q d COC kS 


Wills & Estates Commercial 

Leasehold Reform Property 


Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 
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PUZZLES 
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BRAIN GYM 


No.410 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

E 

2 

R 

L 

Y 

5 

B 

6 S 

7 

H 

8 

F 

9 1 

10 

N 

11 

Q 

12 

V 

13 

A 

14 

P 

15 

w 

16 

X 

17 

D 

18 

z 

19 

c 

20 

M 

21 

K 

22 

T 

23 

J 

24 

0 

25 

G 

26 

u 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1& 7Dn. A verge on 
the road for the 
team having to 
travel (4,4) 

3. Hire pots for prizes 

( 8 ) 

8 . Green on a charge! 
(4) 

9. Gave information 
showing what the 
divorcee said (8) 

11. The results of a 
party game (12) 

13. Attempt to have 
a meal inside by 
agreement (6) 

14. Seasoned meat for 
Sarah and friend in 
France (6) 

17. Another purchase 
of stock - piece 
of harness and 
clothing (12) 

20. Geographical 
measurement that 
shows a certain 
tolerance (8) 

21. See 6 Down 

22. A person without 
doubt (8) 

23. Puts in the right 
type for the series 
(4) 


Down 

1. Legal man to make 
a recommendation 
( 8 ) 

2. Organise a place for 
shooting practice, 
we hear (7) 

4. Strange tailless 
feline creates a 
disturbance (6) 

5. They provide the 
simple truth (5,5) 

6 & 21 Ac. Where 
you’ll find the sailor 
answering a charge 
(2,3,4) 

7. See 1 Across 



Sudoku 



1 





3 



5 



2 

1 


4 



4 


7 



9 


5 

2 


6 

2 

8 




3 





3 


4 





4 




6 

8 

2 


3 



9 



6 


8 



1 


3 

5 



9 



9 



8 


4 



Quick Clues: 


10&16Dn. Becoming 

Across 

Down 

irritated when being 

1. Draw (4) 

1. Mode of speech (8) 

inoculated (7,3,6) 

12. It’s not right in 

3. Banter (8) 

2. Satan (7) 

manufactured 

8. Wealthy (4) 

4. Scared (6) 

brands to find errors 

9. Bulge (8) 

5. Designs (10) 

(8) 

11. Loving (12) 

6. Grown-up (5) 

15. Mean to amend a 
single bloomer (7) 

16. See 10 Down 

13. Profession (6) 

7. A paradise (4) 

14. Share (6) 

10. Speed up (10) 

18. Commend highly in 

17. Cheekiness (12) 

12. Protector (8) 

the next Olympics 

20. Remove (8) 

15. Base (7) 

(5) 

19. One in a black suit 

21. Retired (4) 

16. Layers (6) 

produces a blunt 

22. Rider (8) 

18. Manufacturer (5) 

instrument (4) 

23. Carry (4) 

19. Craving (4) 



Niner 


1 . 

Of which animal is the babirusa a wild 
variety? 

6. 

2. 

Who replaced Jack Straw as Home 
Secretary in 2001 ? 

7. 

3. 

Which museum is now on the site of 

8. 


‘Bedlam’ Hospital? 

4. 

Which film comic was born William 



Claude Dukenfield? 

9. 

5. 

Which ocean has the largest tidal 



range? 

10 . 


for lion’s tooth? 

What has the same tune as the US’s 
America (My Country, ‘Tis Of Thee)? 


of Manchester City?? 

Which record producer was famous for 
his Wall of Sound? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Sikhism; 2 Harlem Globetrotters; 3 
Joule; 4 John Denver; 5 Osborne House; 6 
James II; 7 Jeremy Irons; 8 Buddy Holly; 9 
New Jersey; 10 Zubin Mehta. 

Niner: FALTERING 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


5745268552 gives an Italian painter, 

53674 gives an Italian city, 

13482 gives an Italian province. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Head waiters; 9 Peppers; 
10 Reach; 11 Rolls; 12 Elector; 13 Pastry; 15 
Dearth; 18 Inertia; 20 Outdo; 22 Titan; 23 Private; 
24 Anachronism. Down: 2 Expel; 3 Dresser; 

4 Answer; 5 Three; 6 Reactor; 7 Appropriate; 

8 Church tower; 14 Sweeten; 16 Erosion; 17 
Sapper; 19 Tonic; 21 Tears. QUICK - Across: 

1 On probation; 9 Idiotic; 10 Motor; 11 Piece; 

12 Emotion; 13 Effete; 15 Grieve; 18 Seaport; 

20 Clean; 22 Ratio; 23 Artless; 24 Incredulity. 
Down: 2 Noise; 3 Retreat; 4 Bicker; 5 Tempo; 

6 Outside; 7 Displeasure; 8 Drunkenness; 14 
Flatten; 16 Recital; 17 Strand; 19 Odour; 21 
Erect. 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Dudley, Walsall, 
Wolverhampton and West Bromwich 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 



FLOWERING 

EVENTS 

Whether you’re a green-fingered gardening guru, a floral 
art fanatic or a nervous horticultural novice, there’s inspiration 
galore to be had at Britain’s favourite flower and 
garden shows. 


Quote Code: PPW936 


CHELSEA 

Flower Show and Oxford 

Departing Friday 26 May 2017 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star outer London/ 
Reading hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show, 
with coach transfer 

✓ Free time in Oxford 



FLORI MANIA 

at Hampton Court & Windsor 



Departing Saturday 25 March 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to Florimania and Hampton Court 
Palace and grounds 


2 days, by coach 

only £139 .95pp 


For more information AIAA^ AAAI g p 
or to book, please call: UI«?U& 9v£lOd 


OPENING TIMES: M0N-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 0me 9 aHols @omegaHois omegaHois 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


The perfect treat for mums 
everywhere on this Mother’s Day 
weekend. 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 




Quote Code: VMX232 


CHATSWORTH 

Flower Show and Harrogate 

Departing Saturday 10 June 2017 

n 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area hotel 
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the RHS Chatsworth Flower Show 

✓ Free time in Harrogate 


only 


2 days, by coach 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 
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thefastticket 


travel 



Relax in the comfortable and spacious bar 


Food delights in Hayloft restaurant 


Lovely views - Bodnant Welsh Food Centre 


Best of Welsh food on table 



Communal facilities in the accommodation 


FOR so many people, quality, local¬ 
ly-sourced food is high on the prior¬ 
ity list when they are thinking about 
where to stay. 

Cue Bodnant Welsh Food Centre and 
Cookery School in North Wales, helping 
the country to establish its growing repu¬ 
tation as a nation of passionate producers 
and fanatical foodies. 

Situated just a stone’s throw from the sea¬ 
side town of Conwy, the centre was established 
in 2012 to provide the showcase for the best 
Welsh food such as fresh meat from the local 
valleys and hills. 

It is set in a cluster of stone farm buildings 
dating back to the 18th century, which have 
been lovingly restored to house a host of busi¬ 
nesses, all of which champion the best products 
from the local area. 

On site is a farm shop, selling products 
sourced from the surrounding Bodnant estate, 
from award-winning Welsh suppliers and the 
in-house bakery, butchers and dairy. This food 
is also used to supply the elegant on-site Hay- 


By James Pugh 


loft Restaurant, intimate River Room and 
Furnace Tea Room. My wife and I stayed in 
one of the five on-site bedrooms, which boast 
stunning views over the Conwy Estuary. 

The comfortable accommodation has been 
finished with stylish furnishings, ironwork 
lights and Welsh handmade fabrics as well 
as the usual mod cons. It also benefits from 
an impressive communal kitchen and living 
room. Staying over is an excellent excuse 
to make use of both the Hayloft and River 
Room, where chefs make the best possible 
use of Bodnant’s ingredients. 

The menu is changed regularly to suit the 
seasons and boasts generous portions. Typ¬ 
ical dishes in the Hayloft include a ‘festival 
of Welsh lamb’, ‘soused Llandudno mack¬ 
erel’ and ‘peaches and Bodnant ice cream’ - 
all reasonably priced and served with wines 
from Bodnant’s own cellar. 

Alternatively, The River Room restaurant 
offers an intimate and informal fine dining 
experience with a unique seven-course tast¬ 


ing menu, each course refined and carefully 
selected by Andrew Sheridan. The restau¬ 
rant, which provides a fine dining experience 
for just 12 guests per evening, was the brain¬ 
child of Mr Sheridan. It was this we got the 
pleasure of sampling during our stay. 

Each dish was immaculately presented and 
bursting with flavours, including the mack¬ 
erel and wood pigeon which I had never tried 
before. The mi x of pre-chosen white and red 
wines, optional with the tasting menu, ac¬ 
companied the main dishes perfectly. 

Ambition 

Mr Sheridan, who has trained alongside 
Michelin-starred chef Michael Caines, said: 
“The River Room was the realisation of a 
personal ambition to make fine dining more 
accessible to people. I passionately believe 
that everyone should have the opportunity 
to experience top quality food. 

“The idea behind The River Room is to 
combine fine dining with an informal atmos¬ 
phere. There is absolutely no pretence here 
- guests don’t need to worry about wearing 
a formal jacket or which cutlery to choose.” 


Just like the food, the service was first- 
class, with the knowledgeable waiter intro¬ 
ducing each dish and wine. 

Breakfast the following morning in the 
Hayloft restaurant was equally appetis- 
ing.The venue also boasts a function room 
for weddings and other events and the Welsh 
National Bee-keeping Centre - as well as its 
impressive Cookery School, which again pro¬ 
motes local ingredients. 

Courses tie in with what is in season, ca¬ 
tering for just what you fancy all around the 
year, with classes varying from bread-making 
to tapas fusion, skilled patisserie and dinner 
party dishes. Bodnant’s sessions come highly 
recommended for chefs of all levels - and 
would certainly make an ideal gift for a food 
enthusiast. 

For those seeking a little more adventure, 
there is plenty of exploration to be done in 
the rugged local landscape of Snowdonia, a 
sanctuary for outdoors enthusiasts and ad¬ 
venture seekers. Situated in quiet estate sur¬ 
roundings, in the heart of Conwy Valley, the 
Bodnant Welsh Food Centre offers something 
for everyone. 


ffifrORSHOW 


BEFORE 

YOU TEST DRIVE! 



KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE 
, LATEST MANUFACTURER 
v & DEALER OFFERS 
BY VISIT NG 
' OUR SHOW.. 



DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 



expressandstar.com/drivetime 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Well-presented 
town house in a 
quiet due-de-sac 

This Bovis Homes property completed in 2013 in Old 
College Avenue, Oldbury, is a charming and well- 
presented three-bedroomed modern town house in a 
quiet cul-de-sac close to great transport links. 

It is for sale through Love Your Postcode at offers over 
£179,950. 

With off road parking for two cars and with a master 
bedroom served by an en-suite, this is a truly wonderful 
property which is packed with appeal. 

Its accommodation briefly comprises a ground floor 
entrance hallway leading to a kitchen with integrated 
appliances and a spacious lounge with double French 
doors providing access to the rear garden. 

A downstairs W/C and storage cupboard completes 
this floor. 

To the first floor, there are two double bedrooms and 
a family bathroom. A spacious master bedroom with an 
en-suite makes up the second floor accommodation. 

This property further benefits from part wooden 
decking in rear garden and a new lawn. 

In more detail the entrance hall has laminate flooring 
and the first reception room has a modern decor and 
double French doors opening out to the rear garden. 

The kitchen has stunning modern wood-effect 
contemporary units and integrated appliances 
complemented by cream coloured worktops and floor 
tiling, contemporary chrome handles and a chrome- 
effect extractor hood. 

Upstairs, all three bedrooms are carpeted. The family 
bathroom has a modern white suite with chrome fittings 
and a shower fitting incorporated into the bath, plus part 
splash-back tiling and a tall chrome ladder-style towel 
radiator. 

Love Your Postcode are a next-generation property 
sales and lettings business with traditional values. The 
development of their technology, and values/ideas has 
fundamentally disrupted the existing model by giving 
the customer everything they have been asking for at a 
fraction of the cost. 

KEY FEATURES 


3 bedroomed town house 
Master en-suite 
Spacious lounge/dining area 
Landscaped gardens/decking 
Quiet cul-de-sac 


OLDBURY £179,950 



,^£ove YOUR” 

POSTCODE 

Focus on achieving more™ 

Speak to our experts on 0121 544 9595 



Local homeowners' are in for a treat this winter. 

Our trademarked product is completely free for the seller 

Focus on achieving 99% with a 0% fee. 

#No. I local selling estate agent in 2016 based upon information provided by Get Agents.Terms and conditions apply. 
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PROPERTY 




ENTRIES INVITED FOR OUR NEXT AUCTION 




A refurbished semi-detached ready to move into 


This charming three-bedroomed 
semi-detached house in Apsley 
Road, Oldbury, has recently been 
refurbished. 

It is for sale through Robert 
Oulsnam at £174,950 with no chain. 

It has three bedrooms, an open- 
plan kitchen/diner and a generously 
sized rear garden. 


OLDBURY 

£174,950 

It also has a porch, an entrance 
hallway and reception room one 
with under-stairs storage and an 
outbuilding. The kitchen diner is 
packed with appeal, having a lovely 


new kitchen with modern white 
coloured units, splash-back tiling 
and an integrated oven and hob with 
an extractor over. 

The dining area also has modern 
white French doors opening out to 
the rear garden. 

Contact Robert Oulsnam on 0121 
4299986 or visit www.oulsnam.net 


LIMITED OFFER 


dcht fniAAs out 

RESERVE NOW FOR £99* 

Hurry as there are only a few 2 & 3 bedroom homes 
now available. With an impressive specification, fitted 
as standard, including: integrated kitchen appliances, 
downstairs WC fitted wardrobes & en-suite to the master 
bedroom it’s little wonder they have proven so popular. 
Reserve yours today before it’s too late. 


All from just £132,995 or 
with Help to Buy £106,396** 

DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • BUY 

THE BIRCHES 

Willcock Road, off Dixon Street 
Wolverhampton WV2 2DA 


VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
TELEPHONE: 07800 513896 
EMAIL: kph.thebirchessales@kier.co.uk 



[Skier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



Photograph of a typical Kier showhome. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Available on selected plots subject to terms and conditions apply. **Help to Buy is available upon request subject to terms and conditions. 



































PROPERTY 



Traditional property with three bedrooms 


This three-bedroomed traditional 
style semi-detached house in The 
Broadway, West Bromwich, is for 
sale through Paul Dubberley at 
£139,950 with no chain. 

Its accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance hallway, 
two reception rooms, a kitchen, a 
conservatory and an upstairs family 
bathroom. 

It also has majority central heating 


WEST BROMWICH 
£ 139,950 


and double glazing and gardens to 
the front and rear. 

In more detail a pathway through 
the front garden leads to the front 
door and entrance hall with stairs 
off and an under-stairs storage 
cupboard. 


Reception room one has a bay 
window and an open fire. Reception 
room room two has a gas fire. 

The kitchen has a range of wall 
and base units with work surfaces 
incorporating a single drainer sink 
and access leading through to the 
conservatory. Upstairs bedroom one 
has a bay window overlooking the 
frontage. Call 0121 5252111 or visit 
www.pauldubberley.co.uk 


Forthcoming CottOIlS 

Auction cma.t.md.u.v.yomJ 

Tuesday 28th February 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 




Considering Selling 
by Auction? 

Call for your 
No Obligation 
Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 





Auctioneers 

of Residential and 
Commercial Property, 
Land and Development 
Opportunities 

Ji.V; 

_ t f f * *. » y * • 

W* Id - 

Pf - 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 



ESTATE AGENTS 


BEARWOOD: O IWl ffij) 0X0© CAPE HILL: (W 0X0© 


Offices at: 

12 Abbey Road, Bearwood, B67 5RD 33-35 Cape Hill, Smethwick, B66 4RX 


Bearwood 
0121 420 1010 


WWW, 
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POSTCODE Focus on achieving more (with a 0% fee 


Morris Street, West Bromwich Shelsley Avenue, Oldbury Dingle Street, Oldbury William Kerr Road, Tipton Tower Road, Tividale 



• EXTENDED FOUR BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• L-SHAPE LIVING AND DINING ROOM 

• BRAND NEW FITTED KITCHEN 

• ENSUITE TO MASTER BEDROOM 


• FOUR BEDROOM DETACHED PROPERTY 

• GARAGE & DRIVEWAY 

• EN-SUITE TO MASTER BEDROOM 

• EPC RATING: D 


• THREE BEDROOM DETACHED HOME 

• WORKSHOP AND CAR PORT 

• MODERN INTERIORS 

• EPC RATING: F 


• DETACHED THREE BEDROOM HOUSE 

• MODERN LIVING ROOM WITH DINNING AREA 

• EASY TO MAINTAIN REAR GARDEN 

• EPC RATING: C 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 

• FITTED KITCHEN WITH DINER & BREAKFAST BAR 

• FIRST FLOOR FAMILY BATHROOM WITH 
SHOWER 


Sales Valuation 

0121544 9595 



Guide Price £184,950 


Offers in Excess of £174,950.00 


Offers in the Region Of £169,950.00 Offers in the Region Of £144,950.00 


£134,950 


Jiggins Lane, Bartley Green 


Park Hill, Wednesbury 


Ivy House Road, Oldbury 


Holloway, Northfield 


Hudson Road, Tipton 



• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• LARGE CONSERVATORY 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 


• TWO BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED PROPERTY 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 

• WELL-KEPT REAR GARDENS 

• EPC RATING: D 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• TWO GROUND FLOOR RECEPTION ROOMS 

• LARGE REAR GARDEN AND FRONT GARDEN 

• GAS CENTRAL HEATING AND DOUBLE GLAZED 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• EXCELLENT PROMINENT CORNER POSITION 

• UPSTAIRS FAMILY BATHROOM 

• EPC RATING: E 


• SPACIOUS THREE BEDROOM TERRACE 

• DECORATED TO A TASTEFUL STANDARD 

• NEWLY INSTALLED KITCHEN 

• EPC RATING: C 


# No1 

IN BIRMINGHAM 
-ACHIEVING 99% 



Offers in Excess of £129,950.00 £124,950.00 


Offers in Excess of £124,950 


Guide Price £119,950.00 Offers in Excess of £119,950.00 


Black Lake, West Bromwich Bartleet Road, Smethwick Stone Street, Oldbury 



• ATTRACTIVE THREE BEDROOM MID-TERRACED • PRIVATE TWO BEDROOM END-OF-TERRACE 

• THREE LARGE RECEPTION ROOMS • LOCATED AT THE END OF A QUIET CUL-DE-SAC 

• LANDSCAPE GARDENS • SITUATED ON A LARGE PLOT OF LAND 

• EPC RATING: D • EPC RATING: C 


• TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT 

• WELL PRESENTED AND MODERN 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH ENSUITE 

• EPC RATING: C 


Offers in Excess of £114,950 Offers in Excess of £114,950 


Offers in Excess of £99,950 


Old College Avenue, Oldbury Green Street, Oldbury 


Little Lane, West Bromwich 




• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• TWO FAMILY BATHROOMS 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 

• EPC RATING: TBC 



• THREE BEDROOM TERRACED 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• CLOSE TO SANDWELL HOSPITAL 

• EPC RATING: D 


Offers in Excess of £179,950 


Guide Price £134,950.00 


Offers in Excess of £104,950.00 


a 
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Lightwoods Road, Bearwood Wilday Close, West Bromwich Broadmoor Avenue, Oldbury Hobart Point, West Bromwich 


Attlee Close, Tividale 



• Traditional Three Bedroom Terraced House 

• Modern Interiors Throughout 

• Great Transport Links to The City Centre 

• EPC Rating E 


• THREE BEDROOM DETACHED FAMILY HOME 

• LARGE CONSERVATORY 

• GOOD SIZED LIVING ROOM 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH EN-SUITE 


• MODERN THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• NEWLY REFURBISHED THROUGHT 

• SPACIOUS LOUNGE 

• RECENTLY FITTED KITCHEN 


• GROUND FLOOR TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT 

• EXTREMELY WELL MAINTAINED 

• REMOTE CONTROLLED GATED ACCESS 

• OFFERING GREAT VIEWS FROM EVERY ASPECT 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• LARGE OPEN PLAN LOUNGE 

• REAR SECLUDED GARDENS 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 


£725 • Fees Apply* 


Monthly Rental Of £725.00 


Monthly Rental Of £695.00 Monthly Rental Of £650.00 


Monthly Rental Of £625 


FREE PREMIUM 
ADVERTISING 



21 DAY 

OFFER PROMISE 


Rental Valuation 

0333 344 7772 


FREE SET UP & 7% 
MANAGEMENT 


ICWUMM! 1441 




£ 10,000 

RENTAL DEFAULT 
GUARANTEE* 


n 

4 i h 




Tom Michaels 

Rentals Manager 



Asif Kola 

Head of Sales 


Steve Hunt David Price 

Mortgage Advisor Photographer 



CELEBRATING 1,000+ 
PRIVATE CLUB 
MEMBERS 

HTRUSTPILOT 

QQQQO 


RATED“EXCELLENT” 


'With our corporate package 
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oulsnam 

www.oulsnam.net 



Herbert Road, Bearwood 


. Extended, Traditional Mid Terrace 
. Four Bedrooms 
. Stunning Extended Kitchen 


• Two Reception Rooms 

• Ground Floor WC 
. EP Rating TBC 

Price £275,000 



. Extended Detached Property 
. Two Double Bedrooms 
. Modern Breakfast Kitchen 


Hagley Road West, Oldbury 


. No Upward Chain 
. Off Road Parking 
. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £199,950 



. Well Presneted Semi Detached 
. Three Bedrooms 
. Two Reception Rooms 


White Road, Quinton 


• Modern Style Kitchen 

• No Upwarch Chain 
. EP Rating E 

Offeres in the region £200,000 



. Mid Terrace Property 
. Three Bedooms 
. Spacious Breakfast Kitchen 


Rickyard Piece, Quinton 


• Two Reception Rooms 
. No Upward Chain 
. EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £99,950 



. Well Presnted Mid Terrace 
. Two Double Bedrooms 
. Two Reception Rooms 


Beechfield Road, Smethwick 


• Ideal First Purchase or Buy to Let 

• No Upward Chain 
. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £109,950 




. Semi Detached 
. Recently Refurbished (2016) 
. Three Bedrooms 


Apsley Road, Oldbury 


. Modern, Open Plan Kitchen 
. Ideal First Purchase 
. EP Rating F 

Offers in the region of £174,950 


Milcote Road, Bearwood 


Rosefield Road, Smethwick 


Thimblemill Road, Smethwick 


Newnham Road, Edgbaston 



Charming Mid Terrace 
Two Bedrooms 
Two Reception Rooms 
EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £109,950 


Traditional Semi Detached 
Two Double Bedrooms 
Modern Extended Kitchen 
EP Rating C 

Offers in the region of £164,950 


Semi Detched Family Home 
Three Bedrooms 
Superb Extended Kitchen 
EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £259,950 


An Extended, Traditional Mid Terrace 
Three Bedrooms 
No Upward Chain 
EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £174,950 


Branch Manager 
Jenna Hill 


Negotiator Valuer.’Sales Negotiator 
Smith_ Ban Patftcy 


Hea Negotiati 
Jodx Aust n 


RogulolodBy RICS 

ll« *M>t 4l 

vnrklMi^ 

situ 

Hagley Road 0121429 
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pauldubberleyco.uk 


Paul 

Dubberley wednesbury 


Heathfield Lane West, Wednesbury, 

WS10 £ 130,000 



□p>nt»SUMMARYn/t»EXTENDED & AVAILABLE WITH NO CHAIN - a 
three bedroom semi detached residence with accommodation further 
featuing two reception rooms, kitchen with breakfast area and first floor 


Wakes Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 130,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>CHAIN FREE WITH AN OPEN REAR ASPECT - A 
semi detached property featuring three bedrooms, first floor bathroom, 
lounge, dining room & kitchen. Externally, there is off road parking, a 


Myvod Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 129,950 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>WELL PRESENTED & CHAIN FREE - A 
smart semi detached residence featuring three bedrooms, lounge, 
contemporary style kitchen with dining space & first floor bathroom. 


Shaftesbury Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 135,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>TRADiTIONAL EXTENDED PROPERTY WITH NO 
CHAIN - A spacious semi detached home set in a sought after residential 
location with accommodation featuring three bedrooms, two reception 


Burrs Drive, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 85,000 



□ p>D b>S U M M ARYD/b>SMART & CONTEMPORARY LIVING - An 
upper floor modern apartment offering accommodation featuring two 
bedrooms, living space to include open plan lounge & dining area, 


Delville Close, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 60,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>GROUND FLOOR MAISONETTE - NO CHAIN. 
Accommodation featuring one double bedroom, lounge, kitchen & shower 
room. Externally, there are communal grounds. b>DESCRIPTION / 



Longcroft Avenue, Wednesbury, WS10 


£ 170,000 


□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>NO UPWARD CHAIN! A MODERN STYLE 
DETACHED PROPERTY OFFERING ACCOMMODATION PRESENTED 
TO A HIGH STANDARDCb>DESCRIPTIONn/b>NO UPWARD CHAIN! A 



A MUCH IMPROVED & WELL PRESENTED TRADITIONAL FAMILY HOME 
BEING OFFERED WITH NO ONGOING CHAIN - Accommodation includes 
three bedrooms, a lounge & dining area, impressive kitchen, ground floor 


Foster Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 204,995 



□p>Qb>SUMMARYn/b>EXTENDED DETACHED RESIDENCE - 
HUGELY VERSATILE - CURRENTLY BEING USED AS FIVE BEDROOM 
ACCOMMODATION.nb>DESCRIPTIONn/b>EXTENDED DETACHED 


Cobham Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 120,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>A WELL PRESENTED END TERRACE PROPERTY 
BENEFITING FROM OFF ROAD PARKING & A CONSERVATORY. 
Accommodation further features three bedrooms, lounge, modern style 


Old Park Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 60,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>A NEATLY PRESENTED END TERRACE 
BUNGALOW BEING OFFERED TO BUYERS OVER THE AGE OF 55 
- Priced as a 50% share & being situated within a gated walkway the 


Hall Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 69,500 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>A MODERN GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT 
WHICH MAY SUIT A FIRST TIME PURCHASER OR LANDLORD - 
Accommodation includes two bedrooms, a lounge, modern kitchen & 


Manorhouse Close, Walsall, WS1 


Cope Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 140,000 


£ 95,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>AN ATTRACTIVE CONTEMPORARY STYLE 
3 BED MID TOWN HOUSE WITH ACCOMMODATION NEATLY 
ARRANGED OVER THREE FLOORS WHILST BENEFITING FROM NO 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>AN ATTRACTIVE DOUBLE FRONTED TERRACE 
RESIDENCE comprising three bedrooms, two reception rooms, first floor 
bathroom, kitchen & enclosed rear garden. VIEWING IS ADVISED TO 


Vicar Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 109,950 



St David Drive, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 150,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYD/b>A TRADITIONAL END TERRACE RESIDENCE 
WITH ACCOMMODATION ARRANGED OVER THREE FLOORS 
& BEING OFFERED WITH NO ONGOING CHAIN - The property 


□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>CONTEMPORARY & SMARTLY PRESENTED - A 
modern end town house arranged over three floors featuring a master 
bedroom with en-suite, two further bedrooms, lounge incorporating 


Richard Wattis Drive 


£ 140,000 



A MODERN & WELL PRESENTED TOWN HOUSE WITH SPACIOUS 
FAMILY ACCOMMODATION ARRANGED OVER THREE FLOORS - The 
property features three good size bedrooms (en-suite to master), a versatile 



Lower High Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 75,000 


□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>A WELL MAINTAINED GROUND FLOOR 
MAISONETTE OFFERING ACCOMMODATION SITUATED IN CLOSE 
PROXIMITY TO WEDNESBURY CENTRE - The property comprises one 



Collins Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 135,000 


□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>AN EXTENDED & WELL PRESENTED 
TRADITIONAL SEMI DETACHED HOME OFFERING SPACIOUS FAMILY 
ACCOMMODATION WITHIN AN EVER SOUGHT AFTER LOCATION 


Charlotte Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 118,750 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>AN EXTENDED END TERRACE RESIDENCE 
BEING OFFERED WITH NO ONGOING CHAIN. Accommodation 
features three bedrooms, a lounge, dining room, kitchen, family 


01902 505 3533 wednesbury@pauldubberley.co.uk 
97 Walsall Street, wednesbury WS10 9BY 
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pauldubberleyco.uk 


GREAT BRIDGE 
WEST BROMWICH 


Charlemont Crescent, West Bromwich, 

B71 £210,000 



A three bedroom traditional style semi-detached house briefly comprising 
of an enatrance hallway, two reception rooms, extended kitchen, upstairs 
family bathroom, gas central heating (where specified), double glazing 


Andrew Road, West Bromwich, B71 

£169,000 



An opportunity to acquire a 4 bedroom semi detached dormer bungalow 
located in the Bustleholme Mill area of West Bromwich which benefits from 
double glazing , gas central heating, off road, parking and a single garage 


The Broadway, West Bromwich, B71 

£139,950 



A three bedroom semi-detached property briefly comprising of an 
entrance hallway, two reception rooms, kitchen, conservatory, upstairs 
family bathroom, central heating (where specified), double glazing (where 


Summerlee Road, Birmingham, B24 

£130,000 



A three bedroom semi detached house being sold with NO UPWARD 
CHAIN and briefly comprising of a porch, lounge, kitchen, hallway, 
downstairs bathroom, central heating (where specified), double glazing 


Ash Drive 


£130,000 



An opportunity to acquire a well proportioned 3 bedroom semi detached 
house located in a cul-de-sac that is within easy reach of local amenities, 
schools, road and rail routes and West Bromwich Town Centre. The 


Sandwell Road, West Bromwich, B70 

£125,000 



A two bedroom end of terrace property with further loft space (currently 
used as bedroom three) and briefly comprising of two reception rooms, 
kitchen, lobby, downstairs bathroom, gas central heating (where specified), 


Harvills Hawthorn, West Bromwich, 

B70 £120,000 



A three bedroom mid terraced house briefly comprising of a shared 
porch, entrance hallway, two reception rooms, kitchen and a downstairs 
bathroom. The property also benefits from UPVC double glazing, gardens 


Arthur Street, West Bromwich, B70 

£ 110,000 



A two bedroom end terrace property briefly comprising of a porch, lounge, 
kitchen/diner, upstairs family bathroom, separate WC, gas central heating 
(where specified), UPVC double glazing (where specified), front and rear 


Essex Avenue 



A two bedroom mid terraced house briefly comprising a porch, entrance 
hallway, lounge, kitchen and a downstairs WC. The property also benefits 
from an upstairs family bathroom, gas central heating (where specified), 


Grafton Road, West Bromwich, B71 

£74,950 



An investment opportunity to acquire a spacious one bedroom first floor 
apartment located in a popular development of similar properties within 
walking distance of Sandwell Hospital, West Bromwich Town Centre and 


Wednesbury Oak Road, Tipton, DY4 

£114,995 



Spacious Middle Terrace making an Ideal Family Home. Perfect for a first 
time buyer, whilst having the benefit of Upvc Double Glazing and Gas 
Central Heating. Reception hall, Lounge, Fitted Kitchen, 3 Bedrooms, 


Haden Road, TIPTON, DY4 

£225,000 



Superb Detached Dormer Bungalow On A Most Sought After Location. 
Ideal Family Home which must be viewed having the benefit of Upvc 
Double Glazing, gas central Heating and Spacious Family Accommodation 


Cory Croft, Tipton, DY4 

£295,000 



Large Detached 4 Bedroom Family Home Situated On A Most Sought After 
Development. Having the benefit of Upvc Double Glazing, Gas Central 
Heating, Quiet Cul De Sac Location and Viewing Recommended 


Oval Road, Tipton, DY4 

£93,950 



Semi Detached Family Home Offering Good Size Accommodation. In 
need of attention / Repair with tremendous scope for improvement, whilst 
briefly comprising, 3 bedrooms 


Hall Lane, Tipton, DY4 

£92,950 



Superbly Presented Semi Detached offering the benefit of upvc double 
glazing and gas central heating. Ideal first time purchase whilst the GOOD 
SIZE ACCOMMODATION for which viewing is recommended 


Hartland Road, Tipton, DY4 

£245,000 



Impressive EXTENDED Family Detached Home Located In One Of The 
Most SOUGHT AFTER AREAS. Having The Benefit of Upvc Double 
Glazing, Gas Central Heating, Much Improved 4 bedrooms. 


Eagle Lane, Tipton, DY4 

£79,950 



Mills Walk, Tipton, DY4 

£ 112,000 



Gough Drive, Tipton, DY4 

£99,995 



Newhall Street, Tipton, DY4 

£117,500 



Modern FIRST FLOOR apartment offering the benefit of upvc double 
glazing, electric heating and well presented good size accommodation. 2 
bedrooms 


End Terrace situated on an excellent corner plot offering scope for 
extensions (STP). Having the benefit of upvc double glazing, blow air 
central heating and making a good family home. 3 bedrooms 


Modern Purpose Built Luxury First Floor Apartment offering the benefit 
of upvc double glazing, electric heating and security entrance doors. 2 
Bedrooms • En Suite 


Superbly Presented Semi Detached Family Home having the benefit of 
upvc double glazing and gas central heating. 3 bedrooms 


0121 525 2111 westbrom@pauldubberley.co.uk 
290- 292 High Street, West Bromwich B70 8EN 


0121 522 3733 tipton@pauldubberley.co.uk 
73 Great Bridge, Tipton, West Midlands DY4 7HF 
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"humberstones 


Bearwood: 0121 434 4345 
Quinton: 0121 422 1188 

www.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 


homes Sales & Lettings 

A FRIENDLY HANDS-ON APPROACH DEDICATED TO SELLING YOUR HOME 



Introducing Bemood’s Most Experienced Agents 


OUR PROMINENT HIGH STREET, BEARWOOD BRANCH. 


18 MONTHS AGO 

HUMBERSTONES 
HOMES TOOK 
OVER THE OLD 
TAYLORS BRANCH 

ON BEARWOOD 
HIGH STREET 


INTRODUCING 

Bearwood’s most experienced 
estate agency pairing Ian 
Kendrick (formally of Taylors 
Bearwood) having 21 years 
experience and Sue Weaver 
(formally of Derek Spires Estate 
Agents) having 28 years 
experience in the local area 



EXTENDED and improved 4 BEDROOM semi with EN-SUITE to MASTER bedroom, RE-FITTED bath¬ 
room, Sitting room, SEPARATE 18ft lounge, conservatory,! 4ft kitchen, GARAGE and PLEASANT 
rear garden, gch & dg. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC the. 



3 bed DETACHED situated in CUL-DE-SAC position, with 13ft lounge, SEPARATE dining room, 
FITTED kitchen, CONSERVATORY, shower room, drive, GARAGE and PLEASANT rear garden. GCH & 
DG. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC rating: D. 



SUPERB 2 bed mid terrace, with lounge and SEPARATE dining room, RE-FITTED kitchen and 
RE-FITTED bathroom, GOOD SIZED rear garden, 2 DOUBLE bedrooms, CONVENIENT location, gch 
& dg, MUST BE VIEWED. EPC the. 


£239,950 


BEARWOOD 


£179,950 


£127,950 




NO CHAIN, EXTENDED & MODERNISED 
throughoutto a HIGH STANDARD - 5 DOUBLE 
bed home - 4 REFITTED bath/shower rooms. 

15ft REFITTED breakfast kitenen LARGE garden 
to rear. GCH, UPVC DG EPC:E 


kvnnj ;i i >icj ti i iu mmi \imm 

SUPERB detached home on CORNER plot 
position with NO CHAIN. 2 reception rooms, 
d/s WC& CONSERVATORY to rear. REFITTED 
breakfast kitchen & REFITTED utility room. 
Master bedroom having REFITTED en-suite. 

2 further bedrooms & REFITTED bathroom. 
LARGE rear garden. EPC rating: D 



SPACIOUS 3 bedroomed semi detached, CON¬ 
VENIENT position, with DELIGHTFUL, LARGE 
rear garden, lounge and SEPARATE dinging 
room, RE-FITTED shower room, ATTRACTIVE 
kitchen, OFF ROAD PARKING, side CARPORT. 
MUST BE VIEWED. EPC C. 



WELL PRESENTED, 3 bed intermediate 
terraced home in POPULAR neighbourhood, 
CONVENIENT for WARLEY WOODS, having 
DELIGHTUL 15ft lounge, FITTED 13ft breakfast 
kitchen, PLEASANT rear garden, MUST BE 
VIEWED. EPC D. 



DELIGHTFUL, spacious 3 BED mid terrace with 
PLEASANT, GOOD SIZED rear garden, 2 RE¬ 
CEPTION rooms, SUPER RE-FITTED downstairs 
bathroom, ATTRACTIVE kitchen, OFF ROAD 
PARKING, gch & dg. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC E. 



bedrooms. Terraced home CONVENIENTLY 
SITUATED, offering SPACIOUS 27ft though 
lounge/dining area, RE-FITTED kitchen, 
ATTRACTIVE bathroom, PLEASANT garden. Gas 
central heating & double glazing fitted. MUST 
BE VIEWED. EPC the. 


BEARWOOD 


£374,950 


QUINTON 


£250,000 


BEARWOOD 


£158,950 


BEARWOOD 


£145,000 


BEARWOOD 


£125,000 


BEARWOOD 


Jr* Property 
_ Ombudsman 


A LICENCED MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ESTATE AGENTS 


NAEA 



















































Aeriels 

J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £55-SATELLITE£65 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 

Builders 


HUNTER BUILD# 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 
‘Fascia and Soffits‘Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

077525066951 01215507203 



BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 

Any building work undertaken: 
Bathrooms / kitchens / Plumbing / Extensions 
Plastering / Tiling / Roofing 

Call Jeevan for a FREE quote 
07445807184 


Carpentry 


CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS' 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 
•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 07810 122133 



Plastering 


C.A- Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
■ partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 



CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


Decorating 


Co our lone 


Interior & exterior painting g » 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 4345679 07507070786 


fjamunu - 

•r\k 



LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


Electricians 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MDB Electrical 
Services 

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken 
To BS7671 -17th 
Edition - Domestic, 
Commercial,Industrial & 
Repairs. Free Estimate 
No Obligation 
No Job To Small 
Call: Mat 07572532097 
Office: 0121 5564600 
mdbelectricalservicesuk 
@gmail.com 

Emergency Callout Service Available 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company EPP31221 


MB J electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: 


mbelectric. co.ukM 



Fencing 


T&D FENCING 


I LOW PRICES! 



Flooring 



Garage Doors 



L M S 

GARAGE DOOR; 

All types of doo^s 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairjl I 

For a free survey a| 
quote call 

0121 559 045:f 
07592 I 18707 


Gardening 

ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Locksmiths 


JtickRite 

Local Locksmith & Security Services 

V Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks 


and daughter 
business 


V Emergency lock & door opening 

V uPVC specialist 

V Key Cutting on site 

V British Standard insurance 
approved locks used- Bs3621 

V Double Glazing Unit Repairs 


24 


NO CALI 
OUT 

CHARGE 


ist major credit & 


CALL NOW 01902 582028 


Plumbing 


H O U S E H O L 

P L U M B I N C 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

L Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk 
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Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


\ll Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 




IJL 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


RVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
'vice and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 



Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


irr iTTTTir«ft7ig j 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPO GAS I 

Free Quotation / 

07961 140885 M 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


isn&i 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich _ 


J 


V, 


Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www. holtornamentaliwnwork.co. uk 



ROB’S 

RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs 

NO PROBLEM 

We load, 

No Skips 
Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 


0121 500 6033 





Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Tom Corbett Roofin g Services 




Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate S. Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Flip 8. Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 

ELIiTE»rE aS,t7 cS_ 

•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www. el iteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



A1 Little Job Man 0 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) EES 

= Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes f" - 

• All Building Work Undertaken 1 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


Skip Hire 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVIINI/MIDI, 
SKIPS 


fOI 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 



DATING 


Evprras A Star 


Here’s how to use your dating service ., 


your advert call: 

0844^382^5936 

get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


To Reply to members 
call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 


your ad by text 

followed by your first name, date 

__ id your advert (max 155 characters) 

d to FREE Standard Network rates apply. 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. 


love it! 

■T* 

To Reply 


by text: 

iDates in YOUR region 

Text... REPLY26 (leave space) box number (leave 
space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 Successfully received mes¬ 
sages cost £1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 
characters). You must exchange 7 messages each 
before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 

Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Single Women 



SANDRA, smart, sophisticated lady 
young looking 60s, genuine and 
kind seeks gent with GSOH, looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:424671 $ 

HI Gents, I’m Kelly, a down to earth 
lady, 35yrs, shapely brunette, 
seeking someone with GSOH, looks 
unimportant, any age. ACA, I 
promise! Tel: 0906 515 3027 Box 
423035 

HELEN, mid 50’s naughty lady 
seeks some fun times with gent any 
age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424493 | 

NAUGHTY curvy 46yr old lady, 
outgoing and bubbly with a naughty 
side and lots of banter, WLTM chap 
30+. If you are married even better. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3015 Box 
424543 

MARY, professional mature lady, 
loves life, very sociable and fun, 
seeks gent for good conversation 
and happy times. All calls and texts 
answered. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424775 $ 

SARAH, 39yrs, married, seeking 
chap for no strings intimate times. 
Special friendship, mutual respect. 
Give me a call. Tel: 0906 515 3031 
Box 408291 

EILEEN mid 60s seeks gent 50s- 
60s for friendship, possibly much 
more. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:425341 $ 

TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box 422365 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, any 
area, for discreet daytime fun. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418117 

WANTED gent 50-76 for cosy nights 
in, good times, call or text me, you 
won’t be sorry. I’m attractive and 
have lots to offer. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425339 ® 

MELINDA, 52yrs, attractive and 
broad minded seeking chap any age 
for some fun. Couples also. Text 
only Mailbox: 4131946 i) 
KATHERINE, 28, tall, slim, darlq 

blue eyed female with many inter¬ 
ests, OHAC, WLTM interesting male 
for dates, and more. Single dad wel¬ 
come. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425287® 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated 
brunette seeks no strings mutual 
pleasure with gent 40+ Must be 
discreet, married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
TRACY, 41, outgoing sun worshiper, 
OHAC, employed, looking for her 
Prince Charming to enjoy romantic 
holidays and good times together. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425257 | 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded 
seeks chap any age for discreet no 
strings fun, any age, no time wasters 
ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

SHARON 36yr old single mum look¬ 
ing for loving guy who will appreci¬ 
ate me and help repair my broken 
heart. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425283 ® 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, any 
area, all calls answered. Tel: 0906 
515 3019 Box: 413399 
SHELLEY siim N/S 40'slemalewho 

likes the simple things in life so no 
big gestures required, seeking loyal 
loving male for hopeful LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 425253 ® 
EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and broadminded 
seeks gent any age for no strings 
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3023 Box 
421375 


THAI female 39, very beautiful, 
petite and self sufficient, loves cook¬ 
ing and home making, looking for 
caring, kind man/single dad. Please 
call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425191 ® 

PROFESSIONAL lady, mid 60s, 
interests include gardening, theatre, 
walking, days out and travelling, ani¬ 
mal lover, looking for a professional 
gentleman, kind and caring, intellec¬ 
tual and outgoing, with gosh, for 
friendship possibly more, in the 
Stafford area. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424569 
SARAH, mature feminine lady, kind 
caring but still has a sensual side, 
hoping to meet like minded, confi¬ 
dent, non smoking gent with GSOH, 
looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424777 ® 

JEAN, mature lady, genuine with 
many hobbies, slim, blonde and 
attractive. WLTM interesting gent 
with GSOH, must be cheerful, looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424675 ® 

SUE, 60s lady, calling all gents who 
seek a mature solvent stylish lady, I 
can wine and dine you, you will have 
a nice time, call or text me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424781 ® 
LOUISE, 29, curvy red haired 
female, been hurt in the past seeks 
male to buy her flowers and mend 
her broken heart. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425041 || 

KAREN, 47, an attractive blue-eyed 
redhead, curvy size 16, likes films, 
football, pubs, reading, seeking like- 
minded male for nights in/out, hope¬ 
fully more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425057® 

JULIE attractive 35yr old female 
with a great body, looking for no 
strings attached evening meets. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4250371 

MARY, passionate honest slim blue¬ 
eyed blonde, 39yrs, likes nights 
in/out, looking for affectionate male, 
any age to spend adult fun times. 
Interested? call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425009 ! 
JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady who 
is lots of fun seeks like-minded gent 
for nights in, days out and much 
much more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:424491 | 

LINDA, 48yrs attractive brunette 
seeks gent for laughter, wining din¬ 
ing. Age unimportant. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 425337® 
JOSIE, sexy black lady, 52yrs seeks 
adult times with concerning gent, any 
age, discreet clean, womanly figure. 
Text only Mailbox: 4028592 ® 
AMANDA, slim blonde, 50s seeks 
discreet gent for special times, 
mutually beneficial to us both. Call 
now. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425327® 

ANNABELLE, sophisticated 28yrs 
hoping to meet older gent for adult 
fun, discreet, sincere, genuine 
advertiser. Text only Mailbox: 
4157105 (| 

LOVING lady, romantic and tactile 
seeks like-minded gent for special 
times, lets make each other feel 
special. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425325 ® 

ATTRACTIVE Caribbean lady 
59yrs, very jolly and fun seeking 
gent any age who must love good 
times. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425323 ® 

ANDREA, 43, slim with long dark 
hair, blue eyes, loves to dance 
seeks romantic man to share inti¬ 
mate moments in or out. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 425221 || 
CAROL, mid 50s lady, young at 
heart, attractive and sexy (so I’m 
told)! Give me a call if you are a gent 
with GSOH. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424783 ® 

THELMA, 59, slim, petite and Afro 
Caribbean, GSOH, trustworthy, hon¬ 
est and very caring, leave me your 
details if that sounds good to you! 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425195|| 


SARAH, young looking curvy 41 yr 
old female, bored with everyday rou¬ 
tines, WLTM up for some fun dis¬ 
creet and extremely broadminded 
younger male. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4248271| 

DEBBIE, 50, petite blonde looking 
for some fun and adventure with 
similar fun loving mature male. 
Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424799 ® 

CALL or text me, I’m Claire, single, 
41yrs loves life to the full, hoping 
you will contact me if you want a 
genuine fun time. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424779 ! 

JANE 40's, blonde blue-eyed petite 

build, WLTM understanding discreet 
tall, caring man for daytime meets. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424769 ! 

DONNA, 42,' bright bubbly blue 

eyed blonde looking for someone to 
enjoy life and love to the full with. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424873 ® 

SUE, attractive genuine lady, own 
home, loves to spoil a man, give me 
a call or text. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424673 ® 

RETIRED happy, caring, attractive 
female, likes gardening, travel, ani¬ 
mals, comedy, seeks tall, funny, kind 
chap, Shropshire. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:411459 
SUZANNA, 45, lonely beautiful 
classy French lady looking for happy 
decent reliable very sexy man for 
lots of TLC and good times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424847 ® 

Single Men 

MALE 63, widower, Irish, GSOH, 
tall, independent, seeks special 

lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409243 

MALE 65, GSOH, seeks female for 
friendship and companionship. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418389 

TOM, 32, slim, attractive, own 
home, likes to eat out and in, WLTM 
honest, kind girl for tender, loving 
care and fun times. No timewasters 
please. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:424929® 

JAY, attractive, 6ft2, single father, 
loves a laugh and a giggle, looking 
for a lady for evenings out, company 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424303 ! 

CHRIS, 49yrs honest gent seeks 
lady 45-55 for socialising, friendship, 
maybe leading to romance. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 425345 ® 
PETER, sincere solvent gent 70s 
seeks lady to wine dine, foreign trav¬ 
el, all expenses paid. I would love a 
traveling companion. Genuine 
advertiser. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425343 ® 

IAN, 5ft8, medium build, OHAC, late 
50s, likes most things, holidays, 
gardening, motorbikes, WLTM similar 
aged lady, 50-60, with nice 
personality. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421345 

MATURE male, 70s, tall, retired, 
recovering alcoholic, WLTM some¬ 
one understanding, maybe in the 
same situation for friendship and 
mutual support. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425263 
YOUNG looking 63 year old male, 
GSOH, friendly, considerate, attrac¬ 
tive, looking for a naughty female, 
any age/status, for adult fun and 
friendship. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425243 ! 

IRISH gent, 66, GSOH, n/s, wishes 
to meet lady, North Birmingham 
area, for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425269 ® 
JAMES, 59, 5ft11, average build, 
WLTM a Christian lady, 60-70, for 
companionship. Hope to hear from 
you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:4252271 

IRISH male, 62, 5ft 9ins, GSOH, 
independent, seeks genuine female 
for friendship initially. Birmingham 
area. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:403623 


DAVE, 54, 5ft10, medium build, 
easy going, happy, looking for an 
attractive, loving and caring female, 
45-65, for friendship and relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:423073 ® 

YOUNG 70 widower, fit, lonely, 5ft 
11 ins, list, likes drives, walks, DIY, 
meals out, gardening, smoker, look¬ 
ing for lady to spend life with. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4246871| 

BIG is beautiful is larger is lovelier, 
Steve 58, seeking broadminded, 
adventurous BBW for fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412031 

MALE, 64, single, n/s, likes music, 
films, driving, nights in, dining out, 
trips, WLTM lady, 50-70, looks unim¬ 
portant, for friendship and relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:424927® 

CARING male, 55, N/S, medium 
build, likes meals out, music, cine¬ 
ma, sports, driving, seeks female, 
40-60 for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 239148 
HONEST male/ 60s, N/S, GSOH, 

car owner, seeks female, 55-70 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416817 
MALE, 63, caring, easygoing, N/S 
seeks female 50-70 for friendship 
and romance. Looks unimportant. 
Likes occasional drink, eating in/out, 
cinema and driving. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 418893 
ANY mature women over 60 seek¬ 
ing adult fun - this attractive male 58 
will cater for your needs, any size or 
status. Text only. Mailbox: 
5410860 I 

IAN, GSOH, 60, looking for some¬ 
body to go out with and have a good 
time, a good laugh, maybe things 
will move on, I’m young at heart so 
looking for younger female if possi¬ 
ble, NSA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424357® 

MALE, 59, 5ft2, dark hair, looking 
for a lady, 50-60, to share the good 
things in life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:424759 

WIDOWER, 60s, GSOH, n/s, likes 
places of interest, country walks, 
cats and dogs, music, theatre and 
cinema, still looking for a lady, 
around 55-65, for companionship, 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:424709 

ATTRACTIVE, tall, dark, profession¬ 
al male, 50, GSOH, easygoing, 
enjoys sport, socialising, good com¬ 
pany, looking to meet attractive 
female for fun, adventure and take 
things from there. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424563 
MATURE male, 50, medium-build, 
varied interests, seeks true Christian 
female, 35-45, who enjoys evenings 
in and dining out, for friendship or 
possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 
MALCOLM, 60 something gent, 
own hair and teeth, GSOH, genuine 
and Kind WLTM sincere lady to wine 
and dine. Please call. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425335 ® 
PROFESSIONAL gent, 44yrs, tall, 
attractive and genuine. Seeks gen¬ 
uine feminine lady for genuine 
romance. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425333 ® 

PIERS, 56yrs, romantic gent WLTM 
lady to wine, dine, spoil. I’m kind, 
caring, generous pis call me. Single 
mums welcome. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425331 ® 
GENUINE gentleman, family mind¬ 
ed, kind, generous seeks lady 55-75 
for wining, dining and wine and 
laughter. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425329® 

WIDOWER, 60s, honest, trustwor¬ 
thy, GSOH, likes country walks, 
shows, nights in, restaurants etc, 
WLTM a partner to share interests. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425157 

LONELY male seeks partner for 
company and maybe LTR. GSOH 
and very caring. Copd sufferer but 
still likes to enjoy life. Text only. 
Mailbox: 4310699® 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


MIKE 49, slim, young looks, seeks 
female, 35-50 for friendship and 
going out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 356651 



http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 02/01/17 































































































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


1 Family 




Leisure Time 


a 

a 

m 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


Jobs 


8 Motoring 


Local Information 


10 Personals 


FreeAds 



Place a paid for advert 


By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 


Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


In person 


At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour sen/ice 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Dignity- 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 



We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


SEMI ACCOUSTIC guitar L and G, 
original cost £550. Any offers 
acceptable. 0121 557 6211. 


HILL BILLY electric golf trolley, 
battery and charger, full set clubs 
and bag. £95. 07§70 872717. 



caravan parks 


LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24,995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DS T: 0121 552 1170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 



clairvoyance 


Appointments, Home visits & Teli 
phone readings 01902 334 224 


Home & 
Services 



FURNITURE NOT SOLD why not 

donate it to care for patients at 
Katharine House Hospice. Call us 
now on 01785 760715 


A BIG SALE NOW ON Gas and elec¬ 
tric cookers, fires, autos, fridge 
freezers, tumble dryers, built in 
ovens, hobs and lots more. 01902 
403770 Past and Present 24-26 
Church St, Bilston (opp town hall). 


I Ah 


BLOXWICH 




Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

Freephone 0500 506041 or 
01922 712184 


1 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
•ALL SILVER* All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, up to £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925/ 07947 627142. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 
HELPED 
ME... 


I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract 

Sfeve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS 
RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


naremgg 
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alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


blinds 


MADE-TO-MEASURE 

BLINDS SALE 

"50S 


MEASURING & FITTING INCLUDED 


BLINDS I CURTAINS I SHUTTERS I CARPETS 


HILLARYS 



bathrooms 



BATHROOM DESIGN. All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms. 07850 382548. 

JR Bathrooms Over 20 years expe¬ 
rience in bathrooms ana plastering. 
07392 379741 / 01543 529648. 


building services 


ADE 


DAMP 
PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, all <lV 
building & alteration work 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 
RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


carpentry & 
Y_ joinery 


B&S Joinery 


Six internal pre-primed doors fully fitted 
from £350. External, Upvc, and fire doors. 
All aspects of carpentry undertaken. 

Family run 30 years experience 
07958 552625, 0121 5322672 


& S JOINERY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £350. 
07958 552625, 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 


carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


cleaning 


Sparkle Clear# 

Cleaning, Painting & Handyman Services 

A standard of Excellence 
Office or Household cleaning 
Discounted rates for regular customers 

FREE Enquiries & quotes call 


07818 238893 crbci 


damp proof 
control 


JUST DAMP PROOFING All areas 
covered. Rising damp, penetration 
damp. Call Mark on 07903 029768. 


gardening 
v services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 

. > ^ patios,fencing, block-paving etc. 

www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898710 / 07973177 976 


J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/ 01922 449268. 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL 

advisor call 0800 916 6563 or visit hiLLarys.co.uk 

*Ts & Cs apply 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


fencing 


Classifiedlids 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 

• PORTWfiy 
FENCING 


CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


r° R T^ 


SPECIAL OFFER 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon _ 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury ^ 


www.portwayfencing. 


handyman 

services 


FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


DAVIES INSTALLATIONS Building 
work, plumbing, decking, suppjy & 
fit kitchens and bathrooms. Call: 
07793 747829 / 01543 300444. 

HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


house clearances 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


c 


kitchen fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


lock services 


painters 

decorators 


rj 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 

C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 

LADY DECORATOR, full house or 
one wall - to customer requirments. 
For a quote call 07522 643706. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


c 


plastering 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.MarkorSara: 07741 7/0897 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


plumbing & | 

. heating _| 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 


A.A HEATING & PLUMBING. All 

gas work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms: 01922 660410 

GAS CENTRAL HEATING Central 
heating and Boiler changes. Gas 
Safe, Free Quotes: 07497 826697. 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, January 5, 2017 






















































































































































































































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, January 5, 2017 


48 


ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


plumbers 


LAURIE KENNEDY domestic 
plumbing, no job too small, fully 
insured, contact me 07901 345884. 




removals 


] 


A & MCHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

FURNITURE REMOVALS We beat 
any quote, full or part loads, all 
areas. Call Keith on 07867 862227. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


skip hire 


ClassifiedAds 


IY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


GRINSELLS 
SKIP HIRE 



Thanks to our 
Classified advertising 
in the Express & Star 
we are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us! 


Grinsells Skip Hire. 



www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



STORAGE UNIT 
TO LET 

800 Sq Ft 
Burntwood area. 

Ring Michael Bailey, 
07538 867585- 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 
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Property 



NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


properties wanted 


ClassifiedAds 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


We have been advertising in the Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which our advertising generates. 

Black Country Homes 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL Broughttoyou by 

01902 319 191 Express & Star 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 
HELPED 
ME... 

I am really pleased with the response 
I get from my Classified Advertising!” 
Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 



FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 


Brought to you by 

Express & Star 


Jobs 


ADR COURSES WITH CRH 

Now back in the Black Country. 
From W/C 26th Sept 0121 3231777 


DENTAL NURSES required, GDC 
registered. * Flexible hours F/T, 
P/T available - 7 days per week 
(8am - 11pm)* Wage 12K - 20 k - 
negotiable, overtime & bonuses. * 
Immediate starts. Email CV to 
info@scottarmsdentalpractice.com 


ence plus 1 



EXCELLENT WEST Bromwich 
Cleaner, trustworthy, reliable, hard¬ 
working, key holder, seeks extra 
, Anything considered. 07940 
after 3pm. 


full time - general 


1000s OF JOBS AT 
YOUR FINGER TIPS 

Register your CV today, visit: 




FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

JANUARY SPECIAL OFFER 

Book a January recruitment package and get a 
second package at half price within 6 months 


Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 
or email tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 




*All prices are subject to VAT 



HANDYPERSON - for nursing home 
in Cradley Heath. Maintenance 
work. Call 07930 470620. 
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Motoring 





CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 


9' 

Local 

Information 


OCELOT CM T« 

BMW 520D SE 

2010,139,000 miles, Grey, 
abs, electric windows, 

air bag, electric mirrors, air 
con, 

alarm, MoT 5 door. 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


£7,800 ono 


07833 334999. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BARGAIN 


FORD KA 

05 reg, 12 months MoT, s/h, 
c/I, 73,000 miles, very good 
condition. 

Ideal first car. 

£550. 

07976 293994. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 



Personals 

L 
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Artels 


la* tm 


t wx* a* 

Sit* 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 
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FIND YOUR NEW VAUXHALL. 


From the OnStar personal assistant and IntelliLink infotainment technology to sporty bodywork and spacious interiors, 
the Corsa range offers a stylishly small car that's well worth a look. With up to 22% off* selected models across the 
Vauxhall range, it's the perfect New Year treat to yourself. Visit us between 27th Dec 2016 - 16th Jan 2017 and find your tag. 


AMAZING OFFERS ON ADAM I CORSA I MOKKA X I ASTRA I ZAFIRA TOURER 


Sandwell Garages 
0121 553 7693 

www.sandwellvauxhall.com 


Spon Lane 
West Midlands 
B70 6AR 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 
12.7 (22.3) - 83.1 (3.4), Extra-urban: 23.3 (12.1) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 17.9 (15.8) - 91.1 (3.1). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 82g/km. # 

*Participating Retailers only. Offer available on selected stock only for a limited period. Selected Corsa Limited Edition models attract a 22% discount off RRP. Vehicles must be registered by 31 January 2017. Offer not available in conjunction with any other offers, with the exception of Vauxhall Partners discount. Offer applies to 
private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 units. All other customers are excluded. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/bonustageventorcontactyourlocalRetailerfordetails. OnStar Services require activation and account with OnStar Europe Ltd. Charges apply after applicable trial period. All services subject to 
mobile network coverage and availability. #Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical 
factors. General Motors UK Limited t/a Vauxhall Motors reserves the right to change, amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. Correct at time of going to press. 
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MOTORING 



There’s a full bodystyling kit and sports suspension 


Mid-life makeover does 
the business for Kuga 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 


SALE NOW ON! 

ALL CARS REDUCED 

COME AND SEE OUR 
NEW SHOWROOM 
IT’S 98% COMPLETE! 


NOW ONLY! 

14/14 INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTi SRi VX Line Eco S White, 25,515 miles. ESOLD 12/62 

15/65 ASTRA 1.4 SRi 5-dr Red, 17,199 miles. £8495 13/13 

14/14 CORSA1.6 VXR NURBURGRING EDi 3-dr. White, 25,122 miles. £11,495 14/63 

15/64 VAUXHALL CASCADA 2.0 SE CDTi S/S Gold, 24,584 miles. £13,495 11/61 

13/63 CORSA 1.2 LTD EDITION 3-dr. Yellow, 27,152 miles. £5995 13/63 

15/64 EX DEMO CORS 3-dr. HAT 1.0 STING ECO, Carbon Flash, 14/64 

14,602 miles. £6495 12/12 

07/57 KIA SORENTO 2.5 XS 5-dr. Silver, 484,60 miles. £6995 13/13 

15/65 INSIGNIA 1.6 CDTi 136 SRi VX LINC NA White, 5162 miles. £15,495 14/64 

05/65 CITROEN C31.4 DESIRE 5-dr. Blue, 33,891 miles. £2250 13/63 

14/14 MOKKA HAT 5-DR 1.6115PS SE START+ST Blue 21,792 miles. £10,995 13/13 

15/15 MOKKA HAT 1.6115PS EXCLUSIV ST 5-dr. Silver, 10,466 miles. £11,995 13/63 

13/13 CORSA ENERGY 1.2 A/C, 3-dr. Carbon Flash, 13,991 miles. £5750 15/65 

14/14 IBIZA 5-dr. HAT 1.4 85ps Toca, White, 21,643 miles. £6995 12/62 

14/14 CORSA 1.2 EXCITE AC, 3-dr. Carbon Flash, 14,365. £5995 14/14 

12/62 ASTRA 1.6 SE Auto, 5-dr. Silver, 25,891 miles. £7995 13/13 

11/61 CORSA 1.2 EXCITE AC 3-dr. Chilli 0,31,076 miles. £4850 10/59 

13/13 INSIGNIA EXCLUSIV 1.9 CDTi 5-dr. Very Berry, 19,588 miles. £8995 10/10 

14/63 FIAT 500 COLOUR THERAPY 1.2 3-door. Blue, 7988 miles. £6295 14/63 

10/60 FIAT 500 POP 1.2 3-door. Blue, 34,688 miles. ESOLD 12/62 

12/12 FORD ZETEC1.3 TDCi 5-door. White. £6495 08/08 

13/13 CASCADA ELITE 1.4 S/S Convertible, Grey, 26,303 miles. £11,995 16/66 

16/16 CORSA 1.4 SE ECOFLEX 5-dr. Red, 7790 miles. £9495 16/66 

15/64 MOKKA SE S/S 1.6 5-door. Satin, 12,381 miles. £12,495 16/66 

14/14 CORSA 1.6 VXR 5-dr. Blue, 12,750 miles. £11,995 16/66 

10/60 ASTRA 1.4 EXCLUSIVE 98 5-dr. Blue, 32,508 miles. £4995 10/09 

12/62 FIAT PUNT01.4 EASY 3-dr. Blue, 12,622 miles. £4795 12/12 

13/62 MOKKA HAT 1.6115PS EXCLUSIV ST 5-dr. Blue, 25,384 miles. £10,650 14/14 

11 /61 CORSA 1.4 EXCITE AC 3-dr. Brown, 9036 miles. £5795 13/63 

13/63 ZAFIRA1.6 TOURER T-L CDTi EF Silver, 27,400 miles. £11,495 14/64 

14/14 ANTARA5-dr.2.2 CDTi 16v EXCLUSIV FWD, Black, 18,114 miles ..£11,995 12/62 

08/58 ZAFIRA 1.8 DESIGN Silver, 67,943 miles. £4250 13/13 

13/13 HONDA JAZZ SLi VTEC 5-dr. Black, 32,200 miles. £7250 09/59 


NOW ONLY! 

ASTRA 1.7 CLUB ECOFLEX VAN Silver, 58,279 miles. £5995 

CORSA BLACK EDITION 1.4 3-dr. Carbon Flash, 33,223 miles. £6750 

MOKKA TECHLINE 1.4T S/S Olympic, 12,876 miles. £11,995 

CORSA EXCITE 1.3 CDTi A/C, 5-dr. Waterworld, 66,000 miles. £4,495 

FORD FIESTA 1.0 ZETEC S 3-dr. White, 32,868 miles. £8995 

ADAM 1.4 SIAM 3-dr. Black, 27,750 miles. £7995 

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC TDCi 70 5-dr. Blue, 34,535 miles. £6750 

CASCADA CVTBi 1.4 TURB0140 SE 2-dr. Red, 16,502 miles. £11,850 

EX DEMO CORSA HAT 1.4i WT ENERY 3-dr. Asteroid, 22,760 miles.. £6650 

DACIA DUSTER 1.6 ACCESS 4X2 5-dr. White, 47,920 miles. £6495 

EX DEMO ADAM HAT 1.2 70PS JAM Red N Roll, 8564 miles. £6250 

DACIA DUSTER 1.6 ACCESS 5-dr. Silver, 31,429 miles. £7250 

ZAFIRA 1.4 T TOURER EXCLUSIVE Grey, 11,057 miles. £13,495 

ASTRA ELITE 1.6 5-dr. Silver Lightning, 19,329 miles. £7995 

MERIVA1.4 ENERGY White, 19,589 miles. £7495 

ASTRA 2.0 VXR 3-dr. VXR, Red, 28,087 miles. £14,995 

CARENS 2.0S 5S ESTATE, BLUE, 38,892 miles. £3450 

ASTRA 1.6 DESIGN 5-dr. Silver, 37,317 miles. £4750 

SUZUKI SX4 SZ31.6 5-dr. White, 18,377 miles. £6495 

MG 6S GT Turbo, Blue, 21,743 miles. £5650 

SUZUKI GRANT VITARA1.6 WT Silver, 38,115 miles. £5850 

ADAM HAT 1.2 70PS JAM Red N Roll. 1 mile. £9495 

ADAM HAT 1.2 70PS JAM Red N Roll, 1 mile. £9995 

ADAM HAT 1.2 70PS JAM Red N Roll, 1 mile. £9495 

ASTRA 1.4 ENERGY 5-dr. Silver, 21,839 miles. £7995 

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 5-dr. Green, 50,891 miles. £4850 

CORSA 1.4 SRi 5-dr. Black, 53,526 miles. £5995 

MERIVA 1.4 TECH LINE Blue, 20,205. £7990 

CHEVROLET TRAX1.4 LT TURBO 5-dr. White, 8698 miles. £10,450 

AMPERA1.4 CVT ELECTRON 5-dr. Silver, 24,057 miles. £13,995 

HYUNDA1110 ACTIVE 1.2 5-dr. Silver, 23,383 miles. £4995 

MOKKA HAT 1.4140 TBO XDSIV 4X Silver, 37,071 miles. £10,750 

CORSA 1.4 DESIGN 16V TWINPORT 5-dr. Silver, 36,200 miles. £4650 


13/13 CITROEN Cl VTR+ 5-dr. Grey, 33,910 miles... 


.. £4850 14/14 SEAT IBIZA 1.4 TOCA 3-dr. Red, 23,897 miles.. 


£6995 


WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY i 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) Z 

01384 454100www.dudleymotorco.co.uk < 


By Laura Thomson 


Ford launched its popular Kuga back in 2008 and 
it saw success in the small SUV market. 

The second-generation Kuga made its debut in 
2013, The model has now been given a mid-life 
makeover, with exciting new technologies and styling. 

We tested the ST-Line Kuga, which costs £29,554 
on the road. This model sits second highest on the 
spec list, below the luxury Vignale trim. These trims 
are both available for the first time on the new Kuga. 

With a full bodystyling kit and sports suspension, 
the ST-Line is aimed at drivers wanting a sportier 
feel from their Kuga. Coupled with the 2.0-litre, 

178bhp TDCi engine, this is as close a performance- 
orientated SUV as Ford gets. 

The Kuga’s looks are bold and sporty, but it lacks 
the rugged appeal of other SUVs in its class, such as 
the Jeep Renegade. Immediately noticeable is the 
new, trapezoid grille, which is flanked by raked and 
intricate LED headlights and stylish new fog lights. 
Redesigned alloy rims also feature across the range, 
while two new colour options of Guard Grey and 
Copper Pulse are offered. 

The ST-Line benefits from 18-inch dark alloy wheels 
and a full body styling kit, which includes a lower 
centre silver skid plate and black-finish roof rails, 
headlight bezels, side wind vents and door frame 
mouldings. 

In the cabin, convenience is key, with an electronic 
parking brake replacing the previous, manual lever, 
and simplified, easily distinguishable buttons and 
switches introduced. 



There’s a hands-free liftgate as standard 

This convenience theme is seen elsewhere on 
the car, with a hands-free liftgate now coming as 
standard. Heated ST-Line sports seats offer multi-way 
adjustability, as does the steering wheel. 

In the Kuga, rear passengers are afforded 
comfortable, spacious seats, with more than 
adequate head, leg and hip room. The front, 
meanwhile, is neither uncomfortable nor cramped, 
and theaforementioned redesigned switches go a 
long way to simplify the dash. 

A Thatcham category 1 alarm comes as standard 
on all models, as does Ford’s Intelligent Protection 
System and a selection of airbags. 

We tested the Kuga in the extremes of the Arctic 
Circle, and while not its usual stomping ground, the 
car managed surprisingly well. Ice, both visible and 
black, proved no issue for Ford’s intuitive All-Wheel 
Drive system, which sent varying torque to each 
wheel to correct any skids. ABS kicked in under 
heavy braking on the slippery stuff, and succeeded in 
bringing the vehicle to a safe, controlled stop on more 
than one occasion. 

The sports suspension of the ST-Line gives the car 
a firm yet agile feel, and as such it dealt well with body 
roll. At motorway speeds, the Kuga was comfortable 
and the steering remained well weighted. Road and 
wind noise is present, because of the bulky front end. 
However, it is not loud enough to prove irritating. 

Ford’s new SYNC3 system is the upgrade the brand 
is shouting about, and it’s easy to see why. Housed 
on an aesthetically appealing centre console, the 
system is more responsive than the previous ‘2’ guise, 
and the eight-inch screen boasts more clarity, too. 
SYNC3 is compatible with both Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto, allowing extra connectivity to the car. 
The driver can control and adjust every aspect of the 
SYNC3 media system via voice commands. 

As standard, the ST-Line Kuga features Ford’s Active 
Park Assist and Park-Out Assist. These two systems 
help the driver to enter and leave a tight parking 
space. The former is designed to steer the vehicle into 
tight parallel or perpendicular spaces that are only 20 
per cent longer or wider than the car. 

The Kuga is a comfortable small SUV with a host 
of handy updates. The sporty ST-Line is impressive, 
with generous standard equipment, but expensive, 
at £29,554. If you want a capable all-rounder, you will 
find one in the cheaper Titanium, or even Zetec-trim. 












































































Billy Palmer, Dominic Price and Henry Hardwick celebrate success 


Training in the ‘progressive’ and ‘safe’ martial art 


Students go through warm up exercises at Erasmus Darwin Academy 




Sean Hardwick who runs the Cannock & Burntwood Taekwondo Club 


Martial arts club fighting 
fit for nearly 20 years 


CANNOCK & Burntwood Taekwondo 
Club is thriving at is nears 20 years in op¬ 
eration. The club, which operates from 
schools in Cannock and Burntwood, 
continues to provide a hub for training 
world-class athletes and beginners in 
the martial art. 

Master Sean Hardwick has been running 
the club since 1997, putting on sessions for 
children and adults of all abilities at Cannock 
Chase High School and Erasmus Darwin Acad¬ 
emy in Chasetown. 

Hardwick, who has trained in several disciplines for 
over 40 years, said: “Taekwondo is quite a progressive 
martial art, and it’s a safe art as well.” 

Earned 

“I run adult classes and then do classes for children 
as well, going from beginners to those who are going 
to a lot of competitions.” 

He added: “A lot of martial arts clubs are dying out 
in this day and age but I reckon there are around 150 
children I teach, and around 70 adults. 

“When I started out, all I wanted to do was teach 
adults but you get more enrichment from teaching 
the children - it’s really big for them and you get a 
massive boost from seeing them do well.” 

Now a sixth degree black belt, Hardwick got his 
first taste of martial arts when he took up judo. 

He earned the grade of seventh kyu and had a brief 
period practising karate before moving on to boxing 
- he stayed at Wolverhampton ABA, based at Willen- 
hall Road until 1984. 

A year prior to leaving ABA he got involved with 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Joe Edwards 


“You get more enrichment 
from teaching the children 

- it’s really big for them and 
you get a massive boost from 
seeing them do well.” 

taekwondo, and has never looked back. Judo was the 
first thing and it went through to taekwondo,” said 
Hardwick. “I started taekwondo in Cannock back in 
1983. 

“I started competing internationally and then took 
the club over. When I took over, there were 17 stu¬ 
dents. It is very, very popular now. 

“I am doing four lessons a night, four days a week 
and then it tends to be competitions over the week¬ 
end. 

“I like to spread four sessions over one night and 
get them all there and involved. I have some assistant 
instructors who help me out with it all as well.” 
Hardwick runs sessions on four nights every week 

- Mondays and Wednesdays at Erasmus Darwin 
Academy, Pool Road, and Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at Cannock Chase High, Hednesford Road. 

The nights are typically split into four different 
categories, with beginner classes for children running 
from 5.30 until 6.15pm. 

An advanced class for children will then go until 


7pm, with adults of a mixed ability then going 
through until 8pm. A session of extra sparring and 
training lasts until 8.30. 

The club had a group of students find success on 
the big stage over the summer, with Billy Palmer, 
Dominic Price and Henry Hardwick - Sean’s son - 
among those claiming medals at the TAGB World 
Championships. 

The competition was held at the Barclaycard Arena 
in Birmingham and there were 3,700 competitors 
from more than 40 countries. 

Palmer, aged 17, claimed gold medals in black belt 
middleweight sparring, individual and team. 

Price, 11, also managed golds in yellow belt middle¬ 
weight - both individual sparring - while Hardwick 
took silver in black belt heavyweight. 

Progress 

“Every single big tournament we have been at we 
have had world champions,” said Hardwick. “The 
three lads who did so well at the last one have all 
been with me since the age of five, so I have seen them 
progress and work to become the top-class athletes 
they are now. 

“Billy Palmer is 17 and we have got really high 
hopes for him. Of course, taekwondo is an Olympic 
sport so you could not rule it out - him being there 
one day. 

“The next big competition is the British Champion¬ 
ships at the Derby Velodrome and we have got plenty 
going down there and having a go.” 

Hardwick readily admits taekwondo is a huge part 
of his life and added: “My wife’s a black belt, my 
children have black belts - it is very much a family 
thing.” 

For more information on the club, visit www.taek- 
wondo.uk.net 



Club members during sparring at Cannock & Burntwood Taekwondo Club, Erasmus Darwin Academy 


Youngsters are put through their paces during the training sessions run by Sean Hardwick 
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Students still get a kick 
from martial arts school 
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£ 60 k a week 
on the table 
for Berahino 

BAGGIES boss Tony Pulis has urged 
Saido Berahino to sign his bumper new 
contract with a buyout clause that al¬ 
lows him to leave. 

The Baggies have tabled a sensational 
third offer to the 23-year-old, even 
though he hasn’t played since Septem¬ 
ber and only scored one league goal in 
the whole of 2016. 

The deal would triple Berahino’s 
wages to £60,000-a-week and includes a 
buyout clause, believed to be in the re¬ 
gion of £20million, which would allow 
him to leave if another club match Albi¬ 
on’s price-tag. 

Because of that, Pulis believes it is a 
‘fantastic’ offer. 

“I said four windows ago if I was Saido 
I would have signed it,” he said. 

“You could have a buyout clause in the 
contract so if someone came in and of¬ 
fered the money that the club wanted he 
could leave. All that stuff has been put 
to him and his representatives. We’ll see 
what happens.” 

An academy product who has been at 
Albion since the age of 11, Berahino has 
fallen out of love with the Baggies and 
has already rejected two contract offers 
this season. 

Albion are trying to stop him leaving 
on a free transfer in the summer but 
Pulis says the club also believe Berahino 
still has the potential to be a first-class 
finisher. 

“He’s a talented player,” said Pulis. 
“It shows how talented he is because the 
club are still making him offers ” 

However, Pulis left the door open for a 
January exit if no deal was agreed. 

“We’ll wait and see,” he said. “Every 
window has brought speculation.” 

Berahino hasn’t made a first-team 
squad since the start of October. 

“He’s been out a long time, but there’s 
been a lot of stuff going on with Saido, 
it’s not just one issue.” 

Hockey talent Will 
shows the way to 
high-level success 

A CRADLEY Heath student is celebrat¬ 
ing an incredible year in which he played 
hockey at the highest level. 

Ormiston Forge Academy A-Level stu¬ 
dent Will Hall, of Rowley Regis, began 
the year by being selected to attend an 
Advanced Level Apprenticeship in Sport¬ 
ing Excellence (AASE) Academy run by 
England Hockey in conjunction with 
Loughborough College. 

The 17-year-old goalkeeper was in¬ 
vited to a development day with England 
Hockey and was also selected for assess¬ 
ment for the u-18 National Age Group 
Squads. 

Will attended the Sainsbury School 
Games, held at Loughborough Univer¬ 
sity in September as well as the ‘Joint 
Regional Performance Centre’ trials, for 
a place in the Mercia regional team, to 
play at the Futures Cup competition. He 
was then picked for Mercia Lynx, one of 
the four regional teams in the Hockey 
Futures Cup. This is the selection pro¬ 
cess for the full England u-18 squad. 

Ormiston Forge Academy principal 
Andrew Burns said: “We are all incredi¬ 
bly proud of Will.” 


Pitch pickings as Brummies sign four 


DARRYL Ritchings has become the fourth 2016 
title winner to rejoin Birmingham for next sea¬ 
son. The 22-year-old will be back with the Brum¬ 
mies in 2017 alongside Tom Bacon, Danyon 
Hume and Jack Parkinson-Blackburn as well as 
newcomer Layne Cupitt. 

The Wiltshire racer returns on a 7.04 starting 
average and team boss Graham Drury is predict¬ 
ing a big year for Ritchings. 

“I’m really glad to be able to offer Darryl an¬ 
other season in Birmingham colours,” said Drury. 

“He’s a good lad with a smashing family behind 
him and he’s got a lot of experience at National 
League level now. I think Darryl will come back 


Speedway 


refreshed from the winter break and we look for¬ 
ward to having him as part of another exciting 
looking team.” 

Ritchings says making a good start to the 
campaign is imperative to help him fulfil his am¬ 
bitions for the season. He said: “I’m looking for¬ 
ward to what will hopefully be another successful 
year for Birmingham and I can’t wait for March 
to come around already.” 

Eighteen-year-old Cupitt, brother-in-law of two 
time World Champion Tai Woffinden, has made 


steady progression since making his shale debut 
with the King’s Lynn Young Stars in 2015. Drury 
has tried to sign him on two previous occasions. 

Following a brief spell with Cradley, Cupitt 
made the switch to the Isle of Wight last season 
and was voted their Riders’ Rider of the Year. 

Drury said: “I rate this lad very highly and I 
think he’s going to prove to be a very good sign¬ 
ing.” 

”I’m really happy to be with Birmingham and 
to sign for the Champions means a lot to me,” 
Cupitt said. “I really enjoy riding their track and 
I think that will make a big difference to my per¬ 
formances and scores.” 


ONE HULL OF A 
TURNAROUND 


Young Tigers earn their stripes 



Instructor Hopeton Harmitt with his successful squad from Tipton Tigers Martial Arts 


Albion 3 Hull City 1 

DURING the reign of Tony Pu¬ 
lis, Albion have picked up 99 
points. In the two years before 
his arrival, they won just 68. 

Regardless of how much the head 
coach’s football has divided opinion, 
there’s no doubt he has got results. 

When he took over, the Baggies were 16th. 
Now, they lie in eighth place and fans are dream¬ 
ing of Europe, writes Matt Wilson. 

Last season, there was plenty of discontent 
as the team lurched to safety in unsatisfactory 
fashion. But this season, Pulis has injected some 
much-needed excitement into his side, particu¬ 
larly at The Hawthorns, where they have now 
won four of their last five and scored 13 goals. 

This performance, however, took a long time 
to get going. The Baggies started sluggishly and 
misplaced passes allowed Hull - who had lost 
their last seven away games in a row - to take a 
21st-minute lead through Robert Snodgrass. 

After half-time it was a different matter. Chris 
Brunt and Gareth McAuley headed in two Matt 
Phillips corners in the space of 13 minutes before 
James Morrison wrapped things up in the 73rd 
minute. 

Southampton 1 Albion 2 

MORE than any other victory this season, the 
New Year’s Eve win over Southampton proved 
how far this Albion side have come. 

Not only are the Saints the highest-placed 
team the Baggies have beaten, but it was away 
from home, where - barring the Leicester game 
- Tony Pulis had struggled to recreate those im¬ 
pressive performances at The Hawthorns. 

Last season, Albion capitulated at St Mary’s, 
going down 3-0. When Baggies old boy Shane 
Long scored his first goal of the season, it looked 
like a repeat might be on the cards. 

But Albion scored with their first glimpse of 
Fraser Forster’s goal, through man of the match 
Matt Phillips, before Hal Robson-Kanu grabbed 
all the headlines with his match-winning strike. 

Arsenal 1 Baggies 0 

AFTER frustrating Arsenal for most of this 
Boxing Day match with a typically robust per¬ 
formance, Albion were cruelly undone by a late 
looping Olivier Giroud header at the Emirates 
Stadium. 


NINE young kickboxers from the Black Coun¬ 
try have made five years of training pay off by 
picking up their coveted black belts. 

The squad from Tipton Tigers Martial Arts, 
namely Jasmin Mae, Jack Prosser, Jessica 
Gwilliams, Travis McTaggart, Holly Eaton, 
Manesh Kaler, Charlie Rigby and brothers 
Aaron and Jeevan Chahal, are trained at the 
Great Bridge martial arts academy by Hopeton 
Harmitt, a 5th Dan black belt who is affection¬ 
ately known as ‘Coach’ to his many students. 

Throughout his 20-year career, Coach has 
trained more than 30 black belts, including 
national, European and World champions. 

He said: “I am so proud of my students, what 


a fantastic achievement for them all. Becoming 
a black belt takes countless hours of hard work 
and dedication and it’s great to see such inspir¬ 
ing and hard-working youngsters.” 

Mr Harmitt added: “Two of my other stu¬ 
dents became ECKA Grand Prix Champions. 
They competed throughout the year against 
other students within ECKA clubs. 

“Beginners classes are held every Tuesday 
and Thursday and I’d love to see the next 
generation of champions walking through the 
doors.” 

Tipton Tigers Martial Arts is located at 74 
New Road, Great Bridge. 

Call 07810 348146 for more information. 


Albion open 
to trial over 
safe standing 

ALBION are open to the idea of trialling 
safe standing at The Hawthorns, their 
operations manager has revealed. 

Mark Miles, who is responsible for 
crowd safety, travelled to Celtic Park 
to look at the safe standing area opened 
at the start of this season and was im¬ 
pressed with what he saw. 

He believes railed areas could be safer 
than seats in places where supporters 
stand because the barriers stopping peo¬ 
ple falling forwards would be higher. 

“While standing in seated areas isn’t 
inherently unsafe, it’s far from ideal 
and, as a club, we have to recognise that 
there are potential risks,” he said. 

“One is the possibility of a potential 
crowd collapse where there is a surge at 
the back and everybody dominoes for¬ 
wards. The only protection you have in 
front of you if you stand is a plastic seat 
which is 30cm above the concrete.” 

Government legislation requires all 
grounds in the top two divisions of Eng¬ 
lish football to be all-seater stadia, and 
there are currently no plans to change 
the Football Spectators Act of 1989. 

Miles said: “If it could be demon¬ 
strated that, in fact, it can actually cre¬ 
ate a safer environment then I think 
government would take notice.” 

He believes clubs will soon be invited 
to pilot safe standing, and is open to 
the idea of trialling it at the back of the 
Smethwick End. 

“My opinion is that some clubs will be 
allowed to run a pilot at some time in 
the coming years,” he said. “Maybe that 
could be done here?” 

But he stressed it would not increase 
the capacity of The Hawthorns. 

Although Albion are open to trialling 
safe standing, Miles said supporters 
would probably have to wait patiently 
for it. “This is months if not years away, 
if it happens at all,” he said. 

Full circle as Dwyer 
joins the Heathens 

CRADLEY Heathens have added Conor 
Dwyer as their latest new signing in a 
big team revamp. 

Dwyer joins from hometown club Cov¬ 
entry on a 4.05 average and joins Tom 
Perry, Danny Ayres, Dan Greenwood, 
Joe Lawlor and Ryan Burton. 

“When I first got into speedway 
around 2010/11, I used to be mechanic 
for their former rider Richard Frank¬ 
lin,” he said. “I used to look out at the 
crowds and think ‘wow, I’d love to race 
in front of a crowd like that every week.’ 

“Everything has come full circle since 
then and all these years on it’s happened 
and I can’t wait to get started.” 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 

® 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
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SPECIAL OFFER 
FOR THE 
LESS ABLE 


Remove Exisiting Bath 
Replaster where needed 
Supply Walk in Cubicle 
Grab Rails, 
Shower Seat 
Thermostatcic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled 
All Rubbish removed 


ONLY £1895 

including VAT 


SPECIAL OFFER 
LUXURY 
MAKEOVER 


Remove Existing Bath 
Replaster where needed 
Supply & Fit Luxury 
Suite (inc. Vanity Unit) 
Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(up to 8 sqm) 

All Rubbish Removed 


ONLY FROM £2995 

including VAT 


|^\ Q PROPERTY 
L J MAINTENANCE 

West Midlands Ltd 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


Fully Fitted Kitchens>^£4,995 

FREE DESIGN AND PLANNING 

Call Dan on : 0121 647 3585 (PI 

www.db-maintenance.co.uk 
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A Level Centre 

Central Sixth, New Street, 
West Bromwich B70 7PG 


Vocational Courses 
Central Campus, 1 Spon Lane, 
West Bromwich B70 6AW 


The fastest-growing FE college in Birmingham and the Black Country 


85.3% success rate, 2015-16, against 78.4% national average 
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Two outstanding modern campuses in a regenerated town centre 


Active links with hundreds of local businesses 


More than just a college - a gateway to university and work 


Sandwell College 

\ a i _ r>___ . .• L 


West Bromwich 


0800 622 006 www.sandwell.ac.uk 


RATED GOOD BY Ofsted 

Further Education and Skills inspection report published 19 June 2014, Inspection Number: 434083. 
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CHOOSE CENTRAL SIXTH FOR 

YOUR FUTURE, YOUR UNIQUE ROUTE TO UNIVERSITY 



YOUNG 

PROFESSIONALS 

ACADEMY 




Our new high-quality programme 

• Career focused 

• Will let you apply for university 

• Will give you a chance to work 
with top companies 


Study in a way that suits you 

Get equipped for the world of work 

Focus on the career you know you want 


Career focused programmes 

Because it is career-focused, we believe that the Young Professionals Programme 
will make a real difference to future student employability. Undoubtedly, it is also 
an alternative route to university degree courses which are focused on preparing 
students for business, professional and industrial careers. 

It’s important that the A Level you study supports or complements the Diploma 
that you choose, so we offer seven structured Diploma ‘pathways’ that make 
sure the two elements match each other but still give you a broad choice of 
subjects. Pick one of the Diploma ‘pathways’ and then select one subject from 
the accompanying list of A Levels. 


Studying three or four A Levels is not the only way into university and the career of 
your choice. Sandwell College offers you the option of studying an A Level alongside 
a more practical and career-focused Level 3 Diploma (a qualification equivalent to 
two A Levels). This exciting, new approach is ideal for students who have a clear idea 
about their future career and want to balance academic learning with a practical 
understanding of their chosen career. 


The Young Professionals Academy is focused on equipping you for the world of work. 
Students on the programme would be offered a one-to-one placement interview with a 
Work Experience Co-ordinator, with the opportunity to access career-relevant internships 
at leading employers. Interview preparation would be given to students competing for the 
most sought-after internships. The College will also provide one- 
to-one assistance with any university applications you write. As a Young Professionals 
Academy student, you will be in a sixth form tutor group and based primarily at our Central 
Sixth Campus with everyone else who is studying A Levels. 

If you have particularly strong GCSE results, your Young Professionals 
Academy programme could include two A Level options - come and talk to 


Choose from: 

Diploma in Applied Science 

Diploma in Applied Science (Forensic and Medical) 

Diploma in Business 

Diploma in Business with Finance (AAT Certificate) 

Diploma in Business with Law 

Diploma in Engineering 

Diploma in Applied Flealth and Social Care. 


Combine the best: 
academic study 
and rigour, with 
the chance of real 
career experience 



HIGH-FLYERS PROGRAMME 

Do you aim to go to one of the UK’s top universities? We can and will help. 

The Central Sixth High-Flyers Programme is for students who achieve a 

6.0 BAT score at GCSE (8 B grades or 4 A grades and 4 C grades). 

We offer our ‘high-flyers’: 

■ The opportunity to study 4 subjects 

■ The opportunity to study an Extended Project in Year 2 

■ Access to additional Masterclasses at Aston and Birmingham universities 

■ Trips to Oxford and Birmingham universities 

■ A guaranteed offer of a place on a Coventry University* degree course 

■ Access to the Prince’s Trust Scheme, Duke of Edinburgh Scheme and National 
Citizen Service activities 

■ A one-to-one placement interview with a Work Experience Co-ordinator, with the 
opportunity to access career-relevant internships at leading employers 

■ Access to programmes run by the Social Mobility Foundation - a national 
organisation that is dedicated to helping students from disadvantaged areas into 
top universities and careers in top companies. 

*Ranked 16 in the UK by the Guardian 




SPORT 


First Diploma in Sport/Higher Sports Leader Award 

Sport Career Academy/Sport Cricket Academy Level 3 _ 

Sport Extended Diploma (Development, Coaching and Fitness) 

Sport Foundation Studies _ 

Sport HND (Coaching and Sports Development) 

The WBA Foundation Football Academy _ 

Sandwell College cricket captain Demari Prince has 
trialled for the Warwickshire under 19 squad. 

Demari, who won the college Male Sports Performer of the Year and 
Best Batsman awards, was nominated for trials at Edgbaston Indoor 
Cricket Centre by his club West Bromwich Dartmouth. 

He is also a WBA Foundation Football Academy student, playing in a 
team tipped for the top of their league. 
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Sandwell College 


West Bromwich ' 




HAIRDRESSING 



CONSTRUCTION 


WEDNESDAY 11 JANUARY 
5PM - 8PM 

CENTRAL CAMPUS & CENTRAL SIXTH 
WEST BROMWICH 


SATURDAY 14 JANUARY 
11AM-3PM 

CENTRAL CAMPUS, 


YEAR 11 
OPEN EVENTS 


Hairdressing NVQ Entry Level 3/Level 1/Level 2/Level 3 


Construction Multi-Skills Diploma Level 1 


Hair & Media Make-up Level 2/Theatrical Hair, Make-up & Design I Painting & Decorating - Certificate in Basic Construction 

Extended Diploma Level 3_ I Skills/Level 2/Level 3_ 


Be Britain’s Best like Emma Venables, who was 
crowned one of the UK’s very best hairdressing 
students in the National Hairdressers’ Federation 
competition. 

Level 3 diploma student Emma beat off tough competition to win in the 
Glamorous Night on the Town category, with her 17-year-old model Jade 
Meachem, who is also studying hairdressing. 

Apply now for hairdressing! 


Plastering - Certificate in Basic Construction Skills/Level 2 _ 

Plumbing Diploma Level 1/Level 2 _ 

Carpentry - Certificate in Basic Construction Skills/Site Carpentry 
Diploma Level 2/Level 3 

Wall and Floor Tiling - Diploma in Basic Construction Skills/Level 2 

Be a Dunlop National Multi-Skills Champion finalist 
like construction student Declan Giddings. 

Declan was one of 30 shortlisted finalists from colleges around the 
country taking part in a day’s multi-skills activities at Dunlop Adhesives 
centre in Stoke on Trent. 


0800 622006 
www.sandwell.ac.uk 


He competed for the top prize of £500 worth of multi-skills tools and 
the national title. 
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SCHOOL LEAVERS: 

OUR AIM IS TO HELP YOU MEET YOUR AIM 


This is a careers college helping you to get the career that you want or the university course that 
you want. Courses include: 


A Levels 

Business Studies 

Acting 

Cabin Crew 

Airline Passenger Services Agents 

Carpentry & Joinery 

Animal Care 

Childcare 

Art & Design 

Computer Games Design 

Automotive Mechanics 

Computing 

Automotive Body Repair 

Construction Multi-skills 


Aviation Operations on the 
Ground 


Cricket Academy 


Barbering 


Dance 


Beauty Therapy 


Dog Grooming 


Engineering 


ESOL 

Music Performance 

Fashion 

Music Production 

Film & Media Production 

Multimedia Design, Graphics, 

Foundation Learning 

Imaging and Animation 

GCSEs - English, 

Multimedia Programming 

Mathematics, Science 

Painting & Decorating 

Hairdressing 

Photography 

Hair & Media Make-up 

Plastering 

Health and Social Care 

Plumbing 

IT Users iTQ/Administration 

Public Services - Uniformed 

Motorsports Engineering 

Sports Studies 


Supported Learning 


Theatrical Hair, Make-up & Design 


Tiling 


Travel & Tourism 


Web Design 



Sandwell College 


For more information 0800 622 006 www.sandwell.ac.uk 


West Bromwich ' 
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APPRENTICESHIP 
VACANCIES 
AVAILABLE NOW 

THE STARTING POINT 
FOR YOUR CAREER 

It’s a win-win situation! You learn real skills in a real 
job, you gain a nationally-recognised qualification 
and there’s every chance of a career at the end of it. 


We run apprenticeships for 16-18 year-olds in: 


Bricklaying 


Dental Nursing 


Mechanical, Electrical, Trim (MET) Vehicle Body Repair 


Business Administration 

Engineering 

Painting & Decorating 

Vehicle Refinishing 

Carpentry 

Hairdressing 

Pharmacy Technician 

Warehousing and Storage 


Childcare 
Customer Service 


Health and Social Care 
Light Vehicle Mechanics 


Plastering 
Team Leading 


RENTICESHIPS 

THE NEW POWER IN APPRENTICESHIPS 

WBS3S 


WHILE YOU 
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Call OUr tGam now and tell us why you would make a good apprentice On 0121 667 5018 

or come to our open events at Central Campus 




























